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Return to:       Application No. ________________ 
Kansas Dept. of Health & Environment                                                 (Please leave blank) 
Bureau of Water – Geology Section 
1000 SW Jackson Street, Ste. 420 
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1367            (Type or print in ink) 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR WATER WELL CONTRACTOR LICENSE 
 

Date  ___________________________ 
 
(A) 1. I, ______________________________ of _____________________________________ 
          (Street Address) 
 
  _______________________________________________________________________ 
  (City)                                           (County)                        (State)                      (Zip) 
 

do hereby make application for a license to do business as a water well contractor in the 
State of Kansas. 
 

2. I intend to do business as a(an) _____________________________________________ 
           (Individual, Firm, Partnership, Corporation) 

 
  under the business name of ________________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________________________________ 
  (Street address or P.O. Box)                         (City)                    (State)              (Zip) 
 
  Business Phone  _____________________     Home Phone  _____________________ 
 
 3. Age of Applicant __________.       Length of residence in Kansas ____________ years. 
 
(B) Experience 
 

(1) Individual Drillers: 
 

a. Commenced drilling water wells on or about ______________________. 
                                                                                          (Date) 

b. Years of Experience in the capacity of: 
 

Driller __________     Foreman  __________     Tool Pusher __________ 
 

c. Approximate number and types (domestic, irrigation, industrial, municipal) of 
water wells drilled during past five (5) years. 

 
   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
   ________________________________________________________________ 
 
   During past year __________________________________________________ 
 
Form WWC-1 
 



 
 
 

(2) Firm, Partnership, Corporation: 
Give the name of each driller and a record of his experience on a separate sheet. 

 
(C) If licensed in another state, name the state and license number and issuing agency, agency 

address and phone number.  _____________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(D) References: Three (3) references on Kansas Department of Health and Environment form 

WWC-2, are required.  One must be from another water well contractor and two from persons 
not related to you. 

 
(E) Drilling Equipment: Attach a complete copy of  Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment form WWC-3 for each drill rig operated by or for you. 
 
 
 

AFFIDAVIT 
 
I hereby certify that the statements made in this application and attachments, which are part of hereof, 
are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
 
 
      ______________________________________________ 
          (Applicant’s Signature) 
 
 
 

 
To be complete, the following must accompany this application: 
 

1. A $10.00 application fee, check, bank draft or money order, payable to the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment. 

 
2. Three references on form WWC-2 provided. 

 
3. Description of each drill rig on form WWC-3 provided. 

 
4. Upon completion and passing of examination, if required, a $100.00 contractor’s license fee 

and a $25.00 drill rig fee (a $25.00 fee is required for each drill rig operated by or for you) is 
due, payable by check, bank draft or money order to the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment. 
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CHARACTER AND EXPERIENCE REFERENCE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR:

TO: KS Dept. of Health & Environment _______________________________________
Bureau of Water - Geology            (Applicant's Name) 

Curtis Building      _______________________________________
1000 SW Jackson, Ste. 420 (Address)               

Topeka, KS 66612-1367 _______________________________________
Phone: (785) 296-5524 (City/State/Zip Code)  

Answer each question accurately so that we may ascertain the applicant's qualifications for the Water Well
Contractor's license.

1. I have known the applicant for _______________ years.

2. Are you related to the applicant?  No __________ Yes __________

3. What is the nature of your acquaintance, relationship, or association?     
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

4. From personal knowledge, I know that his business reputation is ____________________.

5. What is your opinion of the applicant's personal character, honesty, and reliability?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

6. Do you consider the applicant to be a qualified and experienced water well driller?

__________ Yes,   __________ No.  Please comment on the applicant's ability and qualifications 

to construct water wells.   
__________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the above information is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

________________________________________ ___________________________________
(Signed) (Date)

________________________________________ ___________________________________
(Occupation) (Address)

________________________________________
(City, State, Zip) WWC-2

e:/water wells/character reference



PLUGGING OF A CONFINED WELL
(grouted)



PLUGGING OF AN 
UNCONFINED, CONFINED WELL

(open hole, ungrouted)



PLUGGING OF AN
UNCONFINED, CONFINED WELL

(open hole, grouted)



PLUGGING OF AN 
UNCONFINED, CONFINED WELL

(not grouted)



GROUTING AN UNCONFINED WELL



GROUTING A CONFINED WELL









WATER WELL PLUGGING RECORD     Form WWC-5P          KSA 82a-1212        ID NO. 
1     LOCATION OF WATER  WELL: 
       County: 

Fraction 
         ¼          ¼          ¼ 

Section Number Township Number Range Number 
                    E/W 

       Distance and direction from nearest town or city street address of well if located within city? 
 
 
2     WATER WELL OWNER: 

 
        RR#, St. Address, Box #: 
 
        City, State ZIP Code: 

Global Positioning Systems (decimal degrees, min. of 4 digits 
Latitude:  __________________________________________ 
Longitude:  ________________________________________ 
Elevation:  _________________________________________ 
Datum:  ___________________________________________ 
Data Collection Method:   

3     MARK WELL’S LOCATION          
WITH AN “X” IN SECTION 
BOX: 

                               N 
 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

  
 

   

                                S 

4     DEPTH OF WELL _______________ ft. 
 
WELL’S STATIC WATER LEVEL______________ft 
 
WELL WAS USED AS: 
 
1  Domestic                    5  Public Water Supply                     9  Dewatering 
2  Irrigation                     6  Oil Field Water Supply               10  Monitoring 
3  Feedlot                        7  Domestic (Lawn & Garden)        11  Injection Well 
4  Industrial                     8  Air Conditioning                         12  Other ______________ 
 
Was a chemical/bacteriological sample submitted to Department?  Yes_____ No _____ 
 

5     TYPE OF BLANK CASING USED: 
        1  Steel          3  RMP (SR)          5  Wrought                       7  Fiberglass                  9  Other (Specify below) 
        2  PVC          4  ABS                   6  Asbestos-Cement          8  Concrete Tile                ____________________________________ 
 
        Blank casing diameter ______ in.     Was casing pulled?  Yes ______  No ______      If yes, how much _____________________ 
        Casing height above or below land surface __________ in. 
 
 
6     GROUT PLUG MATERIAL:          1  Neat cement          2  Cement grout          3  Bentonite          4  Other _________________ 
       
       Grout Plug Intervals:       From ______ ft.     to ______ ft.,       From _______ ft.     to _______ft.,        From ______ to ______ ft. 
        
       What is the nearest source of possible contamination: 
        1  Septic tank                        6  Seepage pit               11  Fuel Storage               16  Other (specify below) 
        2  Sewer lines                       7  Pit privy                    12  Fertilizer storage              _______________________________________ 
        3  Watertight sewer lines      8  Sewage lagoon         13  Insecticide storage 
        4  Lateral lines                      9  Feedyard                  14  Abandoned water well      Direction from well? _____________________ 
        5  Cess pool                        10  Livestock pens         15  Oil well/Gas well              How many feet? _________________________ 
 

FROM TO PLUGGING MATERIALS FROM TO PLUGGING MATERIALS 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

 
7  CONTRACTOR’S OR LANDOWNER’S CERTIFICATION:  This water well was plugged under my jurisdiction and was 
completed on (mo/day/year) _____________________ and this record is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.  Kansas Water 
Well Contractor’s License No. ______________.  This Water Well Record was completed on (mo/day/year) _______________ under the 
business name of                                                                                       by (signature)                                                                                   . 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Use typewriter or ballpoint pen.  Please press firmly and print clearly.  Please fill in blanks, underline or circle the 
correct answers.  Send top three copies to Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of Water, Geology Section, 1000 SW 
Jackson St., Ste. 420, Topeka, Kansas 66612-1367.  Telephone:  785/296-5522.  Send one to Water Well Owner and retain one for your  
records.  Visit us at http://www.kdheks.gov/geo/waterwells. 

NW NE 

E W 

SW SE 

 

http://www.kdheks.gov/geo/water


SIGNIFICANCE OF WATER MINIERALIZATION 
 
 

(THESE ARE ONLY SUGGESTED FOR PRIVATE WELLS) 
 
 
• Total Dissolved Solids:  The total dissolved solids is a measure in weight (mg/l) of the mineral 

matter dissolved in the water.  This figure multiplied by 8.34 gives pounds of mineral matter per 
million gallons of water.  The U.S. Public Health Service Drinking Water Standards recommend 
less than 500 mg/l total solids for drinking or culinary uses.  If such water is not available 1000 
mg/l will be considered satisfactory.  The specific conductance (micromhos per centimeter) is a 
measure of the water’s ability to conduct an electric current and is therefore an indication of the 
ionic strength, or mineralization of the water. 

 
• Total Hardness:  The calcium ion and the magnesium ion cause the hardness of water and the 

sum of the two, both expressed as CaCO3, is termed the total hardness.  Hardness is undesirable in 
water in that it produces an insoluble sticky curd with soap and produces scaling in teakettles and 
hot water tanks.  A total hardness above 400 mg/l as CaCO3 is considered excessive for public 
water supplies in Kansas.  Hardness can b e removed readily by the softening process. 

 
• Sodium:  Sodium is not particularly significant physiologically except to those persons having an 

abnormal sodium metabolism and who are thus on a restricted sodium diet.  It is important in 
irrigation waters because a high sodium to calcium-magnesium ratio tends to decrease the 
permeability of the soil and thus will have a harmful effect on soil structure.  The base exchange or 
zeolite process of softening increases the sodium content of the water being softened.  Limit 100 
mg/l. 

 
• Iron and Manganese:  Iron and manganese have little significance physiologically but they are 

undesirable in a public water supply because both will produce staining of laundered fabrics and 
porcelain plumbing fixtures and create consumer complaint.  If present in an appreciable amount, 
iron gives the water a rusty turbid appearance and an unpleasant taste.  Both substances create 
problems in the chlorination of water.  The U.S.P.H.S. Drinking Water Standards recommend that 
iron be less than 0.3 mg/l and manganese less than 0.05 mg/l.  Iron and manganese can be readily 
removed by treatment, particularly if lime-soda softening is also being practiced. 

 
• Sulfate:  Sulfate is one of the principal mineralizing substances present in water in Kansas and if 

present in large amounts it will impart a bitter taste to the water and it may act as a laxative to 
people who are not accustomed to drinking the water.  The drinking water standards recommend 
that sulfate be less than 250 mg/l.  Sulfate cannot be removed economically. 

 
• Chloride:  Chloride is one of the principal mineralizing substances present in water in Kansas.  

When present in sufficient amount, chloride imparts a salty taste to the water but otherwise has 
little or no physiological significance when present in concentrations not offensive to taste.  The 
drinking water standards recommend that chloride be less than 250 mg/l.  Chloride cannot be 
removed economically. 

 



• Nitrate:  Nitrate is important in drinking water because high concentrations may produce cyanosis 
or methemoglobinemia in infants.  The recommended limit for public water supplies in Kansas is 
10 mg/l nitrate (as N) when used for infants under one year of age.  Older children and adults are 
not affected.  Nitrate is also important in water to be used for livestock watering because excessive 
amounts may be harmful, particularly to young animals.  Nitrate cannot be removed economically. 

 
• Fluoride:  Fluoride is important in drinking water because in high concentration it may produce a 

mottling or discoloration of the tooth enamel of children and in low concentration it does not 
afford sufficient protection for the prevention of dental decay in children.  A concentration of 10 
mg/l fluoride is considered optimum for public water supplies in Kansas and a concentration of 1.5 
mg/l fluoride is the recommended limit.  It is re commended that fluoride be added to public water 
supplies when the concentration is substantially less than the optimum. 

 
• Phosphate:  Total phosphate represents all forms of phosphate in water including polyphosphates 

used in the treatment of water.  Phosphate in water has little physiological significance but it does 
stimulate the growth of algae and thus may cause water treatment problems.  If a poly-phosphate is 
being fed to stabilize iron, it is recommended that the feed rate be limited to 3 mg/l phosphate per 
1 mg/l iron. 

 
********************************************************************************* 
* mg/l = milligrams per liter 
*    One gallon weighs 8.34 pounds 
*    1 mg/l = 8.34 lbs. per million gallons 
*    17.1 mg/l = 1 grain per gallon 
*    To obtain results in grains per gallon, divide results in milligrams per liter by 17.1 
*    Reacting values are in terms of milligram equivalents per liter 
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DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

Division of Water Resources

David W. Bartield, P.E, - Chief Engineer (Biography)

The Division of Water Resources administers 28 laws including the
Kansas Water Appropriation Act which governs how water is
allocated and used; statutes regulating the construction of dams,
levees and other changes to streams; the state's four interstate river
compacts; as well as coordinating the national flood insurance
program in Kansas.

New Publ icat ion: Kansas Water Resources ruI (7.28 MB)

News: Hearing Date Set for Proposed IGUCA Regulat ions and Hearing Regulat ions

News: Revised Water Appropriat ion Rules and Regulat ions now avai lable onl ine

DWR is organized as follows:

o water Appropriation - Manages the state's water supply through a system of
permits, reviews and inspections.

Water Structures - Regulates activities affecting streams by ensuring that they
are properly planned, constructed, operated and maintained for their authorized
purposes without adversely affecting the environment, public health and
welfare, and public and private property.

Water Management Services - Provides technical and data support to all
agency water programs and includes the fol lowing sub-programs:

o Interstate Water Issues - Kansas is party to compacts that allocate
water from the Arkansas, Big Blue, Missouri and Republican rivers.

o Subbasin Water Resource Management Program - Works with
stakeholders to develop water management strategies within subbasins
identified in the Kansas State Water Plan.

Links to Key DWR Web Pages

DWR Statutes and Regulations

o Water Appropriation Statutes
o Water Structures Statutes

)12  -PH:  (785)  296-3556 Copyright 2006 KDA I Terms Of Use I Privacy Statement
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DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES 
 

FIELD OFFICE CONTACT & E-MAIL NUMBERS 
 
 
 
Topeka Field Office 
 
109 S.W. 9th St., 1st Floor 
Topeka, KS 66612-2216 
Office:   785.368.8251 
Fax:   785.296.4619 
E-mail:   TopekaFO@kda.ks.gov 
 
Katie Tietsort  8.8255 
Jessica Ahlquist 8.8252 
Penny Hegemann 8.8251 
Brett Bunger  8.8253 
Milton McCabe 8.8254 
Shawn Johnson 6.0781 
Vacant – Wendt 8.8360 
 
 
 
 
Garden City Field Office 
 
2508 Johns Street 
Garden City, KS 67846-2804 
Office:   620.276.2901 or 
 620.276.2049 or 
 620.276.3661 
Fax:   620.276.9315 
E-mail:   GardenCityFieldOffice@kda.ks.gov 
 
Kevin Salter 
Sue Keeny 
Thorn Makens 
Michael Meyer 
Lynette Brungardt 
Chuck Schmidt 
Ciro Chavez 
Brandy Cole 
Chelsea Juricek 
Mitch French 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stafford Field Office 
 
105 N. Main Street, Drawer F 
Stafford, KS 67578-1342 
Office:   620.234.5311 or 
 620.234.5162 or 
 620.234.6947 (out going calls only) 
Fax:  620.234.6900 
E-mail:   StaffordFieldOffice@kda.state.ks.us 
 
Jeff Lanterman 
Cory Curran 
Pat Dick 
Jenny Clark 
Jan Stryker 
Don Meis 
Lisa Allen 
Cambron Conant 
Elizabeth Fitch 
John Roth 
Kathy Sipes 
 
 
Stockton Field Office 
 
820 S. Walnut, P.O. Box 192 
Stockton, KS 67669-0192 
Office:   785.425.6787 or 
 758.425.6788 or 
 785.425.6435 
Fax:   785.425.6842 
E-mail:   StocktonFieldOffice@kda.state.ks.us 
 
Scott Ross 
Kelly Stewart 
Nila Denton 
Janey Denton 
Leonard Bristow (Water Structures) 
Thomas Cyre 
Mark Billinger (Interstate Team Member) 
Shannon Cain 
Scott Voss (Basin Team) 



DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES 
GMD CONTACT & E-MAIL NUMBERS 

 
 
 
GMD #1 
 
Western Kansas 
906 W 5th, P.O. Box 604 
Scott City, KS 67871 
Office:   620.872.5563 
Fax:       620.872.7315 
E-mail:  wkgmd1@wbsnet.org 
 
David A. Brenn 
Jan King 
Walter Geiger III 
Kyle Spencer 
 
 
GMD #2 
 
Equus Beds 
313 Spruce Street 
Halstead, KS 67056-925 
Office:   316.835.2224 
Fax:       316.835.2225 
E-mail:  equusbeds@gmd2.org 
 
Tim Boese 
Dorinda Albrecht 
Tracey Rockett 
David Randolph 
 
 
GMD #3 
 
Southwest Kansas 
409 Campus Dr., Suite 1080 
Garden City, KS 67846 
Office:   620.275.7147 
Fax:       620.275.1431 
E-mail:  mude@gmd3.org 
 
Mark Rude 
Jason Norquest 
Sharolyn Leis 
Chris Law 
Patty Stapleton 
 
 

 
 
GMD #4 
 
Northwest Kansas 
P.O. Box 906, 1175 S. Range 
Colby, KS 67701-0905 
Office:   785.462.3915 
Fax:       785.462.2693 
E-mail:  wab@gmd4.org 
 
Wayne Bossert 
Ray Luhman 
Dan Simmering 
Rita Wade 
 
 
GMD #5 
 
Big Bend 
P.O. Box 7 
Stafford, KS 67578 
Office:   620.234.5352 
Fax:       620.234.6166 
E-mail:  GMD5@midway.net 
 
Sharon Falk 
Jenny Kisner 
Dan Zehr 
Joseph Allen 
Dave Zook 
 



KANSAS WATER APPROPRIATION ACT 
 
 

K.S.A. 82a-701.  Definitions.  When used in this act, unless the context indicates 
otherwise, the following words shall have the following meanings: 
 
(a) “Person” shall mean and include a natural person, a partnership, an organization, a 
corporation, a municipality and any agency of the state or federal government. 
 
(b) “Chief engineer” means the chief engineer of the division of water resources of the 
Kansas state board of agriculture. 
 
(c) “Domestic uses” means the use of water by any person or by a family unit or 
household for household purposes, or for the watering of livestock, poultry, farm and 
domestic animals used in operating a farm, and for the irrigation of lands not exceeding a 
total of two (2) acres in area for the growing of gardens, orchards and lawns.  
 
(d) “Vested right” means the right of a person under a common law or statutory claim to 
continue the use of water having actually been applied to any beneficial use, including 
domestic use, on or before June 28, 1945, to the extent of the maximum quantity and rate 
of diversion for the beneficial use made thereof, and shall include the right to take and 
use water for beneficial purposes where a person is engaged in the construction of works 
for the actual application of water to a beneficial use on June 28, 1945, provided such 
works shall be completed and water is actually applied for such use within a reasonable 
time thereafter by such person, his heirs, successors or assigns.  Such a right does not 
include, however, those common law claims under which a person has not applied water 
to any beneficial use within the periods of time set out in this subsection. 
 
(e) “Appropriator” means and includes a person who has an appropriation right that has 
been perfected in conformity with article 7 of chapter 82a of the Kansas Statutes 
Annotated and acts amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto. 
 
(f) “Appropriation right” is a right, acquired under the provisions of article 7 of chapter 
82a of the Kansas Statutes Annotated and acts amendatory thereof and supplemental 
thereto, to divert from a definite water supply a specific quantity of water at a specific 
rate of diversion, provided such water is available in excess of the requirements of all 
vested rights that relate to such supply and all appropriation rights of earlier date that 
relate to such supply, and to apply such water to a specific beneficial use or uses in 
preference to all appropriations right of later date. 
 
(g) “Water right” means any vested right or appropriation right under which a person may 
lawfully divert and use water.  It is a real property right appurtenant to and severable 
from the land on or in connection with which the water is used and such water right 
passes as an appurtenance with a conveyance of the land by deed, lease, mortgage, will or 
other voluntary disposal, or by inheritance.  (History: L. 1945; amended 1957; amended 
1977; amended 1978.) 



K.S.A. 82a-702.  Dedication of use of water. All water within the state of Kansas is 
hereby dedicated to the use of the people of the state, subject to the control and regulation 
of the state in the manner herein prescribed.  (History: L. 1945.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-703.  Water may be appropriated subject to vested rights.  Except as provided 
in K.S.A. 82a-703a and subject to vested rights, all waters within the state may be 
appropriated for beneficial use s herein provided.  Nothing contained in this act shall 
impair the vested right of any person except for nonuse.  (History: L. 1945; amended 
1980.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-703a.  Minimum streamflows; duties of chief engineer.  Whenever the 
legislature enacts legislation establishing a minimum desirable streamflow for any 
watercourse in this state, the chief engineer shall withhold from appropriation that 
amount of water deemed necessary to establish and maintain for the identified 
watercourse the desired minimum streamflow.  (History:  L .  1980; amended 1984; 
amended 1985.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-703b.  Minimum streamflows; condition of appropriation right. (a) In 
addition to any other limitation or condition prescribed by law or rule and regulation of 
the chief engineer, it shall be an express condition of each and every appropriation right, 
expect for use of water for domestic purposes, applied for after April 12, 1984, that such 
right shall be subject to any minimum desirable streamflow requirements identified and 
established pursuant to law on or before July 1, 1990, for the source of water supply to 
which such right applies. 
 
(b) All vested rights, water appropriation rights and applications for permits to 
appropriate water having a priority date on or before April 12, 1984, shall not be subject 
to any minimum desirable streamflow requirements established pursuant to law.  
(History: L. 1984; amended 1987.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-703c.  Minimum streamflows established.  In accordance with the provisions 
of K.S.A. 82a-703a, and amendments thereto, the legislature hereby establishes the 
following minimum desirable streamflows: 
 

Table-Minimum Desirable Streamflows (cfs) 
 

Watercourse J F M A(a) M(m) J(j) J A S O N D 
Marais des 
Cygnes -Ottawa 

15 15 15 15 
(40) 

20 
(50) 

25 
(50) 

25 25 20 15 15 15 

Marais des 
Cygnes - 
LaCygne 

20 20 20 20 
(50) 

20 
(150) 

25 
(150)

25 25 20 20 20 20 

Neosho - 
Americus 

5 5 5 5 
(20) 

5 
(30) 

5(30) 5 5 5 5 5 5 

Neosho - Iola 40 40 40 40 
(60) 

40 
(200) 

40 
(200)

40 40 40 40 40 40 



 
persons claiming a vested right for the beneficial use of water, other than for domestic 
use, which has not been determined pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-704, shall file by July 1, 
1980, with the chief engineer a verified claim for such vested right.  The chief engineer 
shall not accept any such claim after said date.  Such verified claim shall be upon forms 
provided therefore by the chief engineer and shall set forth: 
 

(1) The name and post-office address of the claimant; 
(2) the source to which the claim relates; 
(3) the amount of water claimed; 
(4) the location of the works for the diversion and use of the claimed water; 
(5) the dates of the beneficial use made; and 
(6) any additional information the chief engineer may require. 
 

(b) Upon receipt of a verified claim for a vested right for the beneficial use of water, the 
chief engineer shall investigate the same and shall conduct a hearing thereon.  Such 
hearing shall be noticed by restricted mail to the claimant and to other known interested 
persons within a five (5) mile radius of the point of diversion of such claimed vested right 
at least thirty (30) days prior to the date set for the hearing.  Notice shall also be given by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county wherein the vested right is 
claimed to exist at lease once each week for three (3) consecutive weeks prior to the 
hearing.  Such published notice shall contain the date and place of hearing and a general 
description of the area affected by the claimed vested right and shall be directed to all 
persons interested and concerned.  At the hearing, the chief engineer shall take evidence 
of all persons interested and concerned and the same shall be considered in the 
determination of the existence of a vested right for beneficial use of water.  As soon as 
possible thereafter the chief engineer shall make an order determining the existence or 
nonexistence of the clamed vested right and shall notify the claimant and contestants 
thereof as to the contents of such order.  Service of such notice shall be deemed complete 
upon depositing such notice in the post office as restricted mail addressed to the vested 
right claimant and any contestant thereto whose address is known to the chief engineer, 
and upon the publication of an abstract of such order once each week for three (3) 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county wherein the vested 
right is claimed to exist.   
 
(c) Any claimant of a vested right or person contesting the same who considers himself or 
herself aggrieved by the order of determination of a vested right may appeal to the district 
court in the manner prescribed by K.S.A. 82a-724. 
 
(d) The order of determination of a vested right of the chief engineer shall be in full force 
and effect from the date of its entry in the records of his or her office unless and until its 
operation shall be stayed by an appeal there from by the claimant thereof or a contestant 
thereto in accordance with the provisions of K.S.A. 82a-724 except that no such 
determination shall be deemed an adjudication of the relation between any vested right 
holders with respect to the operation or exercise of their vested rights. 
 



(e) The chief engineer shall file a copy of any order of determination of the existence of a 
vested right with the register of deeds of the county wherein the land is located to which 
such vested right is appurtenant.  The register of deeds shall record the same as other 
instruments affecting real estate. 
 
(f) No vested right for the beneficial use of water, other than for domestic use, shall be 
deemed to exist from and after July 1, 1980, unless the same has been determined to exist 
pursuant to the provisions of this act or pursuant to the provisions of K.S.A. 82a-704  
(History: L. 1978.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-704b.  Same; notice.  The chief engineer shall provide notice throughout the 
state of the provisions of this act by means assuring the widest dissemination thereof as 
practicable.  (History: L. 1978.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-704c.  Same; supplemental to Kansas water appropriation act.  The provisions 
of K.S.A. 82a-704a shall be a part of and supplemental to the Kansas water appropriation 
act.  (History: L. 1978.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-705.  Acquisition of appropriation right to use water other than domestic; 
approval.  No person shall have the power or authority to acquire an appropriation right 
to the use of water for other than domestic use without first obtaining the approval of the 
chief engineer, and no water rights of any kind may be acquired hereafter solely by 
adverse use, adverse possession, or by estoppel.  (History: L. 1945; amended 1957.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-705a.  Domestic use after June 28, 1945; information to chief engineer.  The 
use of water for domestic purposes instituted subsequently to June 28, 1945, to the extent 
that it is beneficial, shall constitute an appropriation right.  The chief engineer, however, 
may require any person using water for any purpose to furnish information with regard to 
such use thereof.  (History: L. 1957.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-706.  Duties of chief engineer as to beneficial use and rights of priority of 
appropriation.  The chief engineer shall enforce and administer the laws of this state 
pertaining to the beneficial use of water and shall control, conserve, regulate, allot and 
aid in the distribution of the water resources of the state for the benefits  and beneficial 
uses of all of its inhabitants in accordance with the rights of priority of appropriation.  
(History: L. 1945; amended 1957.) 
 
K.S.A. 82a-706a.  Rules, regulations and standards.  The chief engineer shall adopt, 
amend, promulgate, and enforce such reasonable rules, regulations, and standards 
necessary for the discharge of his or her duties and for the achievement of the purposes of 
this act pertaining to the control, conservation, regulation, allotment, and distribution of 
the water resources of the state.  (History: L. 1957; amended 1977.) 
 
 
 
 



K.S.A. 82a-706b.  Diversion of water prohibited, when; unlawful acts; enforcement by 
chief engineer.  It shall be unlawful for any person to prevent, by diversion or otherwise, 
any waters of this state from moving to a person having a prior right to use the same, or 
for any person without an agreement with the state of Kansas to divert or take any water 
that has been released from storage under authority of the state of Kansas or that has been 
released from storage pursuant to an agreement between the state and federal 
government.  Upon making a determination of an unlawful diversion the chief engineer 
or his or her authorized agents, shall direct that the headgates, valves, or other controlling 
works of any ditch, canal, conduit, pipe, well, or structure be opened, closed, adjusted, or 
regulated as may be necessary to secure water to the person having the prior right to its 
use, or to secure water for the purpose for which it was released from storage under 
authority of the state of Kansas or pursuant to an agreement between the state and federal 
government.  The chief engineer, or his or her authorized agents, shall deliver a copy of 
such a directive to the persons involved either personally or by mail or by attaching a 
copy thereof to such headgates, valves, or other controlling works to which it applies and 
such directive shall be legal notice to all persons involved in the diversion and 
distribution of the water of the ditch,, canal, conduit, pipe, well, or structure.  For the 
purpose of making investigations of diversions and delivering directives as provided 
herein and determining compliance therewith, the chief engineer or his or her authorized 
 




