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S ITH GRAVD
Located SB: Sect, 6, Twp. 30S. Rge 23E
W and L mi S of Girsrd, Gregg School house stood on the SE cor

This is about U mi T
of this farm,

The greve is thet of Ilps., Adelia Bliss Smith, nee nright, first wife of David
K. Smith, =nd mother of A£lfred X, 3Smith. ¥o marker exists,

The following is from l'iss S, Jane Smith of h2hh Hollvy £t., Kansas City, lo, 6h111,
2-3-1972: )

"The grsve you speak of on the Lyle Shipman place, ic that of our gran?mother,
idelia 3liss (%rizht) Smith., She was my father's mother and the first wife of
our grandfather David H, Smith., This gr,ve used to be marled by two noplar trees,
onc &t the head and one at the foot, Thore was aleo a fence sround the Trave,
vut of course these marlis zre lonz since gone. 1 don't remerber eny cother marker,
Tnere vas just the one grave there,

There was a hedge fence seperzting the vasture lend from the cultivsted field,
and it was along Uhis nedze vhore tne grave was locsted., T would szr thzt it weas
in a north easterly direction from where the house now stands along the north
line of the pasture, The house on this nlsce used to be acrass the "draoy
on the north side M

2-27-1972: Lyle Shipbman who lives on this farm does not know the locztisn of the
grave, but belicved the fence or hedge between the nasture to the S and the field
to the K has not been moved, %e did not visit thre cite, but he was guite sure
there viere no rerains of the two vonlar trees. The grave would probsblv not be
too far from the house, and this would be generally in the ceniral part of this

v

2 section, Lightning creek runs through the extreme NE cor, and a spring over in
the ¥ vart feelds the litile "draw!" that runs across to the E or SE, bsck of his
house, The old house was on the I side of this draw, He had heard the story
thav somekhere along this draw, NW from the site of Gregg 8chool, there was a
cave, but he has never found the entrance, l14iss Jane Smith says the original
part of her grendfsther's house was of logs, and both she and ILyle knew that

some of it was torn dovm % used to build the back vert of Lyle's present home,
vhen Conenhavert's lived there,

Ralph Conenhever, son of Charlie who lived here, said thev ni~d been told of
several graves on this farm, believed them t- be B o the school in a patch of
woods they once cleared to farm, but found no trace of anything, Likely this
was a rumor, snd there was just the one arave,

( 0A9o

Osvid M, omith (who with 2nd wf, is bur, Gir=rd cgm': ﬂavid E. 4 3-17-1890 age
79~7-5 and louvisa 1835-1905) nurchesed this Sbi of atove descrivtion on 5-5-1870
from the U.S. Govt., br a land patent, the only one issued in this neighborhood,
gis sor. L1fred 1, Smpith, fath.r of S, Jane, nurchased the SWi of same sect,
0-21-2679 from the KCFS-G RR. Alfred # wife zre bur, lyvers cem. David zave the
land for Gregg School,
I recall many years &sgo mv father, Chas., A. Cuthuertson, told of someone buried
on this farm over ¥ of the little "draw",

1670 census Crawfsrd Two, Crawford Co. Ks. :

#228-210 Smith, David H., 58 3500 775 Massachusetts
Charles M. 20 1500 "
Alfred M, 21 1000 "

David C, 27 "



SHITH GRAVES
(possibly renoved)

Located WW; Sect, 10, Twn. 30S Rge. 2LE
This is about 140 rods (less than % mi.) E of the Harmony School corner, and aboitt
100 ft. S of the road, in an area dug up by the steam shovel many years ago, =
Harmony School Dist, # 12L was located on the NE cor, of Sect., 9, which is 3§'m1 E
and b mi S of the highway intersection in Girard, or 2 mi 5 of It. Olive Baptist
Church, The graves were on vwhat was ¥nown as the Dietz farm,

11-9-1971 clmer J"atch who grew up in this neighborhood knew of 2 graves located
about 1hO rods E of the Harmony School corner ani about 100' back S in a field.
Yany years ago they were marked with a vorv large square wooden vost, The steam
shovel dug all this up some vears ago, and he believed the graves vere not removed,
The fanily who lived on this place vhen }r, Vutch was a small byy, and all of their
children, are now deceased; however l'r, kuich bel ieved these graves viere those of
even earlier residents of this fzrm, He believed the report of graves at Harmony
School was not correct, and that these were the oncs referred to,

11-16-1971 Jaurice Frazier knew of these graves, he moved into this neighborhood
when about 6 yrs, old, ¢,190L, He believed there were 2 graves here, or possibly

i, and recalled that a kr., & I'rs, Smith, parents of one Dan Smith, were buried here,
He also recalled the coal company dug all this up before learning that there had
been graves here, and an official became quite uvset when he heard the report,
However, according to !, Frazier, the graves of kr, and kKrs. Smith had already been
removed to another location before the shovel dug this up,

jand records show 8-15-1603 XCPS:G @2 to Llizabeth I, Smith. NE! of I 7 Sect. 10
L-16-1€91 Tewis S, Smith Z %%, to Daniel P, Smith ¥%.D, i of i



TR AT RS (HO STUES)

Tocrtel in SLoo of 3ect. 29, Two. 275 Rge. 23 E
Duried here: John Smith who d. 12-31-10L69 o
wife llartha Ann who died between 1670-Th.

The burial site was narked by lhedge trees which were bulllozed out iust a few "ov'ﬁw
smo, 11 uas a little less than ¢ mi I of the SE cor of section, and about 350 f?. e
nesr vhere the house had been where the Smiths lived, (The SE cor, of this scction
is 1 mi 5 end 3 mil W of the Girard cem,}) Ye did nol w-lk to this loc=tion, dve to
the fact that all evidence, if any, hat bcen destrored.

This info, oltained Febmuary 11, 1972, from l'vs, Pruce T, Jones, 210 L, 2lith, Calena
hhns, 66739, She stated that John « artha Ann Snith were her oreat-craninzvonts,
anl narente of llerrit Wilburn Sw~ith, barn Kv., her pgrandfather, mho rioved to Vo,

The father of John Smith was James who res. near Diamond l'o.; John had a brather
James Rland Smith who wes the father of Tum (3 mile 3) & several sther children,
Vartha Ann 5S5nith died in bed from being bitten by a cooverhead srale. There were
sardstone narkers at the graves, but no nther mariers,

Altert Kirkoastrick who lives in the section E, recalled Wiley Srith telling him of
the ¢raves and that the name v.as Smith, but rno relation to him,

This quarter section was from carly days the farm of Toekiel(Zeke) Smith whose wife

vas lartha Virginia lewett, Her varents Rev, Collins i, Mewett ¢ wf, l'artha Loore
Yewett lived across from the Zeke Smith house 4 mi Iy in the ¥E&, See Hewett-Coffev
sraves in ¥&' of this same seatson. Vi1l Smith was a son of 7Zeke, The abstract showed
John Smith to have been the riric ownér. Wiss Nena Smith who has lived all her life
across the road S from the Zeke Smith farm, and was 2 niece of Zeke, recalled her

bro, Dan telling of this ¢rave and he believed it had s marker, 2nd the man's name

vas Smith, but not ralated to them, rather to the Ium Smith family,

:rs, 1na Smith l'cklwain, dau, of Lum Smith, bLelieved all her fam, nas buried in
1vers,cem, from early days, and had not heard of th:s Smith Tamilv before,

'r, Hovt Murphy, living a short distance E on 3 side of road, regnalled Wiley Smith
son of zeke once showed him the location of the crave (one} and as he recalled it,
a familv was passing through the country in a covered wagon in the nimmeer davs and
the man died and vas buried there, leaving a8 wife and several children. he name
was not recalled, It is entirelv possible this story is true, and there is ansther
¢rave here, but we have no other evidence, (recorded 6-9-1971)

Frank fdamson whyse family vere among the g-rliest settlers »f this area, told that a
slab school house once existed on this quarter sedtion just k of Lightning creek along
ihe ¥ side of the road, and his a nt tausht there. It vies likely a subscribption school
as it was discontinued when Slifer dist, was formed & the school built on the corner
vwest. 1T, Admason reczlled that Ium Smith was said to have bttended this earlv schosl
The site of the grave vould likelv have been some little distance bk of the school,

’

12nd records show John Smith and wf, to J.D.Braley, ntg., 12-23-1869, (SE7of ssct, 29)
5-1C-1671 #, T. Coffman Sheriff to R, R. Buckley, S.D.

5-27-2872 R, R. Buckley to C. 4. lewett, W, D,

2-16-1876 l'artha Hewett to J. S. Smith 1., D,

Several JCD's from Smith familv to J. S, Smith

1-11-18E€ v, 5. Govt, to John Smith  ‘atent,



