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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2016, SEVENTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                        Girard, KS Tuesday, October 4, 2016, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-359) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the September 30, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:  

   

Motion 16 352 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

September 27, 2016 minutes 

Motion 16 353 To approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate a platted 

road in Mullen’s Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas with a Public 

Hearing to be held on October 25, 2016 at 10:00 AM 

Motion 16 354 To purchase a 2011 Ford F150 from Evans Motors for $12,500 for 

District 1 Road Crew 

Motion 16 355 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 
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Motion 16 356 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Troy Graham 

Motion 16 357 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 16 358 To approve and sign the memo to all Elected Officials and Department 

Heads regarding the 2016 inventory listings with a due date of October 

31, 2016 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH  

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC  

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 
Item One: Ms Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Coordinator presenting bid results for a bridge 

replacement project.   Ms. Hart stated that the bids were opened last Tuesday afternoon 

for the bridge on East Centennial.  She stated that 4 companies bid and the lowest bid was 

from Mission Construction Co. Inc. for $674,697.40 and that bid was almost $200,000 

under the engineer’s estimate. Mr. Moody was answered that the bid sheets were sent out 

to all bridge contractors that are certified in the state of Kansas to do this type of work 

and the bids were turned in to the County Clerk’s Office. She said that Mission 

Construction Co. Inc. is located in St Paul and is owned by Michael Beachner and that 

this company is also doing the streetscape project in Girard and the turn lanes to the 

casino. Ms. Hart explained how the invitations to bids were sent out. She stated that if the 

Commissioners approve this bid she will contact Mr. Kenny Blair from CSF Engineers to 

write up the contract. She explained that the earliest start date for the project is January 9, 

2017 and the latest start date is March 13, 2017 with completion to be done in 160 

calendar days from the start date.  



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 3 of 9 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 4 of 9 

 
 

On motion (16-360) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

accept the bid from Mission Construction Inc. in the amount of $674,697.40 for the 

Crawford County Bridge Replacement Project Bridge No. 690. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.  

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One:  Mr. Murphy stated that he asked Coby Hinton, Operator in Training to 

discuss Sewer District Number 4. Mr. Hinton discussed putting rip rap on the edge of the 

sewer lagoons. Mr. Liz Hart explained to the Commissioners how the costs for the Sewer 

Districts are paid out of the Road & Bridge Fund and when the money is available in the 

Sewer District funds the Road & Bridge Department will be reimbursed. The 

Commissioners and Ms. Hart discussed raising the monthly rates for the landowners in 

the Sewer Districts and what the current rates are. Mr. Murphy would like Ms. Hart to 

devise a plan to determine what future monthly charges should be.  Mr. Hinton explained 

how many original pumps were purchased and still in operation and that 2 new pumps 

have been purchased but not installed. Of the132 original pumps in 2006, many of those 

pumps have been repaired 3 or 4 times. If they are not repairable they are replaced. Ms. 

Hart plans on sending out a letter to all landowners in the sewer districts explaining 

future cost increases. The Commissioners suggested that some of the expenses should go 

back to the landowners especially the ones not following the rules.  
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Item Two: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the September 2016 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. 

Pyle stated that it summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and bills 

during the month of September. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the 

August 2016 to September 2016 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for 

comparison.  Mr. Pyle reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some 

of the reasons for the changes. 
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On motion (16-361) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the September 2016 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Three:  Mr. Pyle gave the Commissioners a copy of the claims analysis from 

Gallagher Group that they requested.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood discussed a vehicle for the new Emergency Management Director 

Jason VanBecelaere. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Wood stated that he plans on visiting with the 2 architects on the new 

buildings. 

 

Item Six:  Mr. Moody announced that Mr. Troy Graham has been hired as the new 

Crawford County Zoning Administrator. 

                                                                                                                  

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

Item One:  Mr. Pyle presented a report from the Fiscal Clerk’s Office on 2016 unclaimed 

accounts Payable warrants. Mr. Pyle stated that a few of the checks are payable to current 

county employees and those checks will be reissued. The other checks unclaimed checks 

should be cancelled and the funds put back into the funds they came out of.  It is basically 
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a reimbursement and will give that fund additional cash.  Mr. Pyle would like the 

Commissioners to review this document and he will bring back Friday. 

 
 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy addressed the dump trucks. The Commissioners discussed the 

dump truck and decided to wait until they have the specs from MODOT before making a 

decision.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy addressed paving on Timber Lake Road and stated that the 

residents of this subdivision really want to have this done and would be willing to pay ½ 

of the asphalt costs. The Commissioners discussed paving verses chip and seal for this 

road. They also discussed how this expense could affect next year’s budget. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS:  

Item One:  October 7, 2016 – 9:00 AM Work Session with EMS Administrator Dr. Tim 

Stebbins and EMS Director Randy Sandberg regarding update on EMS Department and 

to view the new ambulance. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Item One: October 8, 2016 – Pittsburg State University Homecoming and football game 

and all three Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

Item Two:  October 10, 2016 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

Columbus Day. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the October 4, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

10:57 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Murphy 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  Commissioner Wood 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

_______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 10/04/16 10:57 AM 


