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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, EIGHTY-FIRST MEETING 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

                                                                                           Girard, KS Friday, October 27, 2017, 10:00 AM 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-359) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the October 24, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 358 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

October 17, 2017 minutes 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH                                        

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle stated that the he received an email from Mr. Randy 

Sandburg, EMS Director requesting the Commissioner’s approval for the purchase of an 

ambulance remount. Mr. Pyle stated that Mr. Sandburg said he would like to pick up the 

ambulance on Monday and would like a check cut today to take with him. The 

Commissioners were concerned with the purchase and the EMS budget. Mr. Emerson 

stated that when the EMS budget was approved the Commissioners gave the department 

the approval to purchase this. The Commissioners gave approval to cut the check today 

for Mr. Sandburg to purchase the ambulance remount.  The Commissioners would like 

Mr. Sandburg to meet with them on Tuesday at 9:00 AM for a work session to give a 

report on ambulance runs and collections.  
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Item Two: Mr. Pyle discussed the PSU annual luncheon that will be held on November 

17, 2017 and wanted to make sure that Commissioner Murphy was aware of the luncheon 

as he was not present at the meeting Friday when it was addressed. 

 

Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented a Lease and Option to Purchase 

between First National Bank of Girard and Crawford County Road and Bridge 

Department for a 2018 Freightliner Dump Truck in the amount of $123,728.50 at 1.69% 

interest for 24 months.  Mr. Emerson explained that the monthly payments would be 

$5,247.82. 
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On motion (17-360) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Lease and Option to Purchase between First National Bank of Girard and 

Crawford County Road and Bridge Department for a 2018 Freightliner Dump Truck in 

the amount of $123,728.50 at 1.69% interest for 24 months and authorize the Chairman 

to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson spoke about the Off-System Bridge Program through the State 

of Kansas. He stated that Mr. Randy Chiartano and CFS Engineers submitted applications 

for Crawford County for 4 bridges and only 1 bridge application was successful. Mr. 

Emerson stated that Mr. Kenny Blair with CFS stated that there were a lot of applications 

submitted this round and the County is lucky to get approval of the one bridge. He 

explained that the bridge located on 580th Avenue between 20th Street and 30th Street was 
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selected for funding and that a Form 1302 is needed for the project. He explained the 

form 1302 is a Project Programing Request Form and it shows that the project costs are 

estimated to be $520,000 of which the state will pay 80% and the County will pay 20% or 

$104,000. Mr. Emerson explained what items are not included in the match and will be 

100% of the County’s responsibility. He stated that the for 1302 will need to be submitted 

within the 30-day time line and also presented an agreement with CFS to do the design 

engineering on the bridge for $38,000. Commissioner Murphy would like Mr. Blair from 

CFS engineers to speak with the Commissioners before signing any paperwork. Mr. 

Emerson will contact Mr. Blair.  

 

Item Five: Commissioner Moody stated that he received a letter from the City of Arma 

with concerns about the dangerous intersection at 640th Avenue and US 69 Highway. He 

stated that in the last 17 years there have been 69 accidents, 2 deaths and 30 injuries at 

that intersection and that something needs to be done. Mr. Moody said that he would like 

to schedule a work session with a representative from the KDOT, the City of Arma 

Governing Body, the Commissioners and the State Legislators to see what can be done to 

alleviate this problem. Commissioner Moody explained that this problem is not going 

away and it is a very dangerous intersection. Mr. Emerson will work on setting up the 

work session. 
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Item Six: Mr. Moody stated that he has 2 trucks in very poor shape. He explained that 

one of the trucks has no heat or AC and the floorboard is totally rotted out. He stated he 

would like to purchase a replacement truck and that he found a white service truck ri4 

around $10,000 to $11,000 with approximately 100,000 miles. The Commissioners 

discussed trading in the old trucks or selling them on Purple Wave. Mr. Moody stated 

that the other truck will be replaced when the foreman truck is handed down.  



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 12 of 16 

 

On motion (17-361) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the purchase of a pickup truck for Road and Bridge District #2 not to exceed the 

price of $11,000.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

On motion (17-362) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approval the selling of 2 trucks on Purple Wave and a 3rd truck if needed.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Seven: Commissioner Murphy addressed purchasing a tree trimmer. Mr. Pyle 

showed a video clip of a Baumalight Incisor tree trimmer. Mr. Murphy stated that this 

trimmer should attach to one of the county’s excavators. The Commissioners discussed 

the different types of trimmers and what they will do. Mr. Murphy stated that Foley 

Equipment is a dealer for this type of trimmer and he will speak to them and check on a 

price and see if it will fit one of the County’s excavators. 

  

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS  

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle presented the Commissioners with the bound copies of the 

Employee Policy Manual. Mr. Pyle stated that the manuals will be distributed to current 

employees at the Benefits Fair and there will be extra copies for any new employees that 

are hired. The Commissioners stated that the manuals look very nice. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle addressed IMA and stated that they will be going back to BC/BS 

with the new plan design. Mr. Pyle showed the Proposed 2018 Plan Design Changes and 

discussed these changes with the Commissioners.  

 

Item Three:  Mr. Murphy addressed Codes Court and the Commissioners would like Mr. 

Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator to attend a Commission meeting periodically to give 

an update on Codes Court. Mr. Wood stated that he feels that Codes Courts needs to be 

done as soon as possible. The Commissioners discussed some properties that are in 

horrible shape and need cleaned up. Mr. Murphy suggested that Mr. Tim Fielder speak 

with the Commissioners as he deals with these situations for a couple of the cities in 

Crawford County. Mr. Moody will speak with Mr. Graham. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson presented the Conflict of Interest Policy. He stated that this 

policy is needed for the State Emergency Shelter Grant and that it is a good thing to have 

on file.  
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On motion (17-363) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Conflict of Interest Policy and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Troy Graham handed out a brief outline for codes court. He also handed 

out Manufactured Home Code, Nuisances and Dangerous Structures Abatement and 

Regulations, Recreation Vehicle Code and The Environmental Bulletin. Mr. Graham 

requested that the Commissioners look over this material and he will address these issues 

again on Friday, November 3 at the Commission Meeting. Mr. Moody discussed a large 

number of old tires on a property in the county. The Commissioners scheduled a work 

session with Mr. Graham to address Codes Court on Friday, November 3, 2017 at 9:00 

AM.   
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OLD BUSINESS continued 

 

Item Five: Mr. Murphy spoke about employee evaluations and he stated that they are due 

December 1, 2017. Mr. Pyle stated that he sent out an email with the due date. The 

Commissioners will discuss this further on Tuesday. 

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood addressed property, casualty and work comp insurance and a 

deadline for bids. The Commissioners decided that the deadline will be December 1, 

2017.  

 

Item Seven: Mr. Wood addressed a company that is interested in investments for County 

Employees and payroll deductions. Mr. Pyle explained how payroll deductions work and 

how pre-tax works.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: November 3, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning 

Administrator, regarding Codes Court. 

 

Item Two: November 3, 2017 – Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator presenting a 

Motion of Recommendation. 

 

Item Three:  November 13, 2017 – 9:00 AM Canvassing of the ballots from the 2017 

City/School General Election with the Regular Session commencing immediately after 

the canvass. 

  

   ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Item One: November 7, 2017 – 2017 City/School General Election Day. 

 

Item Two:  November 10, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

Veteran’s Day and the Regular Session of the Board of County Commissioners is 

cancelled. 

 

Item Three:  November 14, 2017 – The Regular Session of the Board of County 

Commissioners is cancelled. 

 

Item Four: November 14, 15 & 16 – All three Commissioners will be attending the 

KAC Conference in Overland Park, Kansas. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the October 27, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:32 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

 

____________________ 

Don Pyle 

County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 10/27/17 11:32 AM/amended BKW 10/30/17 2:20 PM 


