Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners’ Journal
2018, SEVENTY-FOURTH MEETING
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS Friday, October 12, 2018, 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Jeff Murphy served as the presiding officer.
Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance.
County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.
Chairman Murphy led the pledge of allegiance.
UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (18-363) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood
that the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the October 9, 2018 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.
SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:
Motion 18

361

Motion 18

362

That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the
October 5, 2018 minutes
To approve the minimum bids for the properties that will be included
in the Crawford County Tax Sale to be held Thursday, October 11,
2018 at 2:00 PM in the Courtroom at the Courthouse in Girard

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
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Item One: Mr. Larry Raskopf, owner of Larry’s Diesel Service, addressed the
Commissioners in reference to the tractor bids. He stated that he spoke to Shop Foreman
Greg Hite and received the information on the options the county is wanting for the
tractors. He presented the Commissioners with the bid. The Commissioners stated they
will review the bid.
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
NEW BUSINESS
Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented the Kansas Housing Resources
Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Recipient Request for Reimbursement
and Financial Status Report in the amount of $4,701.00. Mr. Emerson stated that this is
first drawdown for the new grant cycle and it covers July, August and September.
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On motion (18-364) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG)
Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of
$4,701.00 and authorize the Chairman to sign.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
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Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
Item Two: Commissioner Moody stated that he had asked County Appraiser Zac
Edwards and Deputy County Appraiser John Macary to address the values of the Triple T
Dog Food Plant and the Sugar Creek Bacon Plant. Mr. Edwards explained the values of
the plants and the increases in value for the 2018 tax year. He also addressed the
increases that will take place in the next tax year. Mr. Edwards discussed Sugar Creek
protesting their values in prior years. Mr. Macary and Mr. Edwards explained how the
Appraiser’s Office values the buildings and the land. Mr. Edwards discussed the Marshall
and Swift cost analysis that his office uses and stated that many counties in Kansas also
uses this method of cost analysis.
Item Three: Mr. Moody discussed the casino gaming revenue. County Clerk Don Pyle
displayed the fund sheet for the Commissioners to view. There was a discussion of the
monthly revenue amounts.
Item Four: Commissioner Wood addressed the tractors and equipment and the skidsteerer bids. The Commissioners discussed the bids they currently have and the trade in
allowance for the county’s Kubota tractor. Shop Foreman Greg Hite addressed the
tractors and stated that he recommends going with John Deere. He explained that the
department is familiar with John Deere and have had good luck with them in the past. Mr.
Hite stated that he has looked over the information on the Kioti tractors but still
recommends the John Deere. There was a discussion on the bids and options and the
protection plan on the John Deere tractors. The Commissioners stated they will look over
all the information and decide at a later date.
Mr. Hite discussed the pickups to be sold on Purple Wave. He also discussed selling
some old mowers on Purple Wave.
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS
Item One: Mr. Pyle discussed the meeting he attended on the Regional Wastewater
Treatment Plant Study in Frontenac yesterday. He informed the Commissions on who
was present at the meeting. He presented the Commissioners with notes he took and went
through what was discussed in the meeting. He addressed the scope of work and said that
he stated concerns at the meeting with people on septic systems being forced into
hooking on to a sewer system. He explained that the main focus of the study is to
determine the needs of local communities to see if they are ready for industry over the
next 30 to 50 years. He discussed the cost of the plan and how it would be paid for. Mr.
Pyle stated that there will be a conference call today with the state pertaining to the study
at 2:00 PM and he will be participating. He gave the Commissioners information on how
to log into the conference call if they wish. Mr. Murphy stated that he would like to know
the process that was taken in selecting Earle’s Engineering, the engineering firm that is
writing the scope of study on this project.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
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Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for 5 minutes to discuss
items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.
On motion (18-365) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy
to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more
than 5 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client
Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim
Emerson and County Clerk Don Pyle and to reconvene by 11:02 AM.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:55 AM and reconvened the Open
Session at 11:00 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS continued
Item One continued: Mr. Murphy requested that Mr. Pyle contact the City of Pittsburg
and the City of Frontenac and have them explain the selection process in picking an
engineering firm for the Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant Study.
Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that his office is in the process of preparing advance ballots
for mailing. He stated that the last day to register to vote or to change your registration is
October 16, 2018. He also stated that the first day to mail advanced ballots is October 17,
2018. Mr. Pyle informed the Commissioners on the dates and places of the early voting
centers and that advance voting opens in the County Clerk’s office on October 17, 2018.
Mr. Wood addressed residences that may have multiple voters registered at that address
and Mr. Pyle stated that a report can be generated to list this information. Mr. Pyle
explained the process in registering to vote and signing the application certifying that
they live at that address and stated that the applicant is committing a crime by registering
at a false address. He also addressed the checks that are in place to make sure voters are
not registered in duplicate or registered to vote in multiple States.
Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson stated that there is some road and bridge
bond issue money sitting in a bond issue account and he needs permission to move the
money into the road and bridge equipment reserve fund. The Commissioners agreed.
Item Four: Mr. Emerson addressed the Local Road Safety Plan agreement between
KDOT & Crawford County. He stated that with this agreement, KDOT will look at the
county roads and present a plan. He explained that the benefit of the agreement is that
when more funding is available, if you have a plan in place you will be eligible for funds
before a county that does not have a plan in place. Mr. Emerson stated that the state
covers 90% and it is a 90/10 match and the county’s financial obligation is $5,043.93
along with 19 other counties paying the same amount. He stated that 60 days after the
execution of the contract the county has to deposit their obligated amount of $5,043.93.
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On motion (18-366) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the Local Road Safety Plan agreement between KDOT and Crawford County.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
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Item Five: Commissioner Murphy stated that he asked Zoning Administrator to supply
the Commissioners with a 2018 Current Nuisance List as of 9/30/2018. Mr. Moody stated
that the list is helpful.
Item Six: Mr. Murphy addressed the Silverback Landing Development Project. He
presented information he received from Mr. Frank Young, Ag Engineering. Mr. Murphy
stated that Mr. Young was scheduled to attend the meeting on October 19, 2018 but is
unable to attend that day and would like to reschedule to October 16, 2018. Mr. Moody
stated that the Commission Meeting scheduled for October 16, 2018 is cancelled due to
KAC. Mr. Pyle stated that the October 25, 2018 is the deadline for a response. Mr. Young
was contacted via conference call to see when he will be able to attend a Commission
Meeting. Mr. Young stated that an engineer from Earle’s Engineering has offered to
come to the Commission meeting when he is scheduled to answer any questions the
Commissioners may have. Mr. Wood stated that he is not in favor of the engineer from
Earle’s Engineering being present during Mr. Young’s presentation. Mr. Moody stated
that he does not mind the engineer attending and it is a public meeting. Mr. Murphy felt it
would be a good idea to have him present to answer questions. Mr. Moody agreed and
stated that he could also answer questions that Mr. Young might need clarification on.
The Commissioners decided to schedule a Regular Session of the Board on October 18,
2018 at 9:00 AM and to cancel the meeting on October 19, 2018. Mr. Young will attend
the meeting on October 18. Commissioner Murphy asked Mr. Young about the pipe
coming out of the retention pond. Mr. Young explained this to the Commissioners and
Mr. Young discussed the plans for the retention ponds.

Item Seven: Mr. Wood addressed the 2018 Current Nuisance List and stated that he feels
that the county is being too lenient. Mr. Wood discussed some of the properties on the
list. Mr. Murphy requested that Mr. Graham address the Commissioners. Mr. Wood
asked Mr. Graham about one of the properties on the list that has been in Codes Court.
Mr. Wood stated that these nuisances are dragging out for too long and something needs
to be done sooner. Mr. Graham explained that once the case goes to Codes Court it is
then the judge’s decision on fines and the process to follow after being fined. Mr.
Graham also stated that some of the properties are cleaned and then inspected and then
the property goes right back to being a nuisance after being cleaned. Mr. Graham
explained that some of the properties he feels are successful as the landowners were
threatened with Codes Court and the property owners took care of the situation. Mr.
Graham and the Commissioners discussed the nuisance regulations. The Commissioners
and Mr. Graham also discussed some of the properties on the list and what the next steps
will be. Mr. Graham stated that a big problem with notifying the landowners is getting
them served. He gave the Commissioners information on the next case to appear in Codes
Court. Mr. Emerson explained that the first appearance in codes court is a guilty or not
guilty plea and then another court date is set in 30 days. Mr. Wood requested a list from
Mr. Graham of the nuisances that have been taken care of after being threatened with
Codes Court.
UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:
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Item One: October 18, 2018 – Mr. Frank Young, Ag Engineering discussing Silverback
Landing Development Project.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Item One: October 16, 2018 – The Regular Session of the Board of County
Commission is cancelled due to all three Commissioners attending the KAC Conference.
Item Two: October 18, 2018 – The Board of Crawford County Commission will meet in
regular session at 9:00 AM
Item Three: October 19, 2018 – The Regular Session of the Board of Crawford County
Commission is cancelled.
UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment
On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adjourn the October 12, 2018 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners
at 11:59 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

_____________________________

Don Pyle
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken BKW 10/12/18 11:59 AM/amended BKW 10/17/18 1:32 PM
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