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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, EIGHTY-FOURTH MEETING 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

                                                                                          Girard, KS Tuesday, November 7, 2017, 10:00 AM 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes. 

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (17-369) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the November 3, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 365 That the consent agenda be approved including:  Approval of the 

October 31, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 366 To approve the Motion of Recommendation to approve a conditional 

use for the proposed establishment of a new greenhouse, single wide 

placement and produce sales area to be known as “Prairie Garden 

Produce” with the condition that the mobile home be used as an office 

only and not be used as living quarters as recommended by the 

Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board 
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Motion 17 367 To approve the Agreement for Purchase of Services between Labette 

Community College and Crawford County and authorize the Chairman 

to sign 

Motion 17 368 To approve an Agreement of Conditions of Grant for the Juvenile 

Justice Reinvestment and Regional Collaboration Grants and authorize 

the Chairman to sign 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH                                        

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator, presented Resolution #2017-028, a 

resolution to amend, change or modify the existing use on property and to approve a 

conditional land use to allow for new development which would be used as a greenhouse 

and fresh market known as “Prairie Garden Produce”. All three Commissioners stated 

they thought this would be a good operation.  
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On motion (17-370) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-028, a resolution to amend, change or modify the existing use on 

property and to approve a conditional land use to allow for new development which 

would be used as a greenhouse and fresh market known as “Prairie Garden Produce”. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: The Commissioners and Mr. Graham discussed some properties in the county 

that are in need of clean up. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS  

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor, informed the Commissioner about a 

presentation about the shooting in Heston, Kansas in February 2016. He stated that the 

presentation is called “A Day of Tragedy: Lessons Learned from the Excel Industries 

Shooting” which will be presented on November 29, 2017 from 9:00 AM to Noon at the 

Bicknell Family Center for the Arts.  He stated that he has heard that this is a very good 

presentation and he plans on attending. Mr. Moody would like all elected officials and 

department heads be aware of the meeting. The Commissioners discussed the current 
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emergency plan in place at the courthouse and also discussed an emergency plan and 

training for all county buildings with the employees. The Commissioners will check with 

Mr. VanBecelaere on this issue. 

 
 

Item Two: Commissioner Murphy stated that Mr. Ed Fields spoke with him about his 

concerns with the Christmas Tree that was planted in the Courtyard and that he felt that 

running extension cords to the gazebo for the lights would be unsafe. He said that Mr. 

Fields stated that a conduit needs to be buried with an outlet. The Commissioners agreed 
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but are not sure if there is time to do it for this year. The Commissioners discussed where 

to place the conduit. Commissioner Wood will check into this. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Murphy stated he is not happy with the quality of the parking blocks in 

the courthouse parking lot and stated they are chipped and not flat on the bottom. 

Commissioner Moody stated that he is concerned with the angle they were placed at. The 

Commissioners discussed painting the blocks. The Commissioners agreed that the blocks 

are sufficient for the price paid. Mr. Murphy stated that they are not anchored down yet 

but will be. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Murphy reported on an employee that spoke to him in reference to the 

wellness program and how it has helped him improve his health conditions. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Wood stated that Westar will be doing a presentation on November 16, 

2017 at Pittsburg Fire Station #1 and there will be a session in the morning and a session 

in the afternoon. He said that he does not want to make it mandatory unless the employee 

has not yet attended a session. He also said that if the employee has already attended the 

sessions they may also attend again if they wish to. Mr. Wood stated that he needs a 

headcount for the presentation. He stated that there will be employees attending from the 

Sheriff’s Department and the EMS Department. The foremen will contact Mr. Wood with 

the number of employees from their district that will be attending. 

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood discussed the new trucks for the foremen and stated that he is 

waiting on bids from the local dealership and if does not hear from the dealerships soon 

he would like to go ahead with the state bid. 

 

Item Seven: Mr. Wood discussed the Centennial Bridge project and reported on the 

progress. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the October 2017 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. 

Pyle stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll 

and bills during the month of October. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of 

the September 2017 to October 2017 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for 

comparison.  Mr. Pyle reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some 

of the reasons for the changes. There was a lengthy discussion about road & bridge and 

special bridge funds.  
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On motion (17-371) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the October 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: The Commissioners discussed having a work session with EMS on their bills 

and collections and discussed an ambulance that was involved in an accident with a deer. 

Mr. Pyle will contact Mr. Sandberg and Dr. Stebbins to schedule a work session. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson stated that he needs to send an RSVP for the Economic 

Lifelines Meeting. Mr. Emerson stated he will attend and Mr. Murphy stated he will be at 

the luncheon. Mr. Moody and Mr. Wood said they will both try to attend. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION    

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session to discuss 

items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-372) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 20 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:07 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:16 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

OLD BUSINESS continued 

 

Item Four: The Commissioners discussed the County Health Insurance and had a 

meeting with IMA Consulting via conference call at 12:00 Noon.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  November 13, 2017 – 9:00 AM Canvassing of the ballots from the 2017 

City/School General Election with the Regular Session commencing immediately after 

the canvass. 
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Item Two: November 13, 2017 – Mr. Kenny Blair, CFS Engineers addressing the Off-

System Bridge Program. 

 

Item Three: November 17, 2017 – Mr. Rick Pfeiffer, Executive Director and Ms. 

Heather Spaur, Director of Personnel and Marketing, Crawford County Mental Health 

presenting Mental Health Advocacy Award. 

  

   ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Item One: November 7, 2017 – 2017 City/School General Election Day. 

 

Item Two:  November 10, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

Veteran’s Day and the Regular Session of the Board of County Commissioners is 

cancelled. 

 

Item Three:  November 14, 2017 – The Regular Session of the Board of County 

Commissioners is cancelled. 

 

Item Four: November 14, 15 & 16 – All three Commissioners will be attending the 

KAC Conference in Overland Park, Kansas. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the November 7, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:55 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

____________________ 

Don Pyle 

County Clerk 

 

 

<> 
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This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 11/07/17 12:55 PM/amended BKW 11/9/17 1:30 PM 


