Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, THIRTY-SEVENTH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS” BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Friday, May 30, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioners Bruce Blair and Carl Wood were in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (25-215) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the May 27, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 211 | That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May
23, 2025 minutes
Motion 25 212 | To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for

15 minutes to discuss contracts pursuant to the non-elected personnel
exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the
individual employees. The County Commissioners, County Counselor
Jim Emerson, and Communications Director Tim Mikrut attended the
executive session. The open meeting will resume at 10:27 AM. The
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Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25 213 | To approve the appointment of Mr. Matthew Bonner and Ms. Addison
Tucker for juvenile court
Motion 25 214 | To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session

for 15 minutes to discuss Road and Bridge which would be deemed
privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the
consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the
County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson present.
The open meeting will resume at 10:51 A.M. The motion passed 3-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

NEW BUSINESS

Item One: Director of Fiscal Services Randi Ryan presented the May 2025 ARPA
Drawdown. She explained the report to the Commissioners.

On motion (25-216) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the ARPA Drawdown request for May 2025.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Commissioner Blair asked where they are at with ARPA funding and Ms. Ryan
explained.

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson mentioned he received a letter from the
Juvenile Detention Center and wanted to give the Commissioners an update. He
presented the Commissioners with the 2026 numbers for the Juvenile Detention Center
and explained the difference from the 2025 budget.

Item Three: Mr. Emerson stated he wanted to draw the Commissioner’s attention to a
couple of new items on future business and announcements. He stated the Commissioners
are invited to a KDOT local officials meeting before their open houses for the US 69
Highway Study.

Item Four: Commissioner Wood mentioned he is going to get a meeting set up between
himself, Mr. Emerson, and Ms. Ryan to go over some details and see if there is a way to
save some money on worker’s compensation. He mentioned others could join the
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meeting as well. Ms. Ryan discussed utilizing the Health Department for worker’s
compensation claims as well. Commissioner Wood stated to make sure people are still
aware to contact Ms. Ryan if there is a work related injury. Commissioner Blair stated he
would like to possibly utilize the Health Department when it comes to drug testing on
worker’s compensation and new hires. Commissioner Moody discussed the same
employees getting drug tested repeatedly when it is supposed to be random. Mr. Emerson
mentioned that Freeman Health is in charge of this and it is supposed to be a random
pick. Commissioner Moody asked Mr. Emerson to revisit this with Freeman.

Item Five: Commissioner Moody mentioned he discussed with the lawn care company
what they would like done with the Courthouse lawn.

Item Six: Commissioner Wood discussed some shrubs located at the flag pole. He stated
he asked one of the custodians to pass along to Mr. Robert Gorentz or Mr. Aaron Crozier
to have Noxious Weeds Tommy Scales to have them sprayed to kill them.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Commissioner Blair discussed wash outs of roads with the rain lately.
Commissioner Wood mentioned the road work being done currently.

Item Two: Commissioner Moody discussed the house on 160 Highway that they have
had complaints on. He stated they have hauled even more tires on to their property.
Commissioner Wood asked why these landowners cannot be sued since they have already
been to court for this issue and Mr. Emerson explained they can put it on their property
taxes. Mr. Emerson stated there is statute for this that they can follow. Commissioner
Blair discussed if this is going to be a recurring issue then they need to find a third party
to clean up the property instead of the Road and Bridge crews.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 20 minutes
to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-217) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 20 minutes to
discuss legal advice regarding EMS agreement which would be deemed privileged in the
attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A.
75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson
present. The open meeting will resume at 10:44 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:24 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:44 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Item Seven: Mr. Emerson presented the Commissioners with an agreement for tuition
reimbursement obligation for EMS. Mr. Emerson briefly explained the agreement.

On motion (25-218) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the Tuition Reimbursement Obligation Agreement and authorizing the Chairman
to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Eight: Commissioner Wood asked Mr. Emerson and Ms. Ryan when they would
like to meet with Dr. Sullivans clinic regarding worker’s compensation. He asked them to
think about it and they will talk about it the following week.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: June 3, 2025- 8:30 AM Budget Work Session with Department Heads.

Item Two: June 3, 2025- Mr. Mark Lehman, Crawford County Conservation District
Chairperson, discussing budget proposal.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Item One: June 4, 2025- KDOT Local Officials meeting to discuss U.S 69 Highway
Study at Sacred Heart Catholic Church from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM. One or more
Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Two: June 4, 2025- KDOT Open House to discuss US 69 Highway Study at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and Pittsburg High School from 4:00
PM to 6:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Three: June 5, 2025- KDOT Local Officials meeting to discuss US 69 Highway
Study at Home Cole Community Center from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM. One or more
Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Four: June 5, 2025- KDOT Open House to discuss US 69 Highway Study at
Homer Cole Community Center from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and Northeast High School
from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Five: June 5, 2025- 6:00 PM Comprehensive Plan Survey and Zoning Information
Meeting with Mr. Joshua Albin in the 3@ Floor Courtroom. One or more Commissioners
may be in attendance.
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Item Six: June 6, 2025- KDOT Virtual Open House to discuss US 69 Highway Study
from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair to adjourn
the May 30, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 10:49 AM
and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 06/02/2025 10:33 AM/amended BKW 6/2/25 11:00 AM
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