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        Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, THIRTY-SECOND MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

                                                                                                  Girard, KS Tuesday, May 2, 2017, 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-158) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 28, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioner. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 152 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

25, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 153 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 17 154 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and Road and Bridge Coordinator Liz 

Hart 
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Motion 17 155 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 17 156 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 17 157 To increase the limit on the County Appraiser’s Office County Visa 

Credit Card to $4,000.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Ms. Rebecca Brubaker. Executive Director, Safehouse Crisis Resource Center 

presented the Commissioners with the Emergency Solution Grant (ESG) Application for 

the Program year 2017. to close the Coffeyville shelter and explained the reasoning why 

it was closed and what took place. Ms. Brubaker gave the Commissioners some 

information on the current Pittsburg shelter and spoke about the new facility being 

constructed in Pittsburg.  She explained that they are not constructing a new building but 

completely refurbishing an existing large building. Ms. Brubaker stated that the new 

building will able to house men which currently men are housed in a hotel until a facility 

is found. Mr. Wood was answered that Safehouse Crisis Resource Center serves 7 

counties in SE Kansas and that the average age of the clients served are in their 20’s with 

small children. Ms. Brubaker stated that the new facility is a couple of months away from 

opening and addressed the security that will be in the new facility.  
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On motion (17-159) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Application and Authorize the 

Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Jason VanBecelaere, Crawford County Emergency Manager, presented 

Resolution #2017-013, a Resolution and Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster 

Emergency for Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. VanBecelaere explained how the disaster 

emergency funds are allocated and that the he is not sure at this time if the damages from 

the recent rains and flooding will qualify for funds but if the Proclamation is not done 

Crawford County will not qualify for assistance if needed.   Mr. VanBecelaere reported 

on the areas that were flooded and some of the damages from the excessive rain and 

showed a slide presentation of some of the areas. He stated that there were no water 

rescues but 5 vehicles and 1 semi-truck that was stranded due to the water. He explained 

that these vehicles went around barricades. He also showed a video that Mr. Graham had 

taken with his drone showing a truck that was stranded in the water and showed how the 

drone was able to fly close enough to vehicle to show that it was unoccupied. Mr. 

VanBecelaere discussed barricades and signage for the flooded roads. There was a 

discussion on how drones could help out in emergency situations. The Commissioners 

and Mr. VanBecelaere discussed the flooding of county roads and the damages caused.  
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On motion (17-160) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-013, A Resolution and Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster 

Emergency for Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed.   
 

Item Two:  Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator, gave a report on the KDHE Zika 

Virus Mitigation Tire Program held this Saturday in Pittsburg and Girard. He stated that 

the sites were closed at noon due to inclement weather but are still allowing residents to 

drop off tires at the locations that were unable to do so Saturday.  Mr. Graham stated that 

he will have Champlin Tire Recycling pick up the tires later in the week and should still 

have funds left over. Mr. Wood asked about have another tire pick up in the fall with the 

left-over funds and Mr. Graham will check with the State to see if this is acceptable.                                                                                                                         

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS   

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the April 2017 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and 

bills during the month of April. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the 

March 2017 to April 2017 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for comparison.  

Mr. Pyle reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some of the 

reasons for the changes. 
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On motion (17-161) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the April 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Two: County Clerk Don Pyle presented a Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error 

in the assessing of Personal Property owned by Carson McDaniel Cost LLC and to 

request an abatement in the amount of $32.36 from the 2015 tax rolls. Mr. Pyle explained 

the truck was totaled in 2014 and the taxpayer failed to report. 
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On motion (17-162) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the assessing of Personal 

Property owned by Carson McDaniel Cost LLC and to request an abatement in the 

amount of $32.36 from the 2015 tax rolls and Authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 12 of 15 

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Jim Emerson presenting a contract between Heckert Construction Co 

and Crawford County for asphalt for 2017. 

 

On motion (17-163) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the contract between Heckert Construction Co and Crawford County for 

asphalt for 2017. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES continued 

 

Item Two: Mr. Chris Weiner presented the Commissioners with the City of Girard 

Resolution #2017-004, a Resolution of the City of Girard, Kansas, Requesting the Board 

of County Commissioners of Crawford County, Kansas, to Make Certain Findings 

Regarding the Annexation of Property at 178 Peak Lane, Girard, Kansas. Mr. Weiner 

explained that this will be an island annexation for 1 parcel of land at 178 Peak Lane. He 

also stated that this resolution does not allow any annexation of bordering properties due 

to state laws. He explained that the annexation was requested by the land owner who is 

the newly appointed City of Girard Fire Chief and city policy requires the Fire Chief 

reside inside the City Limits of Girard. Mr. Weiner requested that the Commissioners 

review the resolution and provide an answer within 30 days. Mr. Murphy asked about the 

city maintaining Peak Lane and Mr. Weiner stated that it is not the City’s intention and 

the only change will be policy and fire activities. Mr. Weiner invited the Commissioners 

to attend a meeting at St. Michael’s Hall on Tuesday May 9, 2017 at 6:00 PM in Girard to 

address annexation, utilities and Girard City Development over the next 20 years.  
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NEW BUSINESS continued 
 

Item Four: Mr. Wood spoke about extended warranties for the 2 new John Deere 

Tractors that were purchased last year. He explained the details, pricing and length of the 

extended warranties. 

 

On motion (17-164) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve purchasing extended warranties on 2 John Deere Tractors and Authorize the 

Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 
 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson stated that Commissioner Wood, himself & Mr. Pyle are 

registered to attend the KAC supper on May 18, 2017 in Paola.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson stated he made Chamber Banquet reservations for 8 people on 

May 25, 2017.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy stated that he will not be in attendance at the meeting on 

Friday, May, 2017. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item Four: Mr. Moody stated he will at the National Guard meeting at PSU tomorrow. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: May 5, 2017 – Mr. Darrell Pulliam, President and Mr. Steve Kosman, 

Membership Director, Southeast Kansas, Inc. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  May 5, 2017 – Pittsburg Chamber First Friday Luncheon from Noon to 1:00 

PM at the Bicknell Family Center for the Arts. 

 

Item Two: May 18, 2016 – KAC Supper on in Paola.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the May 2, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:29 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 
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________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 5/02/17 11:29 AM/amended BKW 5/4/17 2:30 PM 

 


