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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, FORTY-SECOND MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                              Girard, KS, Friday, May 29, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

 

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 

Item One: Chairman Blair presented a Proclamation proclaiming Friday, June 29, 2020 

as Kansas Army National Guard 891st Battalion Day in Crawford County, Kansas. 

Chairman Blair read the proclamation.  
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On motion (20-225) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Proclamation proclaiming Friday, June 29, 2020 as Kansas Army National 

Guard 891st Battalion Day in Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

All three Commissioners presented the proclamation to the Battalion members present. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

On motion (20-226) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the May 22, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 221 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

19, 2020 minutes 

Motion 20 222 To rescind the Crawford County order put forth by the Crawford 

County Health Officer and the Crawford County Board of Health 

passed on 5/15/2020 that went into effect on May 18, 2020 at 12:00 

AM 

Motion 20 223 To open the public hearing on the Kansas Department of Commerce 

Small Cities CDGB-CV Grant 

Motion 20 224 To close the public hearing on the Kansas Department of Commerce 

Small Cities CDGB-CV Grant 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS continued 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Item One: County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson addressed the Commissioners 

regarding the COVID 19 outbreak. She stated that the Governor put forth a new disaster 

declaration and the executive order was not renewed with the new declaration.  She 

explained that as of Monday, May 25 at 12:01 AM Crawford County is not under any 

legal order. She said that she would like the Board of Health to adopt the “Kansas Ad 

Astra: A Plan to Reopen KANSAS” to be the Crawford County plan as a 

recommendation to the citizens and businesses in the County. Ms. Adamson explained 

that this would be a recommendation only and Crawford County would have no legal 

plan in place. She stated that all the businesses she has spoken to plan to continue 

following Phase 2 of the plan and most of the surrounding counties are using Phase 2 as a 

suggestion and are not putting a legal order in place. Ms. Adamson stated that Phase 3 is 

scheduled to go into effect on June 8, 2020. She explained that at this time bars & 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 4 of 14 

nightclubs and public swimming pools can be opened if they wish and that fairs, parades 

and ball games can be held. She stated that by using common sense and following basic 

guidelines we can protect each other. She explained what would take place if an outbreak 

should happen. She explained that the 4 metrics, death rate, health care systems ability to 

handle the load, our ability to test and our ability to trace, isolate and quarantine is how 

will we decide if changes need to be made. She discussed testing and supplies. 

 

On motion (20-227) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

adopt the “Ad Astra: A Plan to Reopen KANSAS” as the recommendations for reopening 

Crawford County.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Ms. Adamson stated that she is a member of the Crawford County Recovery Task Force 

that was started by Shawn Naccarato and stated who some of the other members of the 

task force are. She explained that she would like a central point to put out information to 

the citizens of the county and would like to use the County Website. County Clerk Don 

Pyle stated that the information should be sent to Brandon Spaur in the IT Department as 

a direct link to the website and suggested the information also be sent to him. She 

explained what the task force will be doing.  

 

Item Two:  Mr. Michael Ehling, Crawford County Mental Health Executive 

Administrator stated that the Addiction Treatment Center has been re-opened and is 

accepting clients. He explained that the Challenger Program will start on Monday, June 1, 

the Discovery Program has been operational for 2 to 3 weeks, and the lobbies at the 

Mental Health Center have been reopened.  

  

County Counselor Jim Emerson discussed the current procedure at the Courthouse and he 

feels it is okay to end the screening process and to change the hours from 8:00 AM to 

4:00 PM for a couple of weeks and then change back to normal hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 

PM. He stated the Motor Vehicle at the Judicial Center in Pittsburg will remain closed at 

this time. The Commissioners and Mr. Emerson thanked Ms. Adamson for allowing an 

employee of the health department to conduct the screening process the last few weeks. It 

was decided that starting Monday, June 1, 2020 to no longer do a screening process or a 

log in process at the entrance and to change the hours to 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  

 

Undersheriff Scott Tyrell stated that the drive through VIN Inspection will be ending 

today and on Monday it will be done through the lobby at the jail. He explained that they 

will also be allowing some inmate visitation and the employees will still do self-checks 

when coming into the building.  

 

Ms. Adamson stated that the employees at the Health Department will still have their 

temperature taken before entering the building.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 
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Item One: Opening of chip & seal oil bids. County Clerk Don Pyle stated that three bids 

were received. He opened the bids and read the bids from Wright Asphalt Products Co., 

Eldorado, Kansas, Vance Brothers Inc., Kansas City, Missouri & Coastal Energy 

Corporation, Willow Springs, Missouri.   
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On motion (20-228) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve giving the 2020 asphalt bids to Road & Bridge Coordinator Alyssa Edwards, 

Asphalt Foreman Randy Chiartano and County Counselor Jim Emerson to review and 

return with a recommendation. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle stated that he sent out a press release stating that June 

1, 2020 at 12:00 Noon is the deadline to file for any office for the upcoming election 
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unless running as an independent candidate. He explained that is also the deadline for any 

voter to change their political party.  

 

Item Two: Commissioner Moody discussed budget requests. Mr. Pyle said he sent out 

emails to the department heads for the budget requests and will begin scheduling budget 

work sessions starting on Monday June, 9, 2020 at 9:00 AM. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Johnson stated that he spoke to Baker Fire Chief Mike Ryan 

about putting a storm siren in Chicopee that was donated by City of Pittsburg. Emergency 

Management Director Rusty Akins explained how the siren was received and where the 

siren will be located. He stated that Evergy will be donating and setting the pole and 

running the electric to it and the siren will be set from the City of Pittsburg’s signal.  

 

Item Four: Commissioner Blair stated that he will meeting with Jayhawk Wind 

representatives on Monday at 9:00 AM for an update.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson handed information on the current county 

sanitation services that included the location of the service, container sizes, frequency of 

pickup, who provides the services and the costs per month.  He explained that he will 

present a bid packet on Tuesday and he would like to have the bids back by July 1, 2020. 

He stated that the bid packet will be mailed to local haulers and a notice will also be in 

the newspaper.  
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Item Two: Mr. Emerson presented an Advertisement for Proposal and Notice to Bidders 

for the census mailer with the bid to be returned by June 19, 2020 and will be opened that 

day.  He explained that the bid is for the printing, addressing and mailing of 

approximately 16,300 census postcards. He stated that sample postcards will be available 

for the bidders. He said that the bid information will be sent to local printers and a notice 

will also be in the newspaper. Commissioners approved the bid information.  
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Item Three: Commissioner Johnson addressed revamping the employee handbook and 

pay schedule. Mr. Emerson would like to schedule a work session with the 

Commissioners along with himself, the Fiscal Office, County Clerk Don Pyle and 

Representatives from The Bukaty Agency via telephone. The Commissioners scheduled a 

Work Session at 9:30 AM on Friday, June 5, 2020. 

 

Item Four:  Mr. Blair addressed FEMA funds from last year’s storm damages.  Mr. 

Emerson stated that he has not heard an update recently but will check on the issue.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Bruce Blair requested an executive session for 15 minutes to 

discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 
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On motion (20-229) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss the evaluation process for Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to 

reconvene by 11:10 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:55 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 11:05 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: June 2, 2020 – Mr. Mac Young and Ms. Tracy Harris presenting Community 

Corrections FY 2021 Comprehensive Plan and Behavioral Health Grant. 

 

Item Two: June 5, 2020 – 9:30 AM Work Session with Representatives from Bukaty 

Company via telephone.  

 

Item Three: June 5, 2020 – Mr. Mark Lehman, Crawford County Conservation District 

Chairman presenting the 2021 Conservation District Budget. 

 

Item Four: June 9, 2020 -- Ms. Debra Anthony and Mr. Roger Lomshek, Crawford 

County Active Transportation Board addressing updates to resolution. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: The Courthouse in Girard is open to the public from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

until further notice. The Motor Vehicle office at the Judicial Center in Pittsburg will 

remain closed but residents may use the drop box at the Security Desk at the Judicial 

Center for motor vehicle and tax payments to be processed at the courthouse. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the May 29, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:05 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   
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Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

_____________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
 Taken by BKW 5/29/2020 11:10 AM/amended BKW 6/1/2020  


