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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, THIRTY-NINTH MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

                                                                                               Girard, KS Friday, May 26, 2017, 10:00 AM  
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioner Jeff Murphy was in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-189) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the May 23, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 186 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

19, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 187 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields 

Motion 17 188 To adopt Resolution #2017-015, A Resolution Prohibiting the 

Operation of Trucks and Commercial Vehicles on a Portion of 560th 

Avenue in Crawford County, Kansas 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One:  Ms. Kari West, Business Manager, Westar Energy, discussing a Grant of 

Right of Way. Ms. West showed pictures of the area that the transmission pole will be 

placed on the Homer Cole Community Center property that is owned by Crawford 

County. She explained the measurements of the base, the height of the pole and how 

many circuits will be coming off of the substation. She stated that the pole will placed 

14.3 feet back from the curb and 12.4 feet away from the asphalt driveway. Ms. West 

informed the Commissioners that all of the Westar poles down Joplin Street are going to 

be replaced. She said that Westar will purchase the Right of Way from Crawford County 

in the amount of $4,100.00.  Mr. Emerson stated that he has viewed the document and 

has no issues with it. 
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On motion (17-190) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Grant of Right of Way between the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners of Crawford County, Kansas and Kansas Gas & Electric Company, a 

subsidiary of Westar Energy, Inc. and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two:  Mr. Dave Goble, Crawford State Park addressing Crawford County Sewer 

District #4. Mr. Goble stated that Crawford State Park is building a new boat ramp 

facility which will include a handicap accessible restroom. He explained that a grinder 

pump will be installed, will meet all specs and will be hooked into the Sewer District. 

The Commissioner and Mr. Goble discussed who will do the installation to the sewer 

lines. Mr. Robert Gorentz, Maintenance Supervisor stated that it would be best to have 

Stoughton Inc, do the installation as they currently do the maintenance for the District on 

the sewer lines. Mr. Goble explained that all costs will be paid for by the Park. The 

Commissioners requested that Mr. Goble keep in touch with Mr. Coby Hinton, Mr. 

Gorentz or Ms. May Smith on the progress of the project. 

 

Item Three:  Mr. Goble addressed the Commissioners about annual maintenance on the 

sewer lines for Crawford County Sewer District #4. He said that in the original specs for 

the Sewer District the lines are to be flushed once a year which is not being done. He 

explained that when the County took over the Sewer District they did not have the 

equipment to flush the lines.  He said that he is a member of the Sherman Township Fire 

Department and the department has purchased a new pumper and asked if the 

Commissioners would be interested in purchasing the old pumper. He explained that the 

pumper could be used to flush the sewer lines. Mr. Goble showed the Commissioners a 

picture of the pumper truck and stated that he feels that some of the maintenance 

problems might have been avoided if the lines had been flushed each year. He said that 

he feels that common sense states that if the lines are not being flushed there is buildup 

occurring and more pumps are being replaced as a result.  Mr. Goble explained the details 

of the pumper to Mr. Gorentz and suggested that if it is decided to flush the lines the best 

time would be in November when the park traffic is down. He said he believes that the 

lines had been flushed one time. Mr. Wood agreed that the lines should be flushed to cut 

down on maintenance issues. The Commissioners informed Mr. Goble that they will 

discuss this issue. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS   

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk stated that Ms. Angie Hadley attended the 

Commission meeting on May 16, 2016 and at that time the Commission approved the FY 

2018 Kansas Department of Correction Grant Funds Budget Summary and Budget 

Narrative and one of the signature pages was inadvertently missed. He stated that Ms. 

Hadley has requested this form be signed. Chairman Wood and County Clerk Don Pyle 

signed the form. 
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Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that Ms. Diane VanBecelaere, RN from the Health 

Department sent him an email with information about Crawford County being a member 

of the Kansas Breast Feeding Coalition Inc. Mr. Pyle wanted the Commissioners to be 

aware of this and suggested that Ms. VanBecelaere attend a future Commission meeting 

and explain the details when Commissioner Moody is in attendance.  



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 7 of 15 

 
 

Item Three: There was a discussion on the maintenance of the storm sirens located 

outside city limits.   

 

Item Four:  Mr. Emerson, County Counselor stated that he received an e-mail from 

County Treasurer Joe Grisolano stating that the health insurance claims for this week are 

$117,070.04 and that $118,000 needs to be deposited into the Risk Management fund.  

Mr. Wood stated that he would like to have Blue Cross and Blue Shield Representative 

Ms. Cristi Mitchell speak with Commissioners on Tuesday, May 30. The Commissioners 

talked about the amount of money that has been transferred from other funds to the Risk 

Management fund in 2017. Mr. Murphy stated that there has to be a solution figured out 

within the next couple of weeks as there not too many more options available. The 

Commissioners feel that the only viable solution at this time is to raise the employee’s 
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monthly premiums. Mr. Pyle will contact Ms. Mitchell and ask her to attend the 

Commission meeting on May 30 and will let the Elected Officials and Department Heads 

know that Ms. Mitchell is attending the meeting Tuesday so they may attend if they wish 

to do so. 

 
 

On motion (17-191) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to a Transfer $118,000 from the General Fund to the Risk Management Fund. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five:  Mr. Murphy addressed the KDOT Off-System Bridge Program for the 

Federal Fiscal Year 2019. He explained that this program is for smaller bridges on gravel 

roads. He stated he spoke to Mr. Chiartano and asked him to research how to apply for 

this program. 
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UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Jim Emerson presenting Resolution #2017-016, A Resolution Prohibiting 

the Operation of Through Trucks and Commercial Vehicles on a Portion of 200th Street 

in Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson stated that this if for 200th Street between K-

126 Highway on the South and 590th Avenue on the North. 
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On motion (17-192) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to adopt Resolution #2017-016, A Resolution Prohibiting the Operation of Through 

Trucks and Commercial Vehicles on a Portion of 200th Street in Crawford County, 

Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Wood addressed the approval of a proposal from James River 

Mechanical for the dehydration of two chiller circuits in the amount of $9,440.00 and a 
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proposal from James River Mechanical for the purchase of a spare compressor for the 

chiller system in the amount of $28,857.00 both for the Judicial Center. The 

Commissioners discussed which fund the money will be taken from. 
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On motion (17-193) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to approve the proposal from James River Mechanical for the dehydration of two chiller 

circuits in the amount of $9,440.00 and the proposal from James River Mechanical for 

the purchase of a spare compressor for the chiller system in the amount of $28,857.00 for 

the Judicial Center and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy gave an update on the Fair Ground project and commended the 

County Employees for the work they have done.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Murphy stated that he contacted Ms. Martha Murphy about the High 

Tunnel at the C-Tech and she stated she will try to have someone attend the meeting on 

Tuesday to discuss finances. 

. 
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Item Five: Mr. Wood spoke about the list of residents for the dust control.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session to discuss matters that 

would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

On motion (17-194) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-

Client Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:26 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:32 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: May 30, 2017 – Budget Work Session with Department Heads starting at 

9:00 AM. 

 

Item Two:  May 30, 2017 – Ms. Kristy Kelley, Community Affairs Manager, District 4 

KDOT. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  May 29, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of Memorial 

Day. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the May 26, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:10 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 5/26/17 11:33 AM/amended BKW 5/26/17 4:00 PM 


