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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2018, THIRTY-EIGHTH MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Friday, May 25, 2018, 10:00 AM 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 
 

Commissioner Jeff Murphy served as the presiding officer. 

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Murphy led the pledge of allegiance.  
 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (18-192) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the May 22, 2018 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:    

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  
 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 18 186 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 

18, 2018 minutes 

Motion 18 187 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners. County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields and to reconvene 

at 10:21 AM 

Motion 18 188 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene at 11:25 AM 
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Motion 18 189 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene at 11:36 AM 

Motion 18 190 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor 

Jim Emerson, Asphalt Foreman Randy Chiartano and Shop Foreman 

Greg Hite and to reconvene at 12:08 PM 

Motion 18 191 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene at 12:20 PM 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle stated that June 1, 2018 at 12:00 noon is the filing 

deadline for running for the federal, state and local positions that are up for election this 

year. He also stated that June 1, 2018 at 12:00 noon is also the last date to change party 

affiliation for the primary election. 

 

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson stated that he has been working with Mr. 

Jason VanBecelaere, Emergency Management Director on a contract to lease a tower 

near Walnut. Mr. VanBecelaere presented the contract to the Commissioners. Mr. 

Emerson stated that he has reviewed the contract with Mr. VanBecelaere and made the 

necessary changes. He explained that the rental rate is $675.00 per month with a 5% 

annual increase. He stated that there is a 90 day opt out period with no reason required. 

Mr. Emerson stated that it is a 5-year lease with an automatic extension of 3 additional 

terms of 5 years each.  Mr. VanBecelaere explained the areas the tower should cover and 

there is a generator on the tower but it has been decommissioned since it was not in use.  
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There was a discussion of the CodeRed System. 

 

Mr. VanBecelaere stated that the City of Girard donated a storm siren to the City of 

Hepler and Westar donated a pole and it has been installed and will be tested next week. 

 

On motion (18-193) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Communications Site Lease Agreement between Heartland Tower, Inc and 
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Crawford County for a radio communication tower located at 1497 W 710th Ave, Walnut, 

Kansas and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Wood stated that Ms. Susie Boldrini has been appointed to 

the CTech Committee.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood stated that Road & Bridge employees are requesting to work from 

6:00 AM to 2:30 PM starting the Tuesday after Memorial Day until Labor Day. The 

Commissioners approved allowing Road and Bridge Employees to change their hours to 

6:00 AM to 2:30 PM starting Tuesday, May 29, 2018 until Labor Day. Mr. Wood 

addressed skipping lunches and taking off early unless laying asphalt, chip and sealing or 

when deemed necessary. The other Commissioners agreed and decided to leave the 

decision on this issue at the foremen’s discretion. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Wood discussed having one of his mowers down.   

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood stated the first Codes Court is this afternoon and Mr. Emerson 

stated that if the landowner does not appear an arrest warrant will be issued.  
 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Jim Emerson handed out a revised Crawford County Neighborhood 

Revitalization Plan. Mr. Emerson went over the changes with the Commissioners. He 

stated that the minimum investment required to qualify for the plan was changed to 

$10,000. He also stated that new construction on a vacant lot qualifies in the designated 

areas only. Mr. Emerson said that an improvement to a current structure over $10,000 is 

county wide and a new residential dwelling on land where a dwelling was demolished is 

also county wide. He explained that county wide is anywhere in the county that is not 

within any city limits. He stated that another change was that there is no fee to apply for 

the plan. but an application and a building permit is still required. There was a discussion 

on being removed from the plan for nonpayment of property taxes.  Mr. Emerson stated 

that Commercial/Industrial is Countywide and could qualify for a rebate under either the 

Neighborhood Revitalization Plan or the Economic Development Tax Abatement Policy. 

Mr. Emerson stated that the Crawford County Neighborhood Revitalization Plan must be 

adopted by Resolution.  
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On motion (18-194) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the finalization of the Crawford County Neighborhood Revitalization Plan and 

to authorize the County Counselor to draw up a Resolution for approval. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: Commissioner Moody 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.  
 

Item Two: Commissioner Murphy regarding the Economic Summit that will be held on 

June 25, 2018 at Memorial Auditorium and stated that invitations have been sent out. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Moody explained his reasons for voting no on the motion for 

the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan and stated he had concerns with the county wide 

provisions. 

 

Item Four: There was a discussion on the advertisement for part time help for assisting 

with the tax sale.  
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
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UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: June 1, 2018 – Mr. Mark Lehman & Ms. Diana Hartog presenting the 

Conservation District Budget. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Item One: Monday, May 28, 2018 – The Crawford County Courthouse will be closed in 

observance of Memorial Day. 
 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Item One: Adjournment 
 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the May 25, 2018 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

10:54 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 5/25/18 10:54 AM/amended BKW 5/25/18 1:30 PM 


