Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, THIRTY-FOURTH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Tuesday, May 20, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.

Commissioner Carl Wood was in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Vice Chairman Blair led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA

On motion (25-208) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the May 16, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Blair
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 204 | That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May
13, 2025 minutes, and Approval of the accounts payable warrant
numbers 637861 to 638123 dated May 15, 2025 in the total amount of
$500,176.90, and Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous
week’s vouchers

Motion 25 205 | To approve the Southeast Kansas Works Chief Elected Official Board
Agreement and authorizing the Chairman to sign
Motion 25 206 | To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for

15 minutes to discuss County Attorney’s office pursuant to the non-

Page 1 of 4




Board of Crawford County Commissioners

elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the
privacy of the individual employees. The County Commissioners and
County Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The
open meeting will resume at 10:39 AM. The Motion passed 2-0

Motion 25 207

To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session
for 20 minutes to discuss legal advice pertaining to workers
compensation which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client
relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception,
K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County
Counselor Jim Emerson present. The open meeting will resume at
11:09 A.M. The motion passed 2-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
NEW BUSINESS

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson mentioned the power went out in the
courthouse yesterday because of the storms. He explained the employees stayed for an
additional 30 minutes hoping the power would come back on but they did close the
courthouse about 3:30 PM. Commissioner Blair mentioned how several of the schools
closed early as well. Mr. Emerson stated the insurance carrier called to verify there was
no damage and he mentioned he has not heard of any damage. Commissioner Wood
asked when the Emergency Manager will be coming on full time and Mr. Emerson

answered.

Item Two: Commissioner Blair discussed the summer hours for Road and Bridge after

Memorial Day.

On motion (25-209) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve switching to summer hours for Road and Bridge after Memorial Day.
Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Wood

Nays:
Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody

The motion prevailed.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Mr. Emerson brought up the discussion from Friday’s meeting regarding the
Judicial Center and creating an office for Judge Fleming. He stated she appreciated the
kind comments but has since decided she will not need an office at the Judicial Center but
that she asked to continue to have access to the building as needed. Mr. Emerson

Page 2 of 4




Board of Crawford County Commissioners

discussed that Chief Judge Loy would still like to have a work session sometime with the
Commissioners at the Judicial Center to discuss their future plans. Commissioner Wood
asked if the Commissioners have any say in the new Judge that is chosen for the 11th
Judicial District and Mr. Emerson explained the selection process.

Item Two: Mr. Emerson discussed tax sale and that there are 137 properties that will
need to be filed on for the new sale. He mentioned he emailed the company that they
discussed tax sales with to get a price for new properties and possibly old properties as
well. Commissioner Wood stated he thought there was 300 to 400 properties for tax sale
and Mr. Emerson explained.

Item Three: Commissioner Wood mentioned he will be discussing with Maintenance
Director Robert Gorentz or the head of Courthouse Maintenance regarding the way that
the lawn is being mowed. He also stated he would like to see where they are at with
getting the basement cleaned up. Commissioner Blair mentioned he believes Courthouse
Maintenance Aaron Crozier had a plan for the basement clean up.

Item Four: Commissioner Wood also mentioned asking about the storage building for
the Clerk’s Office and when City of Girard would have a meeting regarding the
application. Commissioner Blair explained he just provided the information to Ms.
Lusker this morning and Ms. Lusker answered she will submit the application today.
Commissioner Wood asked if the City of Girard has the information on where the sewer
and the water is located on this property and Commissioner Blair confirmed.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: June 3, 2025- Mr. Mark Lehman, Crawford County Conservation District
Chairperson, discussing budget proposal.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Item One: June 4, 2025- KDOT Open House to discuss US 69 Highway Study at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and Pittsburg High School from 4:00
PM to 6:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Two: June 5, 2025- KDOT Open House to discuss US 69 Highway Study at
Homer Cole Community Center from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and Northeast High School
from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Three: June 6, 2025- KDOT Virtual Open House to discuss US 69 Highway Study
from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Four: May 26, 2025- The Courthouse will be closed in observance of the Memorial
Day Holiday.

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
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MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair to adjourn
the May 20, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 10:15 AM
and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair and Wood

The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 05/21/2025 8:45 AM/amended BKW 5/22/25 11:45 AM
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