Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2026, THIRTY-EIGHTH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Blair led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (26-236) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood
that the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the May 15, 2026 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 645213 to 645489 dated
May 15, 2026 in the total amount of $499,167.75.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 26 234 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May

12, 2026 minutes, and Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous
week’s vouchers

Motion 26

235

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss EMS pursuant to the non-elected personnel
exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the

Page 1 of 7




Board of Crawford County Commissioners

individual employees. The County Commissioners and EMS Director
Michael Burnett attended the executive session. The open meeting will
resume at 10:29 AM. The Motion passed 2-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Item One: Explore Crawford County Director Sarah Runyon addressed the
Commissioners. She stated Explore Crawford County is seeking to fill two open positions
on their board and explained they are vacant positions with unexpired terms. Ms. Runyon
gave information on the individuals who previously served these positions. She stated
one of the applications they have received is from Mr. Roger Horton with Toast LLC,
Pittsburg Bread Co, and Pittsburg Art Walk to fill the position previously served by Ms.
Kelly Terlip. Ms. Runyon mentioned the next application is from Gian Yarbrough from
Hampton Inn and Suites at Kansas Crossing Casino to fill the position previously served
by Mr. Zachory Kunkler. Commissioner Blair stated they are glad they have interest to
fill these positions. Commissioner Moody asked if the board is aware of these
applications and Ms. Runyon confirmed. Commissioner Wood asked the other
individuals on the board and Ms. Runyon provided the names of the board members.

On motion (26-237) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
appoint Roger Horton and Gian Yarbrough to the Explore Crawford County Advisory
Board.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: County Grant Writer Gus Brunetti addressed the Commissioners.
Commissioner Wood stated he has asked Mr. Brunetti to attend the meeting for an
update. Mr. Brunetti stated one thing he has been working on is finding a funding source
to replace the heating and air system at the courthouse. He stated Commissioner Wood
also asked him about Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) and Mr. Brunetti
explained there is criteria they do not meet for some of these grants but that one they
might want to apply for would be the Community Facility Small Grant with details about
this. Mr. Brunetti stated another option is Economic Development Grant which is a
CDBG grant that requires a 50% match but they would have to have a preapplication
proving that fixing the HVAC system at the courthouse would improve the economic
viability of downtown Girard. He provided the Commissioners with other grants they
would qualify to apply for and gave brief explanations. Commissioner Blair
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recommended Mr. Brunetti reach out to Ms. Carey Spoon with the Southeast Kansas
Regional Planning Commission to discuss potential grants with her and he stated he has
spoken with her a few times for the RJA project but that he will reach out to her again.
Commissioner Wood stated they have two buildings who need work and asked how the
other places are getting the low interest loans and Mr. Brunetti explained. Commissioner
Wood discussed how the Historic Economic Asset Lifeline (HEAL) Grant is always
awarded to a property that is in dire need of repair and is typically not catered towards
county projects. Mr. Brunetti asked Commissioner Wood what building he is wanting to
add on to and Commissioner Wood answered the courthouse needs some new electrical,
heating and air but that the other building would be the Pittsburg Judicial Center.
Commissioner Wood asked if we can apply for two grants and Mr. Brunetti explained.
Commissioner Wood asked if Mr. Brunetti has heard anymore from FEMA on the storm
sirens and Mr. Brunetti answered that he has not heard anything and as far as he knows
they are still understaffed. Mr. Brunetti stated he will get more information and come
present again at another meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson stated there was a proposal for a resolution
mentioned at Friday’s meeting that he was unable to attend. He mentioned they have
always allowed for the extra sale for alcohol on Sunday’s but that there was a new House
Bill passed recently to approve extended alcohol sales for the FIFA World Cup followed
by specific details of the bill. Mr. Emerson explained by State law the county would have
to opt in to this House Bill. Mr. Emerson presented Resolution #2026-020, a Resolution
expanding the hours of sale at retail of alcoholic liquor and/or cereal malt beverage in the
original package within the unincorporated area of Crawford County, Kansas during the
FIFA World Cup Tournament.

On motion (26-238) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adopt Resolution #2026-020, a Resolution expanding the hours of sale at retail of
alcoholic liquor and/or cereal malt beverage in the original package within the
unincorporated area of Crawford County, Kansas during the FIFA World Cup
Tournament.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: Sheriff Billy Tomasi requested an executive session for 20 minutes to discuss
Non-Elected Personnel.

On motion (26-239) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 20 minutes to discuss
Sheriff’s Department pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County
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Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, Sheriff Billy Tomasi, and Sheriff’s
Department Human Resources/Finance Officer Adam Harrison attended the executive
session. The open meeting will resume at 10:43 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:23 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:43 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS CONTINUED

Item Three: Ms. Sarah Runyon addressed the Commissioners. She stated she sent some
calendar invites to the Commissioners and Mr. Emerson that tomorrow is Pittsburg
Founder’s Day. She mentioned there are a few celebrations going on planned by the
Pittsburg 150 Committee. Ms. Runyon mentioned at 10:00 AM tomorrow The Morning
Sun is doing a birthday celebration located at The Morning Sun, and at 4:00 PM
tomorrow at Pittsburg State University a commemorative photo will be taken with a
proclamation from City of Pittsburg’s Mayor.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Item Two: County Clerk Lisa Lusker stated they had their preliminary budget work
session this morning and that she would like to have another work session on May 29 at
9:00 AM with the EMS Department. The Commissioners agreed to the work session.

Item Three: Mr. Emerson presented a letter from Mr. Stuart Hite to the Commissioners.
He explained that Mr. Hite has represented Crawford County on the Southeast Kansas
Homeland Security (SEKHLS) council and was appointed for this several years ago. Mr.
Emerson mentioned he is resigning from this position due to increasing levels of
responsibility at Pittsburg State University and other areas of service. Mr. Emerson stated
he visited with Mr. Hite who mentioned he spoke with the Sheriff’s Department and that
they would like Mr. Matthew Peters, Chief Deputy, to fill this position and Mr. Peters has
agreed.

On motion (26-240) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
appoint Chief Deputy Matthew Peters to replace Mr. Stuart Hite on the Southeast Kansas
Homeland Security (SEKHLS) council as the Crawford County representative effective
June 1, 2026.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.
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Item Four: Mr. Emerson presented a Notice of Intent to Vacate a Platted Street located
in the Original Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas. He stated this is a portion of
Walnut Street and gave details about this vacate mentioning it was a landowner request.
Mr. Emerson mentioned the public hearing date would be Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at
10:00 AM.

On motion (26-241) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate a Platted Street in the Original
Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas with a public hearing scheduled for Tuesday,
June 16, 2026 at 10:00 AM.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Wood, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Five: Commissioner Wood commended the fire departments in Crawford County
for going to Western Kansas to assist with a grass fire. He gave details regarding the
communication he has had with the departments over this time. Commissioner Wood
stated several surrounding counties have also helped.

Item Six: Commissioner Blair discussed mowing on 200th and any roads between there
and the bypass in his district. He mentioned with the rain the grass is really growing.
Commissioner Blair explained the amount of area his district has to mow it is almost
impossible to keep up with but that they are working on it. He stated he would appreciate
any help he could get.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Ms. Lusker stated she and Director of Fiscal Services Randi Ryan have been
in contact with Bukaty regarding insurance plans. She mentioned they are currently
speaking with their vendors and that they stated they would be happy to come back
within the next three weeks. Ms. Lusker mentioned she will stay in contact and get a
work session scheduled soon.

EXECUTIVE SESSION CONTINUED

Item Two: Commissioner Blair requested an executive session for 10 minutes to discuss
Non-Elected Personnel.

On motion (26-242) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 10 minutes to discuss
Road and Bridge pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1),
to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County Commissioners and
County Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The open meeting will
resume at 11:07 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:
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Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:57 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:07 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Item Three: IT Director Brandon Spaur requested an executive session for 30 minutes to
discuss matters relating to security measures.

On motion (26-243) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for 30 minutes to discuss
IT Department pursuant to the matters relating to security measures, if the discussion of
such matters at an open meeting would jeopardize such security measures that protect a
public body or agency, public building or facility or the information system of a public
body or agency exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(12)(C), and to include the County
Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, and IT Director Brandon Spaur. The
open meeting will resume at 11:40 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:10 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:40 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: May 29, 2026- 9:00 AM Work Session with EMS Department to discuss
budget.

Item Two: June 16, 2026- 10:00 AM Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Street in the
Original Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Item One: May 20, 2026- Pittsburg Founder’s Day Celebration at 10:00 AM located at
The Morning Sun and at 4:00 PM located at Pittsburg State University. One or more
Commissioners may be in attendance.

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Item One: Adjournment
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On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adjourn the May 19, 2026 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at
11:41 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 5/21/26 11:30 AM/amended BKW 05/21/26 11:45 AM
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