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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, THIRTY-NINTH MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                              Girard, KS, Friday, May 15, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

On motion (20-206) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair that 

the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the May 12, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and  

2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 598456 to 598679 dated 

May 15, 2020 in the total amount of $292,594.78, and 

3. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous weeks vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 204 The consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the May 8, 

2020 minutes 

Motion 20 205 To approve the 2020 Museum Funding as recommended by the 

Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bureau Advisory Board 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Item One: County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson addressed the Commissioners 

regarding the COVID 19 outbreak. Ms. Adamson stated that in the planning session at 
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9:00 AM the Crawford County order was discussed. Ms. Adamson requested the 

Commissioners approval of the order put forth by the Crawford County Health Officer 

and the Crawford County Board of Health to become effective May 18, 2020 at 12:00 

AM. 
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On motion (20-207) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Crawford County order put forth by the Crawford County Health Officer 

and the Crawford County Board of Health in conjunction with Governor Laura Kelly’s 

Executive Order 20-31 to become effective May 18, 2020 at 12:00 AM and authorize the 

Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Ms. Adamson said that in the order it states that the order will be reassessed weekly and it 

was decided to discuss the order in the regular session on Tuesday and a work session 

should not be necessary at this time. 

 

Ms. Adamson discussed a T Shirt design for a fund raiser. The Commissioners approved 

of the design.  

 

Ms. Adamson stated that she will have an employee remain at the front door of the 

Courthouse next week to monitor temperatures of anyone entering the Courthouse. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. John Kuefler addressed the Commissions regarding a Contact Tracing 

Solution. Mr. Kuefler stated that he is co-owner of a software development company 

located in Pittsburg called Dev2 LLC and also is an instructor at Pittsburg State 
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University. He displayed a power-point presentation on a contact tracing proposal that his 

company is working on in conjunction with the City of Pittsburg and Pittsburg State 

University for Crawford County.  He stated that everyone is collecting data differently 

which will make it difficult to use that data in a meaningful way in the future.  Mr. 

Kuefler stated that he feels that with visitor information being recorded on paper sheets, 

on spreadsheets and by other means it becomes hard to share that data and it can be lost 

easily and that could get into the wrong hands.  He also discussed that we need some way 

to effectively track contacts in order to be able to reopen the economy.  He described how 

the program works that he is currently developing for use by PSU, the City of Pittsburg 

and hopefully for the Crawford County Health Dept.  He emphasized that the data will 

largely remain on the individual’s phone and can be used later in the case that someone 

tests positive for the COVID 19 virus.  

  

Mr. Kuefler stated that data sent to the database would all be anonymous and the user 

would only share their personal data if they wish to.  Mr. Kuefler discussed that by 

having this developed locally and the data housed at PSU it might make the public more 

willing to use it.  He also stated that employers are wanting this to be able to see which 

employees are coming into contact with each other in case someone tests positive.  Ms. 

Rebecca Adamson had several questions that were answered by Mr. Kuefler.  Mr. 

Kuefler and Ms. Adamson discussed several aspects of how to make this work well and 

provide proper notifications.  Commissioner Johnson appreciated the collaboration of Mr. 

Kuefler with PSU and the City of Pittsburg. Mr. Kuefler stated that he hoped to get some 

sort of official endorsement of his platform for use in the county.  The Commissioners 

asked Mr. Kuefler to work with Ms. Adamson. 
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson presented information from KDOT and stated that they unveiled 

their first round of projects under the Eisenhower Transportation Program.  He stated that 

K7 Highway from the Crawford County line and into Bourbon County to the intersection 

with Hwy. 69 was included in the first round to widen and add shoulders and this will 

help to make that road safer. He explained that this is not the full project that was 

recommended but it is a start and it is a $14,000,000 project. Mr. Emerson stated that this 

is a 10-year program and KDOT will be announcing projects on a 2-year cycle.   



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 8 of 17 

 
  

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented the RJA Signatory Approval for 

the FY2021 Kansas Department of Corrections Regional Collaboration Grant Funds 

Budget Summary and Budget Narrative. Mr. Emerson explained that this grant is part of 

Senate Bill 367 from 2016 which began a different approach to juvenile services. Mr. 

Emerson stated this round is being applied for with the 6th Judicial District Community 

Corrections, (Bourbon, Linn & Miami Counties) to hire a Fidelity Specialist. He 

explained the purpose of the Fidelity Specialist position and stated that the Regional 

Collaboration Grant Allocation is $250,000 and RJA estimated applying for $101,964 in 

grant funds.  
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On motion (20-208) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Restorative Justice Authority FY2021 Kansas Department of Corrections 

Regional Collaboration Grant and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three: Mr. Emerson addressed the reopening of the Courthouse. He stated that 

everyone appreciates having a Health Department employee at the front door screening 

anyone coming into the Courthouse. He said that the courthouse had only one individual 

with a temp of over 100 and that person was asked to leave. Mr. Emerson stated that he 

would like to continue with the screening and with the same hours at the Courthouse in 

Girard and with the Motor Vehicle Office at the Judicial Center in Pittsburg to remain 

closed and to reevaluate these issues next Friday.  

 

Item Four: Commissioner Moody stated that he was contacted by the City of Frontenac 

asking for assistance with a road issue on 210th Street between 570th Avenue and 580th 

Avenue which is known as the Bacon Plant Road. He explained that the east side of that 

mile is in the City of Frontenac and the west side is in the City of Pittsburg and the road 

is in bad shape. He said that he contacted Pittsburg City Manager Daron Hall and 

informed Mr. Hall of his conversation with the City of Frontenac and asked him if he 

would be interested in having the county overlay the mile and split the expense with the 

City of Frontenac. He stated that he had Asphalt Foreman Randy Chiartano get an 

estimate of the costs and Mr. Chiartano stated the total cost would be approximately 

$87,000 for the one mile. Mr. Moody will contact both cities this afternoon to see if they 

are in agreement with this.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson updated the Commissioners in reference to a Labette County 

valuation appeal to the Supreme Count on oil wells and leases. He stated that he 

contacted the Labette County Counselor and was informed that Labette County is seeking 

a $1,000 donation to help support the valuation appeal. Mr. Emerson stated that the 

lawsuit will not affect Crawford County much but it is good to support other counties. 

 

On motion (20-209) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve a donation to Labette County in the amount of $1,000 to help support the 

valuation appeal to the Supreme Court on oil wells and leases.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson stated that he spoke to an employee from Waste Corp and that 

employee is getting him detailed information on the accounts the county has with them. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson addressed the Fence Viewing that was discussed at Tuesday’s 

meeting. He presented a draft of a notice to send to the parties involved. Mr. Emerson 

asked if all three Commissioners want to be the viewers and they agreed. He explained 

that he will also be present along with Surveyor Ron Albertini. Commissioner Moody 

suggested having the viewing around the 1st of June after a Commission Meeting. Mr. 

Emerson will finalize the letter. 
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Item Four:  Mr. Emerson readdressed the close out packet on the Crawford County 

Sewer District #3 Force Main Relocation Project. He stated that Sewer Operator Coby 

Hinton has reviewed and approved the drawings as constructed and the contractor has 

approved and signed the drawings as constructed. He stated that the contractor also 

signed a statement about an issue with a water line. Mr. Emerson stated that that we are 

ready to proceed with the close out and the approval Change Order #6 from Heck & 

Wicker, Inc. in the amount of $-408.67 and the Final Contractor’s Application for 

Payment No. 5 from Heck & Wicker, Inc via Earle’s Engineering & Inspection in the 

amount of $29,061.84. 
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On motion (20-210) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Change Order #6 from Heck & Wicker, Inc. in the amount of $-408.67 and 

the Final Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 5 from Heck & Wicker, Inc via 

Earle’s Engineering & Inspection in the amount of $29,061.84 included in the Close Out 

Package on the Crawford County Sewer District # 3 Force Main Relocation Project and 

authorize the Chairman to sign.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Five: Commissioner Johnson stated that he has been working with Ms. Susan 

Galemore from the Regional Planning Commission on getting the logistics set up for 3 

grants, 1 for the City of Pittsburg, 1 for the City of Girard and 1 for the remainder of the 

county. He explained that if any other cities would like to apply on their own, they would 

need to contact Ms. Galemore from the Regional Planning Commission and that all cities 

have the right to apply. Commissioner Johnson stated that even if a city did not apply on 

their own the businesses in that city could still apply for funding.  He explained how the 

funding works and the amounts that can be applied for. Commissioner Moody stated that 

he has been contacted by several restaurants in the county that are interested in applying 

for funding. Mr. Johnson stated that the funding is on a first come first serve basis and the 

county’s application needs to specify if a city is included in the application or if they are 

applying on their own. Mr. Johnson discussed the notice on a public hearing to be printed 

in the paper. It was decided to recess this meeting and have Commissioner Moody 

contact the City of Frontenac to discuss the application for grant funding. 

 

On motion (20-211) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to recess this open session for a period of 10 minutes and to reconvene at 11:35 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners called the meeting back to order at 11:35 AM. 

 

Mr. Emerson stated that he contacted the City of Frontenac and the City of Arma and 

explained the grant and encouraged them to contact Ms. Galemore from the Regional 

Planning Commission in reference to applying for grant funding on their own. He stated 

that both cities stated they will discuss this and contact him with their answer. Mr. 

Emerson said that he did not believe that he will receive an answer from the cities by the 

end of the day and he will readdress the paperwork in Tuesday’s meeting.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: The Courthouse in Girard is open to the public from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM, 

until further notice. Anyone entering the building will be screened and required to 

maintain a 6-foot distancing guideline. The Motor Vehicle office at the Judicial Center in 

Pittsburg will remain closed but residents may use the drop box at the Security Desk at 

the Judicial Center for motor vehicle and tax payments to be processed at the courthouse. 

 

Item Two: Starting May 4, 2020 there will be drive thru VIN Inspections available at the 

Sheriff’s Department from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 
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Item Three: May 25, 2020 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of the 

Memorial Day Holiday.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the May 15, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:37 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

_____________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
 Taken by BKW 5/15/2020 11:37 AM/amended BKW 5/18/2020 1:00 PM 


