Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners’ Journal
2015, TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM

                                    

                                                             Girard, KS Tuesday, March 31, 2015, 10:00 AM
The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  
Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.
County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance. 
UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (15-085) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy that the consent agenda be approved including: 
1. Approval of the March 27, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood
Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 
SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:
	Motion 15
	81
	That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the March 24, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and

	Motion 15
	82
	To accept the Bid for Lawn Mowing Services for 2015 from S & B Lawn Services.

	Motion 15
	83
	To adopt the Proclamation proclaiming Tuesday, March 31, 2015 as Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks-Pittsburg Lodge #412 Day in Crawford County, Kansas.

	Motion 15
	84
	To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson.


UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
Item One: Commissioner Wood asked that the County Clerk, County Counselor and all three Commissioners explain to the 33 high school students in attendance for Elk’s Student Government Day their duties both inside and outside the commission meetings  
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES

Item One: Ms. Rebecca Brubaker, Executive Director, Safehouse Crisis Center, Inc. presenting Shelter Grant Renewal. Ms. Brubaker explained the services that Safehouse provides to victims of domestic violence and the multi-county area that they provide services for.  Ms. Brubaker stated that the grant application is about the same as it has been in the past but they have added some funding to this request to help pay for the maintenance of their database system.  

On motion (15-086) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to approve the Emergency Solutions Grant Application for the Safehouse Crisis Center, Inc, and authorize the Chairman to Sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
Item One: Mr. Brian Coomes, PEC Engineering Consultants, P.A. presenting a proposal for engineering services for replacement of county bridge No. 205.  Mr. Seth Niebaum of PEC Engineering from the Wichita Office and Mr. Bruce Remsburg, the Manager of the PEC Pittsburg Office were also present.  Mr. Coomes discussed the functions of the local office and stated that they had developed a plan for the replacement of a county bridge on 580th in the western portion of Crawford County.  Mr. Niebaum also discussed some of the history of PEC Engineering and the services that they can provide to the county. 
Mr. Coomes discussed the proposal that they are recommending which would include bridge design services from the Wichita Office and providing inspection and local visits from the Pittsburg Office.  Mr. Niebaum discussed the features of their proposed design and gave some reasoning for the design that they propose.  Mr. Coomes discussed the schedule for bidding and construction of this project and that their firm could easily meet this schedule.  There was a discussion of the proposed box culvert design and that the other engineering firms had both recommended span bridges.  Commissioner Wood discussed the need for a definite schedule with penalties for going past the completion date.  Mr. Niebaum stated that this is a great time to bid this type of project as most of these projects are being bid under the estimated amount as contractors need work.  The Commissioners discussed the proposed bid and would consider it.
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Item One:  Mr. Tom Ragonese, Special Projects Manager, discussed a special grant round that is available for the sidewalks on the inner portion of the courthouse square.  Mr. Ragonese stated that he had discussed this with Susan Galemore at the SEK Regional Planning Commission and that the application would have to be turned by June 1, 2015.  Mr. Ragonese stated that KDOC has determined that the city would need to apply for the grant and that would mean that only the City of Girard would need to meet the Low To Moderate Income requirements for this grant application.  
Mr. Ragonese also stated that in meetings with Mr. Coomes of PEC Engineering and the City of Girard it was decided to make some design changes on the City of Girard project and to use some of the savings to then include the remaining sidewalk in the City of Girard KDOT Grant Project.  Mr. Coomes stated that he is waiting on a reply from their KDOT Project Manager as to whether they can make their proposed changes to that project.  Everyone agreed that this would be the best scenario since it would incorporate all of this work under one project and could save on construction and design costs.  It was decided to wait for the reply from KDOT to determine the best course of action.
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PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
NEW BUSINESS:
Item One:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2015-007, A Resolution to deny the request for a Conditional Land Use for a new church known as Liberty Baptist Church at 1714 W 20th St with reasons for denial being the proposed structure and use not in the same general character of the neighborhood which is residential and agricultural and the concern about safety of the roadway and the entrance to the property.
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On motion (15-087) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to adopt Resolution #2015-007, A Resolution to deny the request for a Conditional Land Use for a new church known as Liberty Baptist Church at 1714 W 20th St with reasons for denial being the proposed structure and use not in the same general character of the neighborhood which is residential and agricultural and the concern about safety of the roadway and the entrance to the property.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.
Item Two:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2015-010, A Resolution to deny the request for a Conditional Land Use for a cell tower and height variance for American Tower, Inc. at 1028 S 190th St, Pittsburg, KS with reasons for denial being the placement of the tower on the subject property does not fit with the general character of the neighborhood which is rural residential and agricultural and concerns from neighbors, with opinions from realtors, regarding their property values decreasing if the use was allowed.
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On motion (15-088) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to adopt Resolution #2015-010, A Resolution to deny the request for a Conditional Land Use for a cell tower and height variance for American Tower, Inc. at 1028 S 190th St, Pittsburg, KS with reasons for denial being the placement of the tower on the subject property does not fit with the general character of the neighborhood which is rural residential and agricultural and concerns from neighbors, with opinions from realtors, regarding their property values decreasing if the use was allowed.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.

Item Three:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting a request from the Sheridan Township Board to appoint a Township Treasurer to complete the term for the Treasurer that died a couple of months ago.  Mr. Pyle stated that Norma Washington, Sheridan Township Trustee, had asked that Stacy Burns be appointed to fulfill the remainder of the term from Mr. Burns.  Mr. Pyle stated that Ms. Washington had a difficult time finding a replacement and they have been waiting to complete some business for the township. 
On motion (15-089) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to appoint Ms. Stacy Burns as Sheridan Township Treasurer to complete the remainder of the term for the deceased treasurer Mr. Robert Burns.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.

Item Four:  County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the March 2015 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and other bills during the month of January. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the February 2015 to March 2015 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for comparison.  Commissioner Wood wanted to be sure that all of the expenditures for the 911 system had been approved by the 911 Committee. The Commissioners decided to look at this report again at the next meeting.   
Item Five:  Commissioner Moody regarding a request from the Miner’s Hall Museum Board to assist them with the demolition of a house that they own in Franklin. It was discussed that the county could perform a lot of the demolition in order to save money for this non-profit group.  Commissioner Murphy had some concerns about paying for the dumpster for debris and that it could lead to several other requests by other organizations.  Commissioner Moody was going to get additional information on using a dumpster.
Item Six: Commissioner Wood regarding the funding issues for museums in the county.  Mr. Wood stated that he does not feel that the county has the funds to help them all as much as they want.  Commissioner Murphy expressed his concerns that if we give up on these organizations that the county could lose an important piece of its heritage and it could also lose some good potential attractions.  The Commissioners all agreed to continue with the task force to see if they can make some progress. 
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS
Item One:  Commissioner Murphy mentioned that he had located a truck that Greg Hite will look at that could be purchased for Greg Hite and Mr. Hite’s old truck would go to Mr. Murphy’s crew. 
On motion (15-090) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood to approve the Purchase of an F-250 Pickup Truck from KDOT for an amount up to $4,500.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson mentioned that he had tried to schedule a work session with Christy Mitchell of Blue Cross & Blue Shield.  Mr. Emerson stated the information would not be available until April 7.  There was a discussion of the meeting date and Mr. Emerson was going to try to set up a work session for April 13, 2014.  It was discussed that the Canvass of the Ballots for the April 7, 2015, Election would be held on April 13, 2015.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Under the heading future business and announcements
FUTURE BUSINESS:
Item One: April 7, 2015 9:00AM: Work session with Jim Emerson, County Counselor regarding providers of services to residents with developmental disabilities.
Item Two: April 3, 2015, 9:30 AM – Work Session with Tom Ragonese
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Item One:  March 31, 2015 – Pittsburg Elk’s Lodge #412 Student Government Day.
Item Two:  March 31, 2015, 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM – Commissioners will attend a meeting at Crestwood Country Club with representatives of Kansas Crossroads Casino.
UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment
On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to adjourn the March 31, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 11:32 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays: 

Present but not voting: 

Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners:
__________________________
Don Pyle
County Clerk
<>
This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
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