Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, TWENTIETH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS” BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Friday, March 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioners Bruce Blair and Carl Wood were in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA

On motion (25-146) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the March 25, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 136 | That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the
March 18, 2025 minutes

Motion 25 137 | To provide the chip and seal oil bids to Road and Bridge Coordinator
Alyssa Edwards for recommendation

Motion 25 138 | To approve the low bid for dust control from Scotwood Industries
LLC as presented

Motion 25 139 | To approve the ARPA drawdown request for March 2025
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Motion 25 140 | To approve the payment of the invoice for Kansas County
Commissioners Association for membership dues in the amount of
$785.40

Motion 25 141 | To approve The Restorative Justice Authority FY26 Grants and
authorizing the Chairman to sign

Motion 25 142 | To approve the Easter Celebration on the Courthouse lawn

Motion 25 143 | To approve ending the burn ban on Saturday, March 22, 2025

Motion 25 144 | To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session

for 15 minutes to discuss legal advice for land use regulations which
would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship
pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor
Jim Emerson present. The open meeting will resume at 11:16 A.M.
The motion passed 3-0

Motion 25 145 | To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session
for 10 minutes to discuss legal advice which would be deemed
privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the
consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the
County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson present.
The open meeting will resume at 11:17 A.M. The motion passed 3-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS

Item One: Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Alley located in Original Town of
Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas.

On motion (25-147) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to
open the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Alley located in Original Town of
Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

There was no public comment.

On motion (25-148) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
close the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Alley located in Original Town of
Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Wood

Nays:
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Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.

County Counselor Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2025-011, a Resolution closing
and vacating a portion of a platted alley in the Original Town of Chicopee, Crawford
County, Kansas. He provided information regarding this resolution and that there was no
comment regarding this.

On motion (25-149) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adopt Resolution #2025-003, a Resolution #2025-011, a Resolution closing and vacating
a portion of a platted alley in the Original Town of Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Street located in Crestview Subdivision,
Crawford County, Kansas.

On motion (25-150) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
open the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Street located in Crestview Subdivision,
Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Mr. Tom Spurgeon addressed the Commissioners. He provided the Commissioners with a
map and explained some details. He explained why they are in favor of the vacate and
that they are looking to clean the area up.

Mr. Emerson mentioned he received a written opposition to vacating and he gave details
regarding this opposition. Mr. Emerson explained the proposal within the written
opposition of which areas to vacate. He explained they will be vacating only a portion of
Putter Road starting at the East edge of lots 35 on the South and lot 16 on the North and
go East until the end of the road.

On motion (25-151) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
close the Public Hearing on Vacating a Platted Street located in Crestview Subdivision,
Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.
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On motion (25-152) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the Vacating of Platted Street known as Putter Road leaving the Western four
lots open for access.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Item One: 11" Judicial District Court Administrator Mac Young addressed the
Commissioners. He discussed the FY2026 Budget and gave some details regarding the
budget. Commissioner Moody asked if this is a similar amount to the year before and Mr.
Young explained it is slightly more. Mr. Young discussed the Community Corrections
success rate and that they are currently at 71.7% and the statutory requirement is 75%. He
also discussed some of the staffing in Community Corrections. Commissioner Moody
asked where the State would like the success rate to be and Mr. Young explained.
Commissioner Blair asked what their biggest cause for turnover in Community
Corrections is and Mr. Young answered. Mr. Young discussed hiring some employees as
trainers. Commissioner Blair asked if the number of clients is growing or staying the
same and Mr. Young answered. Commissioner Wood asked Mr. Young about the Budget
for 2026 asking him to discuss page 9 in the handout and Mr. Young explained. Mr.
Young mentioned there were rumors of budget cuts at the State level and he does not
know if they will be affected. Commissioner Wood asked if the budget cut occurs what
would it effect and Mr. Young explained. Commissioner Wood asked how it is decided
how much money they get and Mr. Young discussed this.

On motion (25-153) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the 11" Judicial District Community Corrections Comprehensive Plan for
FY2026 authorizing the Chairman to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Wood, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

NEW BUSINESS

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson mentioned they went out for interest rate bids
for three Sheriff’s Department vehicles and that the low bid was Labette Bank at 4.03%.
He mentioned he will have the documents for this on Tuesday but that they need an
advanced motion approving Labette Bank as low bid as well as authorizing Chairman
Tom Moody and County Clerk Lisa Lusker to be authorized signatures on the documents.
Commissioner Moody asked if the language was included that there is no penalty for
paying off the lease early and Mr. Emerson confirmed but stated that he has not seen the
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final lease purchase document yet. Commissioner Wood asked if it is a three year lease
and Mr. Emerson clarified.

On motion (25-154) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve Labette Bank as the low bid at 4.03% for lease purchase on three Sherift’s
Department vehicles and authorizing Chairman Tom Moody and County Clerk Lisa
Lusker to sign the documents.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Mr. Emerson stated he wants to discuss chip and seal oil bids they received on
Tuesday. He presented the Commissioners with a handout of the breakdown of the bids
and explained low bid was Wright Asphalt at $2.17/gallon and the only bid on the fog
seal at $2.35/gallon.

On motion (25-155) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
approve Wright Asphalt as the low bid for chip and seal oil and fog oil.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Mr. Emerson provided the Commissioners with information about the
culverts. He explained the breakdown of this information.

On motion (25-156) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair to
go out for bid on culverts.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Three: Mr. Emerson stated he had a request for a work session on April 1st at 8:30
AM with Sheriff Billy Tomasi and Health Department Director Debra Anthony to discuss
services at the jail. The Commissioners agreed to the work session.

Item Four: Mr. Emerson presented Resolution #2025-013, a Resolution adopting and
enacting burning regulations for Crawford County, Kansas, adopting penalties for
violations thereof and rescinding previous inconsistent resolutions. Mr. Emerson
explained they are not changing the open burning regulations established in 2007 but that
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they would like to go to a system that has daily burn ban policies that Crawford County
Emergency Manager and President of the Crawford County Firefighters Association will
decide when to put it on. Mr. Emerson further explained this system. Commissioner Blair
asked who would be posting the notification and Mr. Emerson explained Emergency
Manager Quinton Parsons will post through the notification system, Public Information
Officer Samantha Norris will post on social media, and IT Director Brandon Spaur will
post on the website. Commissioner Wood asked when this would be effective and Mr.
Emerson explained the process.

On motion (25-157) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve Resolution #2025-013, a Resolution adopting and enacting burning regulations
for Crawford County, Kansas, adopting penalties for violations thereof and rescinding
previous inconsistent resolutions.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Five: Commissioner Blair asked if the Commissioners had a chance to look at the
steps at the gas pumps and Commissioner Wood said he would like to see the drawings
for this. Commissioner Blair stated he will get a drawing to provide the Commissioners.

Item Six: Commissioner Moody mentioned he has received a couple more calls
regarding the trash on US 69. He asked Mr. Emerson to see if they could call the landfill
to try and get them involved.

Item Seven: Mr. Emerson stated he is not sure why Mr. Joshua Albin has not shown up
via zoom. Mr. Emerson stated he has not heard anything back from him and Mr. Gus
Brunetti also stated he has not heard from him. Mr. Emerson apologized to anyone who
had shown up to discuss with Mr. Albin. Commissioner Wood mentioned he has had a
couple calls regarding the card they are supposed to receive in the mail and
Commissioner Blair stated he has not heard of anyone receiving one yet either.

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

Item One: Ms. Becky Willard addressed the Commissioners. She asked if a survey box
has been placed at the Pittsburg Judicial Center and Ms. Lusker answered there is not one
there yet. Commissioner Blair asked if we can also put one of these boxes downstairs as
well. Ms. Willard asked if they can postpone the deadline for the survey to be completed
and Mr. Emerson stated he believes they can disregard the deadline of April 11th. Ms.
Willard discussed the general lack of advertising of the survey and Commissioner Moody
stated they really need to have this conversation with Mr. Joshua Albin. Commissioner
Moody asked if we know how many surveys have been filled out and Mr. Emerson
answered last he heard was around 600 and Ms. Smith explained how many she has
provided and received back.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 15 minutes
to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-158) of Commissioner Blair and second of Commissioner Moody to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 15 minutes to
discuss legal advice for public building commission which would be deemed privileged
in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception,
K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim
Emerson present. The open meeting will resume at 11:23 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.
Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:08 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:23 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: April 1, 2025- 8:30 AM Work session with Health Department Director
Debra Anthony and Sheriff Billy Tomasi to discuss jail services.

Item Two: April 1, 2025- 9:00 AM Work Session with Bukaty to discuss insurance.

Item Three: April 1, 2025- Ms. Michelle Brenwald and Mr. Chris McElgunn discussing
tax sales.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to adjourn
the March 28, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 11:24
AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford

County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 3/31/25 2:00 PM
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