Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners’ Journal
2015, TWENTY-FIRST MEETING
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM

                                    

                                                         Girard, KS Friday, March 20, 2015, 10:00 AM
The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  
Commissioner Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.
County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance. 
UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (15-069) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy that the consent agenda be approved including: 
1. Approval of the March 17, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners
2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood
Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 
SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:
	Motion 15
	64
	That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the March 13, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners and Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 555626 to 555846 dated March 13, 2015 in the total amount of $171,893.79

	Motion 15
	65
	To Deny the Conditional Land Use for Liberty Baptist Church Due to Concerns About the Structure Not Being Consistent with the Character of the Residential Neighborhood, the Safety of the Roadway and the Entrance to the Property.

	Motion 15
	66
	To approve the payment of the Dues to the Highway 69 Association in the amount of $2,000 for 2014 and $2,000 for 2015.

	Motion 15
	67
	To approve the Transfer of $50,000 from the General Fund and from the Road and Bridge Fund to the Risk Management Fund. 

	Motion 15
	68
	To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields and County Counselor Jim Emerson.


UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Item One: Mr. B. J. Harris, Crawford County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Director, regarding information on the economic impact of tourism in Crawford County.  Mr. Harris gave a report to the Commissioners and discussed some of the figures on the impact of tourism and the number of local jobs that are created by the dollars that are spent by visitors to the county.  Mr. Harris stated that this comes from the Kansas State Dept. of Commerce and the final page shows that Crawford County ranks 20th in the state in the amount of tourism dollars spent in the county.  
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Item Two:  Mr. Ryan Varsolona, Commercial Appraiser, addressing Change of Value notices that are being mailed by the Crawford County Appraiser’s Office.  Mr. Varsolona gave the Commissioners copies of the form and explained some of the information that is contained on the form.  Mr. Varsolona discussed that the Agricultural Values that are determined by the state will increase by 10% to 14% this year and there was discussion of a bill that is in the legislature that would change to agricultural values from income based to market value based values and it was discussed that this could increase agricultural values by about 400%.  Commissioner Wood was answered that this could drastically affect farmers and ranchers in the county and across the state.  Mr. Varsolona stated that total values across the county should be up by about 2% for the new year.
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County Counselor Jim Emerson asked that the Commissioners consider adoption of a resolution to appoint Mr. Varsolona as the new Appraiser for Crawford County.  Mr. Emerson stated that his possible appointment had been discussed by the Commissioners in executive session and that with the retirement of Appraiser Mike Montgomery, the Commission needs to appoint someone to that position.  Mr. Emerson also stated that Mr. Varsolona has passed all of the required testing for this position. 
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On motion (15-070) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to adopt Resolution Number 2015-006, a Resolution appointing Ryan Varsolona as County Appraiser for Crawford County, Kansas, for a term beginning on March 23, 2015, and ending on June 30, 2017. 
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood
Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed

Item Three:  Mr. Eldon Bedene, Emergency Management Director, regarding a notice to place on the county website that asks individuals to contact their local fire department and law enforcement if they plan on open burning.  It was suggested that something be sent to the newspaper as well.  There was a discussion of the dangers that can arise from fire departments being called out for rural fires that get out of control as well as for other fires that are being controlled.
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Mr. Bedene also gave the Commissioners information on his schedule for the next 2 months so that they are aware of the training and workshops that he will attend.  
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Mr. Bedene gave the Commissioners information on a weather station that he would like to install at the Emergency Management Office.  Mr. Bedene stated that this would transmit and record weather information via wifi to the computer in the Emergency Management Office.  Commissioner Murphy stated that there are a few weather stations in the county that are linked directly to KOAM-TV for their information and he is currently not able to access that information.  The Commissioners felt that if his budget could handle that expense of about $300 that it was up to him. 
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
Item One: City of Girard and PEC Engineering to discuss the Girard City Square Renovation Project.  Mr. Brian Coomes, Civil Engineer with PEC Engineering, Ms. Debra Smith, Girard City Clerk, Ms. Julie Smith, Girard Chamber of Commerce, and Mr. David Garrett, Girard City Councilman were all present.  Mr. Coomes stated that he had come at the request of Commissioner Jeff Murphy to discuss the project to renovate the Girard City Square which is being primarily paid for with grant funds that come through KDOT.  Mr. Coomes discussed the process that his firm used to work with residents of the City of Girard to obtain a vision for this project.  Mr. Coomes then discussed the cost estimate for this project and that the city was awarded this grant in the amount of $1.2 million with $420,000 in matching funds to come from the city.  Mr. Coomes also reviewed the drawings of the plan for the square and how the construction will affect the outside and inside sidewalks on the square.
There was a discussion of how the construction could affect water and sewer lines as well as other utilities as well as the placement for light poles and other items.  There was a discussion of the sidewalks on the interior of the square and that some small areas would be replaced where the bumpouts have been designed and that most of the sidewalk on the interior is not included in this plan.  Mr. Coomes stated that his firm and the city were both a little surprised that KDOT had funded as much as they had for the City of Girard Project.  Mr. Coomes gave the Commissioners an estimate that he had prepared for the cost of replacing sidewalks that are not included in this project that Commissioner Murphy had asked him to prepare.  Mr. Coomes discussed the items on the estimate and answered some questions about it. Mr. Tom Ragonese, County Special Projects Manager, was concerned that several of the closest parking spaces on the inside of the square will be lost.  It was also discussed that some of these areas could be redesigned slightly to prevent loss of some of these parking spaces.  The representatives of the City of Girard indicated that they are willing to consider some redesigning to help this project work better for the county.  It was recommended that Mr. Coomes work with Mr. Ragonese to discuss some redesign options and bring those ideas back to the Commission.  The Commissioners thought that they might need to have their own work session on this. The Commissioners also thought that the county could construct some of the sections of sidewalk on their own.   
PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
NEW BUSINESS:
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS
Item One:   County Clerk Don Pyle regarding Advance ballots being mailed out for the City and School Election on April 7, 2015.  Mr. Pyle stated that his office had mailed out over 800 ballots for that election in the last couple of days and that it was conducting in person Advance voting in the Election Office.  
Item Two:  Commissioner Carl Wood asked Mr. Greg Hite to discuss some equipment issues with the Commissioners.  Mr. Hite stated that the state had rejected the offer that the county had made on a roller that KDOT wants to sell.  There was a discussion of some of the needs for pickups and other equipment.  Mr. Hite also stated that they had sold nearly all of the old trucks and other equipment that they had wanted to dispose of.  There was a discussion of whether they should make another offer for this roller and they also discussed another mower that might need to be purchased.  The Commissioners thought that they would discuss this again at the next meeting.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  EXECUTIVE SESSION
Item One: Commissioner Wood requesting an Executive Session to discuss items that could be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.
On motion (15-071) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss items that could be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:20 AM and reconvened the Open Session at 11:33 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Under the heading future business and announcements
FUTURE BUSINESS:
Item One: March 24, 2015 – Ms. Judy Freeman, Zoning Administrator presenting 1 Zoning Case.  

Item Two: March 24, 2015 – 2 public hearings on vacating & closing platted streets & roadways
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment
On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to adjourn the March 20, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 11:34 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy, and Wood

Nays: 

Present but not voting: 

Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners:
__________________________
Don Pyle
County Clerk
<>
This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken by DPP 3/20/15 at 11:34 AM, Amended by DPP 3/23/15 at 3:26 PM 
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