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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, NINETEENTH MEETING 
 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                             Girard, KS Friday, March 13, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioner Jeremy Johnson was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

                               

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-122) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the March 10, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 115 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

March 6, 2020 minutes 

Motion 20 116 To approve the Aid to Local Grants Application Signature page and 

authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 20 117 To approve the Equipment Lease with Purchase Option between GN 

Bank, NA and Board of Commissioners, Crawford County, Kansas for 

a communications tower located a W 47 Highway, Girard in the 

amount of $284,976.21 for 84 months at 2.25% interest and authorize 

the Chairman to sign 
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Motion 20 118 To approve the submission of a letter to the Kansas Department of 

Transportation from the Board of County Commissioners requesting 

Via County Road signage for the unincorporated town of Chicopee 

Motion 20 119 To approve the purchase from LyCox Enterprises, Inc of a used rock 

retriever with upgrade in the amount of $7,725.00 and authorize the 

Chairman to sign 

Motion 20 120 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 20 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship to discuss the 

landfill agreement and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 10:57 AM 

Motion 20 121 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

for a job performance review and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene 

by 11:13 AM 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle presented a Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the assessing 

of Real Estate owned by John & Mario Nardelli and to request a refund in the amount of 

$68.86 from the 2018 tax rolls. Mr. Pyle stated that the leasehold improvement was 

added to the real estate parcel in 2018 but the leasehold improvement parcel was not 

deactivated and therefore it was double assessed. 
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On motion (20-123) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the assessing of Real Estate 

owned by John & Mario Nardelli and to request a refund in the amount of $68.86 from 

the 2018 tax rolls and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented the Contractor’s Application for 

Payment No. 3 from Heck & Wicker, Inc via Earle’s Engineering & Inspection for 

Crawford County Sewer District #3 Force Main Relocation Project in the amount of 

$49,967.16. Mr. Emerson discussed the details on the application and costs included and 

stated that the substantial completion date is March 22, 2020 with an additional month to 

finalize the project. 

 
On motion (20-124) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

approve the Contractor’s Application for Payment No. 3 from Heck & Wicker, Inc via 

Earle’s Engineering & Inspection for Crawford County Sewer District #3 Force Main 

Relocation Project in the amount of $49,967.16 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Mr. Emerson stated that payment to Earle’s Engineering will be addressed on Tuesday.  
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Item Three: Mr. Emerson addressed the COVID-19. Commissioner Blair discussed what 

was addressed at the LEPC meeting on Thursday. He discussed the Public Information 

Officer and making County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson aware of who that contact 

person would be for the county. There was a discussion of making information available 

about the COVID-19 available on all county social media and websites and to be uniform 

in the information. The Commissioners discussed a plan within the county offices if there 

is a suspected case of COVID-19. The Commissioner scheduled a work session on 

Tuesday, March 17, 2020, at 9:00 AM with the department heads, elected officials and 

Ms. Adamson. Mr. Pyle presented an Administrative Order from the Supreme Court of 

the State of Kansas on the procedures the District Courts will be following during this 

outbreak.   
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 30 minutes 

to discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-125) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel to discuss the Emergency 

Preparedness and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim 

Emerson, County Clerk Don Pyle and County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson via 

telephone call and to reconvene by 10:54 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:24 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 10:42 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS continued 
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Item Four: Mr. Emerson presented an email from Undersheriff Scott Tyrell in reference 

to upgrading the electrical service on the new communication tower at Greenbush. Mr. 

Emerson explained why the upgrade would be beneficial and that this upgrade is 

recommended by Heartland Electric. He stated that the cost of the upgrade would be 

$5,000.  

 
 

On motion (20-126) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

approve upgrading the electrical service on the new communication tower at Greenbush 

through Heartland Electric in the amount of $5,000.00. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson discussed the landfill agreement and setting up a meeting with 

the attorneys.  
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Item Two: Commissioner Blair discussed the meeting with Farm Bureau and stated that 

Farm Bureau’s county wide clean-up will take place on Saturday, May 9, 2020, from 8 

AM to 12 Noon at the Crawford County Fairgrounds. He stated that Farm Bureau would 

like to use a piece of equipment for loading and an operator from the Road & Bridge 

Department. He discussed the items to be picked up during that program and also 

coordinating a tire pickup program ran by the county on the same day at the fairgrounds. 

Mr. Blair discussed having a 2nd tire pickup day at a location in Pittsburg on a separate 

day.  He also discussed storing of the tires. He said that Farm Bureau is still looking into 

advertising and making the public aware of the programs.   

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Blair stated that KDOT has approved the County’s 

application for the project on South 260th Street between US-160 and K-126 for the High 

Risk Rural Roads program. He stated that Road & Bridge Coordinator Alyssa Edwards is 

working on details.  
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Item Four:  The commissioners decided to take a recess for 15 minutes. 

 

On motion (20-127) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

recess the open session for a period of 15 minutes and reconvene by 11:05 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed.  

 

The Meeting was called back to order at 11:05 AM.  and recessed again. 

 

On motion (20-128) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

recess the open session for a period of 10 minutes and reconvene by 11:17 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Meeting was called back to order at 11:17 AM.  

 

NEW BUSINESS (continued) 

 

Item Five: Mr. Pyle presented an invoice from Evolve through Wood Dulohery 

Insurance, Inc for the renewal of the County’s Cyber Insurance policy. Mr. Emerson 

explained the necessity of this insurance coverage. Mr. Pyle stated that the renewal 

premium is $5,512.00 for a year and is the same premium as last year.  
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On motion (20-129) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

approve the invoice from Evolve through Wood Dulohery Insurance, Inc for Cyber 

Insurance in the amount of $5,512.00 for 1 year. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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The Commissioner announced that there will be a work session today at 2:00 PM 

with the Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, County Clerk Don Pyle, 

County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson and local school district officials to discuss 

Emergency Preparedness.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: March 12, 2020 – 2:00 PM Work Session with the Commissioners, County 

Counselor Jim Emerson, County Clerk Don Pyle, County Health Officer Rebecca 

Adamson and local school officials to discuss Emergency Preparedness. 

 

Item Two: March 17, 2020 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Department Heads, Elected 

Officials and County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson to discuss Emergency 

Preparedness.  

 

Item Three: March 17, 2020 – Set minimum bids for property in the Crawford County 

Tax Sale 

 

Item Four: March 17, 2020 – Mr. Brad Stroud, Live Well Crawford County Executive 

Director addressing Pathways Letter of Commitment. 

 

Item Five: March 20, 2020 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on vacating a road known as the 

200 North Block of 170th St. 

 

Item Six: March 20, 2020 – Ms. Debra Anthony and Mr. Roger Lomshek, Crawford 

County Active Transportation Board addressing updates to resolution. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: March 20, 2020 – Crawford County Tax Sale at 2:00 PM in the Courtroom, 

3rd Floor at the Courthouse in Girard. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the March 13, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:23 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 3/13/2020 11:23 AM/amended BKW 3/16/2020 11:00 AM 


