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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, EIGHTEENTH MEETING 
 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                           Girard, KS Tuesday, March 10, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

                               

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-115) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the March 6, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 109 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

March 3, 2020 minutes 

Motion 20 110 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 20 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz and to 

reconvene by 10:30 AM 

Motion 20 111 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 10:32 AM 
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Motion 20 112 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 20 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and Ms. May Smith and to reconvene by 10:50 AM 

Motion 20 113 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and EMS Director Randy Sandberg and to reconvene by 

11:03 AM 

Motion 20 114 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene by 11:22 AM 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Ms. Rebecca Adamson, County Health Officer presented Aid to Local Grants 

Application Signature Page. Ms. Adamson explained the 9 Aid to Local Grants categories 

that are included on the signature page and stated that these are the same 9 grants that 

have been included in the Aid to Local Grants for over 20 years.  She discussed the 

amounts requested on each grant and what the grants are used for. She explained that the 

signature page signed by the Chairman of the Board must be submitted with the grant 

applications.  
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On motion (20-116) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Aid to Local Grants Application Signature page and authorize the 

Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Ms. Adamson also gave a presentation on the Coronavirus. She handed out 

some information on the disease. She explained that one of the handouts is a Situation 

Overview from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment that she receives 

daily. She stated that one case has been confirmed positive in Kansas and that was in 

Johnson County. She also stated that there have been 17 individuals that tested negative, 

21 PUIs (Person Under Investigation) with pending results and 3 close contacts being 

monitored. Ms. Adamson explained what is considered a PUI and where information is 

posted for the public to access and phone numbers for the public if they have questions 

on the virus. She discussed other countries on the list. Ms. Adamson stated that there is a 

LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee) meeting on Thursday, March 12, 2020 

8:00 AM at Girard Medical Center and she will be speaking at the meeting on the 
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Coronavirus and the infection control nurse from Via Christi will also be speaking. Ms. 

Adamson invited the Commissioners to attend the meeting. She discussed ways of 

preventing spread of the disease and to notify the health department if you have been out 

of the country or if you have been in contact with someone who traveled outside the 

United States and are not feeling well.  Commissioner Moody asked Ms. Adamson to 

keep the Commissioners updated on this situation.   
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented an Equipment Lease with Purchase 

Option between GN Bank, NA and the Board of Commissioners for a communications 

tower located a W 47 Highway, Girard. Mr. Emerson stated that there is also a grant to 
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pay for part of the equipment in the amount of $80,000 and this amount is not included in 

the lease purchase. He explained that the Consolidated 911 Fund will pay the County a 

yearly lease amount for use of the tower.  

 

On motion (20-117) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Equipment Lease with Purchase Option between GN Bank, NA and Board 

of Commissioners, Crawford County, Kansas for a communications tower located a W 47 

Highway, Girard in the amount of $284,976.21 for 84 months at 2.25% interest and 

authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson discussed the motions on Executive Sessions. He stated that he 

has spoken to the Attorney General’s Office and the motions being used are correct 

except for adding a line about the subject to be discussed. He gave examples as an 

Executive Session deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship to discuss the 

landfill agreement or an Executive Session to discuss Non-Elected Personnel for a job 

performance review. Mr. Emerson stated that this is a law change from a couple of years 

ago and beginning today the subject of the executive session will be added to the motion.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: Commissioner Moody discussed a fence viewing issue that a constituent has 

spoken to him about.  Mr. Ron Albertini, County Surveyor stated that he has looked into 

the Dunham and Handshy property line issue and read a letter he prepared for the 

Commissioners stating that he had previously surveyed the property and the line markers 

set by him on the previous land boundary survey are still in place. His letter states that his 

findings are that Mr. Dunham has placed the line posts properly, and upon his side of the 

line, and is not in violation of property boundary line practices.  Mr. Albertini also 

discussed a pond built by Mr. Handshy and some issues with the discharge pipe and some 

solutions he offered Mr. Handshy.   
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Item Two: Mr. Johnson discussed the request to Kansas Department of Transportation 

for Via County Road signage for Chicopee. Mr. Johnson stated that he has been working 

with Mr. George Dockery from KDOT on what the request should look like and what the 

County is able to request. He presented a letter he prepared from the Commissioners to 

the Kansas Department of Transportation requesting the signage and where the county 

would like the signage to be placed. He stated that Mr. Emerson has reviewed the letter. 

County Clerk Don Pyle showed a map of the area and Mr. Johnson explained the rural 

secondary routes and the areas that are in the letter for suggested areas for 2 Via County 

Road Chicopee sign locations. Mr. Johnson stated that this letter of request from the 

Board of County Commissioners will be sent to Mr. Dockery at the Kansas Department 

of Transportation and then KDOT will produce the signage and the county will be 

responsible for erecting the signs.   
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On motion (20-118) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the submission of a letter to the Kansas Department of Transportation from 

the Board of County Commissioners requesting Via County Road signage for the 

unincorporated town of Chicopee. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Blair stated that the Crawford County Sewer District #3 

Force Main Relocation Project is on track unless there is inclement weather. The 

Commissioners discussed a drawing showing the constructed area versus the proposal.  

 

Item Four: Commissioner Blair stated that he will be attending a meeting on March 11, 

2020 at 6:00 PM at the Farm Bureau Building to discuss the county wide cleanup. He 

explained that the clean-up is scheduled for May 9, 2020 and he has notified County 

Sanitarian Bill Towery with the date so Mr. Towery can give KDHE a definite date to see 

if they will pay for a tire disposal program on that date. Mr. Blair stated that he will find 

out at the meeting what items will be collected.  
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Item Five: Commissioner Blair discussed a used rock retriever tractor mount for the 

Road and Bridge Department. He presented a quote from LyCox Enterprises, Inc for a 

used retriever. He stated that there are 2 prices on the quote, one price is the retriever as is 

and one price that includes all new discs, 2 new bearings, new nuts and labor. Mr. Blair 

suggested that if the quote with the new items is approved, the county requests that they 

receive the items that were replaced.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
On motion (20-119) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the purchase from LyCox Enterprises, Inc of a used rock retriever with upgrade 

in the amount of $7,725.00 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
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Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 20 minutes 

to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-120) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 20 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney Client 

Relationship to discuss the landfill agreement and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 10:57 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:37 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 10:57 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 15 

minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-121) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel for a job performance review and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to 

reconvene by 11:13 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:58 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 11:13 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: March 13, 2020 – 8:30 AM Work session to review and sign March mid-

month bills and payroll vouchers. 

 

Item Three: March 13, 2020 – Dr. Jim Triplett reporting on the National Recycling 

Conference in Nashville. 

 

Item Two: March 20, 2020 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on vacating a road known as 

the 200 North Block of 170th St. 
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Item Four: March 20, 2020 – Ms. Debra Anthony and Mr. Roger Lomshek, Crawford 

County Active Transportation Board addressing updates to resolution. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Item One: March 12, 2020 – LEPC Meeting at 8:00 AM at the Girard Medical Center. 

All Three Commissioners may be in attendance.  

 

Item Two: March 20, 2020 – Crawford County Tax Sale at 2:00 PM in the Courtroom, 

3rd Floor at the Courthouse in Girard. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the March 10, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:15 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 3/10/2020 11:15 AM/amended BKW 3/11/2020 1:00 PM 


