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 Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, FORTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

 

                                                                                                  Girard, KS Friday, June 9, 2017, 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioner Jeff Murphy was in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-202) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the June 6, 2017 minutes of the Board of County Commissioners, 

and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 199 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the June 

2, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 200 To approve the May 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented 

Motion 17 201 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 
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 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Ms. Diana Hartog and Mr. Mark Lehman, Crawford County Conservation 

District addressing their budget for 2018. Mr. Lehman presented a copy of the Crawford 

County Conservation District 2018 Operations Fund Budget. He stated that the amount 

requested is the same as last year. He also stated that they will be losing a small amount 

in state funding this year but will be able to work it out without additional funds from the 

County.  Mr. Lehman answered questions the Commissioners had on the budget. He 

informed the Commissioners that their agency has not increased their budget request in 8 

years. Mr. Lehman explained the areas cut from the state funding. Mr. Wood asked about 

the RCD building in Chanute. Mr. Lehman explained the cost sharing agreement. There 

was a discussion on the septic system replacement program.  
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On motion (17-203) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Crawford County Conservation District 2018 Operations Fund Budget and 

authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS  

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS   

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle presented the Contract for Single Audit Services from Diehl 

Banwart Bolton for the audit for the year ending December 31, 2016. Mr. Pyle stated that 

this contract is for the audit that was just completed and it is the same agreement as the 

last few years. Mr. Pyle discussed the amount charged for the audit. There was a 

discussion on keeping the current auditors or bidding the services out. Mr. Wood stated 

that he feels that Mr. Terry Sercer, the accountant that has worked on the County audit is 

doing a very good job and hates to change. The Commissioners will discuss this issue 

again at a later date. 
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On motion (17-204) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Contract for Single Audit Services from Diehl, Banwart & Bolton for the 

Audit for the year ending December 31, 2016 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two:  Mr. Pyle reported on the LEPC meeting he attended. He stated that there was 

a presentation from Ms. Amy Glines from the Crawford County Mental Health 

Department about Mental Health First Aid which is a course to help people recognize 

individuals with mental illness or depression and it helps others to be able to intervene 

and get them help before further issues could take place. He said this course is being 

offered in July and she would be willing to offer shorter courses around the County 

departments.  Mr. Pyle stated that he will send the information on this course to all the 

Elected Officials and Department Heads.  
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Item Three: Mr. Emerson stated that he and Mr. Pyle met with representatives of IMA 

Insurance Consulting Group. He stated that this company is doing the consulting work for 

the City of Pittsburg at the current time.  Mr. Emerson stated that if the decision is made 

to change consulting groups, it needs to be done within the next couple of weeks. He 

gave the Commissioners some information on IMA. The Commissioners decided they 

will discuss this further when Commissioner Moody returns.                           
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Item Four: Mr. Wood discussed the weekly insurance claims. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson stated that he had received the bill on the new truck for Robert 

Gorentz, Maintenance Supervisor and it was decided to pay for the truck out of the 

Courthouse fund. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy discussed the applications for the Road & Bridge Administrator 

position vacancy and stated that he would like to start the interviews on Tuesday. It was 

decided to start the meeting on Tuesday, June 13 at 8:30 AM with Executive Sessions 

with Non- Elected Personnel from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM and regular business beginning 

at 10:00 AM. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Pyle discussed a conflict with the work sessions scheduled for June 20, 

2017. It was decided to have a budget work session with Sheriff Dan Peak from 8:30 AM 

9:00 AM, a work session with Brad Stroud Live Well Crawford County District to 

discuss the Watco trail from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM and a budget work session with 

Robert Gorentz, Maintenance Supervisor from 10:00 AM to 10:20 AM on June 20, 2017. 

The regular session will begin at 10:20 AM that day.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session to discuss matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-205) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and John Macary, 

County Appraiser’s Office. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:17 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:32 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session to discuss matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-206) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and John Macary, 

County Appraiser’s Office. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:33 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:45 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

June 13, 2017 – The Commission Meeting will start at 8:30 AM with Executive Sessions 

with Non- Elected Personnel from 8:30 AM to 10:00 AM and regular business beginning 

at 10:00 AM. 

 

June 20, 2017 – 8:30 AM to 9:00 AM Budget Work Session with Sheriff Dan Peak. 

 

June 20, 2017 – 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM Work Session with Live Well Crawford County 

Director Brad Stroud to discuss the Watco Trail. 

 

June 20, 2017 – 10:00 AM to 10:20 AM Budget Work Session with Maintenance 

Supervisor Robert Gorentz. 

 

June 20, 2017 – The Regular Session will begin at 10:20 AM. 

 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the June 9, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:09 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 
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________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 06/9/17 11:50 AM/amended BKW 6/12/17 3:30  PM 


