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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, FORTY-NINTH MEETING 

 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

                                                                                                Girard, KS Friday, June 30, 2017, 10:00 AM  
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-228) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the June 27, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 225 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the June 

23, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 226 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 20 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson 

and Mike Ryan, Crawford County Fire District #1 Baker Township 
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Motion 17 227 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Troy Graham presented a Motion of Recommendation for a Conditional 

Land Use CL 17-1404 for the establishment of a new event center to be known as the 

“Circle B Ranch” with stipulations listed. Mr. Graham stated that this has been approved 

by the Crawford County Zoning and Planning Board. He explained that all the 

stipulations set out in the motion have been completed. Mr. Graham stated that Mr. Jason 

Bailey is the applicant and he is present with his attorney Mr. Kevin Mitchelson. He 

explained that there were only 3 adjacent landowners within 1000 feet and the 

landowners were all notified. He informed the Commission of the location and showed 

the location on the map. Mr. Graham said that the parking lot will be gravel but the 

handicap stalls will be concreted with a sidewalk. There was a discussion on having a 

sprinkler system installed in the building and what requirements could be set out by the 

Fire Marshall in requiring a system. Mr. Kevin Mitchelson introduced himself and 

introduced Dr. Jason Bailey to the Commissioners. Mr. Mitchelson gave some 

background information on the reasons why Dr. Bailey and his wife, Jennifer, started this 

event center. Dr. Bailey stated at this time he feels that he may only hold 3 or 4 events a 

year. Mr. Murphy stated that one of his concerns is vehicles traveling down 570th Ave 

with the road not being in very good condition and suggested an alternative route to the 

center.  
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On motion (17-229) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Motion of Recommendation for a Conditional Land Use CL 17-1404 for the 

establishment of a new event center to be known as the “Circle B Ranch” as 

recommended by the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS  

 

Item One: State Representative Adam Lusker addressed the Commissioners and gave an 

update on the legislative session this year. He stated that the budget was balanced and 

passed a tax revenue plan. Mr. Lusker explained the budget and tax plan. He addressed 

the education funding bill. He informed the Commissioners that State Employees 

received a 2% wage increase and explained this is the first increase in almost a decade for 

the State Employees. He feels the legislature is making strides in the right direction. Mr. 

Wood asked questions on a Senate Bill 155 from a few years ago and Mr. Lusker stated 

he will get more information on this. There was a discussion on horse racing and dog 

racing. Mr. Lusker discussed transportation projects and T Works. Mr. Murphy addressed 
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the Watco Trail and explained the location of the trail. There was a discussion on road at 

210th street north of Atkinson that Frontenac, Pittsburg and the County each own a side 

and the issue of working on this intersection. The Commissioners thanked Representative 

Lusker for his hard work in the legislature. 

  

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the June 2017 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and 

bills during the month of June. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the May 

2017 to June 2017 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for comparison.  Mr. Pyle 

reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some of the reasons for the 

changes. There was a discussion on property, casualty and work comp insurance and the 

Commissioners and the County Counselor being contacted and kept informed of the 

status of claims and other situations. There was also a discussion on the risk management 

fund.  
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On motion (17-230) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the June 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle addressed health insurance deductions. Mr. Pyle discussed retirees 

still covered the County Health Insurance and what additional costs they should incur 

with the new increase. He stated he researched Community Corrections Employee 

insurance coverage and explained how they are paid and what coverages the employees 

have. The Commissioners decided that Community Correction Employees that have a 

single plan will incur the additional costs. The Commissioners discussed employees that 

are covered under the lowest tier of insurance coverage. It was decided that retirees will 

pay the increase set out for employees with income of $35,000 or less and employees that 

are currently covered under the lowest tier will incur the additional costs as set out in 

Motion 2017-218.  
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Item Three: Mr. Emerson presented Contractor’s Payment Estimate No. 2 from Cook 

Flatt and Strobel Engineers on Bridge Replacement Bridge #690 in the amount of 

$54,741.60 for Mission Construction Company, Contractor. The Commissioners agreed 

to pay this out of the Special Bridge Fund. 
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On motion (17-231) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve Contractor’s Payment Estimate No. 2 from Cook Flatt and Strobel Engineers on 

Bridge Replacement Bridge #690 in the amount of $54,741.60 for Mission Construction 

Company, Contractor and to pay this out of the Special Bridge Fund. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 10 of 11 

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One: Jim Emerson requested an executive session to discuss matters involving 

Non-Elected Personnel. 

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

On motion (17-232) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:39 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:49 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

NEW BUSINESS continued 

 

Item Four: Mr. Pyle addressed the 2017 State Income Tax Table Increase. Mr. Pyle 

stated that his office will include a note with paychecks at the end of July to help 

employees understand that more state income tax will be withheld from paychecks as the 

new state income tax law takes effect. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Murphy discussed tree trimming and there was a discussion on track 

hoes. 

 

Item Six:  Mr. Moody stated that he spoke with the City of Frontenac about 210th Street 

and the City is willing to pay for half of the costs of the repairs to that road.  Mr. Moody 

will have them contact Mr. Randy Chiartano for an estimate on the cost. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle presented the budget requests for all the departments and funds in 

the County so they can prepare to finalize the County Budget. Mr. Pyle went through the 

requests with the Commissioners. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy stated that he is not concerned with the electric rates in Girard 

after he looked at the categorization the City has implemented. There was a short 

discussion on the rates.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 
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Item One:  July 7, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss the County Budget. 

  

Item Two: July 7, 2017 – 11:00 AM Work Session with IMA Consulting to discuss 

Health Insurance Consulting Services. 

 

Item Three: July 11, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss the County Budget. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: July 3 and July 4, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of the 

Independence Day Holiday. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the June 30, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:44 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 06/30/17 12:44 PM/amended BKW 7/6/17 3:30 PM  

 


