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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, FORTY-SIXTH MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                               Girard, KS, Friday, June 12, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

 

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

On motion (20-246) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the June 9, 2020 minutes of the Board of County Commissioners, 

and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 20 242 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the June 

5, 2020 minutes 

Motion 20 243 To adopt Resolution #2020-010, A Resolution Amending Resolution 

#2016-006, dated February 16, 2016, which created an Active 

Transportation Advisory Board 

Motion 20 244 To approve a total payment of $2,681.35 to Crawford County Rural 

Water District #2 due to issues from the Crawford County Sewer 

District #3 Force Main Relocation Project 

Motion 20 245 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss an employee under Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 11:46 AM 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS  

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Item One: Ms. Rebecca Adamson, County Health Officer, regarding COVID-19 update. 

She stated that there are 3 new cases in Crawford County today and there has not been a 

press release issued yet on these cases. She discussed some questions she has received on 

social distancing and being exposed to a positive case. She also discussed a local food 

processing plant that have had employees test positive and what is being done. Ms. 

Adamson explained that the food processing plants are essential businesses and will not 

be shut down. She stated that she has offered to test all the employees in that plant but the 

plant corporate officials denied her request at this time. She stated that the offer is still 

out there to test all the employees if the plant should change their mind. She discussed the 

testing of asymptomatic people which is not recommended at this time but the Health 

Department and Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas are testing asymptomatic 

individuals. Ms. Adamson stated that the plant is being very proactive in preventing the 

spread and are following KDHE guidelines, CDC guidelines and Department of 

Agricultural guidelines. She stated that Crawford County is following the 4 metrics 

which are increases in death, ability to test, hospital capacity and ability to isolate and 

quarantine through public health and until we are unable to meet those 4 metrics, she 

does not see the need to be more restrictive. She stated she believes that within the next 

couple of weeks she expects a peak but after that it should start declining.  Ms. Adamson 

explained that the new cases are not severely ill and not all the new cases are related to 

the food processing plant. Commissioner Johnson stated he does not understand KDHE 

not testing all the employees of the food plant. Ms. Adamson stated that there is not an 

approved test for asymptomatic individuals and stated that KDHE’s perspective is to 

isolate positives and quarantine exposures. Ms. Adamson stated that it is up to the 

individual to keep themselves safe and she wants the public to know that the Health 

Department is doing everything humanly possible to keep this contained. She stated that 

she knows that everyone is scared but to please remain respectful. She explained that 

there are currently no individuals in ICU or on a ventilator in Crawford County due to 

COVID-19.  

 

Mr. Michael Ehling, Crawford County Mental Health Executive Administrator 

introduced the new Children’s Services Director Mr. Bill Howell. 

 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle addressed the CDGB CV. He handed out an 

Authorized Signature Form for the grant. Mr. Emerson stated that he and Mr. Pyle 

attended a Q & A session on line yesterday and questions were answered from different 

cities, counties and members of regional planning commissions. He said that he would 
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like Ms. Susan Galemore from the Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission to 

attend the Regular Session on Tuesday to help in getting the plan and committee in place 

and to answer any questions the Commissioners may have. He explained that she is 

assisting Crawford County in administering the grant.  

 
 

On motion (20-247) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Authorized Signature Form for the Community Development Block Grant 

CV Program. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Mr. Emerson presented the State of Kansas Grant Agreement No. 20-CV-014 between 

the State of Kansas Department of Commerce and Crawford County and explained the 

requirements of the agreement.  
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On motion (20-248) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

approve the State of Kansas Grant Agreement No. 20-CV-014 between the State of 

Kansas Department of Commerce and Crawford County and authorize the Chairman to 

sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Mr. Emerson stated that during the Q & A meeting it was stated that it is not required to 

use the application sent out by the state and the entities can create one of their own but it 

must contain everything in the state application.  The Commissioners discussed using the 

state application. Mr. Emerson explained some questions about businesses that have 

already applied for different funding and how to track this. The Commissioners and Mr. 

Emerson discussed the committee to review the applications. Mr. Emerson stated that the 

application to be a committee member is posted on the website. Mr. Emerson stated that 

everything should be in place around the first of July.  

 

Item Two:  Mr. Emerson handed out a MOU for a storm siren in Chicopee.  Mr. 

Emerson stated that this is for the siren that is being donated by the City of Pittsburg to 

the Chicopee Community and that this memorandum just puts down in writing what each 

of the entities is agreeing to do to keep this siren working in the future.  
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On motion (20-249) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Crawford County, Kansas and 

the City of Pittsburg, Kansas on the storm siren in Chicopee and authorize the Chairman 

to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Blair stated that the dust control application has been pushed 

back and the issue is the company rescheduling.  Mr. Blair stated that the county needs to 

set up their own equipment and do the dust control in house and to set our own schedule. 

Commissioner Blair stated that Shop Foreman Josh Peak is checking into this issue.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  Mr. Emerson stated that he would like to continue with the same schedule for 

the Courthouse and Motor Vehicle Office at the Judicial Center in Pittsburg. The 

Commissioners agreed that for at least another 2 weeks to continue with the Courthouse 

being open for public entrance from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and the Motor Vehicle office in 

the Judicial Center in Pittsburg remaining closed.   

 

Item Two: Commissioner Johnson addressed the proposal for the new phone system for 

the Courthouse and Mr. Pyle stated that a meeting is needed with Craw-Kan and the 

different departments in the courthouse to see what their needs are for the new system. 

Mr. Pyle will follow up with this issue and contact Craw-Kan and the department heads 

and elected officials to schedule a meeting.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: June 16, 2020 – Work Sessions with Department Heads regarding 2021 

Budget Requests beginning at 8:30AM. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: The Courthouse in Girard is open to the public from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

until further notice. The Motor Vehicle office at the Judicial Center in Pittsburg will 

remain closed but residents may use the drop box at the Security Desk at the Judicial 

Center for motor vehicle and tax payments to be processed at the courthouse. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the June 12, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:05 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

_____________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
 Taken by BKW 6/12/2020 11:05 AM/amended BKW 6/15/2020 12:15 PM 


