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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, FIFTY-SIXTH MEETING 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

                                                                                                        Girard, KS Friday, July 28, 2017, 10:00 AM 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioner Tom Moody was in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-260) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the July 20, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 257 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July 

17, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 258 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 17 259 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and EMS Director Randy Sandberg 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

Item One:  Team members of the Cherokee Little league addressed the Commissioners. 

The team members and the coach introduced themselves. Team Member Wyatt Scales 

spoke on behalf of the team and stated that the team had recently won the State 

Tournament and will be traveling to Indianapolis for the Little League Regionals. He 

stated that his team would greatly appreciate a donation from the Commissioners to help 

with travel expenses. Mr. Pyle answered the Commissioners that the funds could be taken 

out of the Park and Recreation Fund. 

 

On motion (17-261) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the donation of $500 to Cherokee Little League for Travel expenses to the Little 

League Regionals in Indianapolis. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Item One: Mr. Robert Gorentz, Maintenance Supervisor addressed the bids on the Road 

& Bridge Buildings. He stated that his recommendation is to award the bid on the 

maintenance building in Girard to Home Center Construction and to award the bid on the 

Pittsburg Freeto building to Jack Coomes Steel Buildings. Mr. Gorentz stated that both 

were the low bids.  Mr. Jack Coomes was present and answered some questions for the 

Commissioners.  
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On motion (17-262) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Award of the bid on the Maintenance Building in Girard to Home Center 

Construction and to Award the bid for the Pittsburg Maintenance building to Jack 

Coomes Steel Buildings as recommended by Mr. Robert Gorentz, Maintenance 

Supervisor.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed.  

 

Item Two: Ms. Tracy Harris, 11th Judicial District Community Corrections Director, 

presented the FY2018 Revised Behavioral Health Budget for the 11th Judicial District 
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Community Corrections. She explained that this budget is used to fund the care 

coordinators and stated that Community Corrections has 3 part time care coordinators in 

Crawford County and 1 full time Care Coordinator in Labette County. Ms. Harris 

informed the Commissioners that the overall budget is approximately $130,000 budget at 

no cost to the County.  
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On motion (17-263) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the FY2018 Revised Behavioral Health Budget for the 11th Judicial District 

Community Corrections and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Ms. Harris presented the FY2018 Carryover Reimbursement Budget for the 

11th Judicial District Community Corrections. She explained that these are funds that 

Community Corrections collect that the clients pay back for services. She gave the 

Commissioners information on what these funds will be used for. 
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On motion (17-264) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Carry over Reimbursement Budget for the 11th Judicial District Community 

Corrections and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four: Ms. Harris presented the Community Corrections Quarterly Budget 

Adjustment Report and explained that the adjustment is to move some line items around 

in the budget. 

 

On motion (17-265) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Community Corrections Quarterly Budget Adjustment Report and authorize 

the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

Item One: Ms. Becky Gray, City of Pittsburg Director of Housing and Community 

Development gave an update on 2 property tax rebate programs through the City of 

Pittsburg, the Rural Housing Incentive District (RHID) and the Neighborhood 

Revitalization Program (NRP). She stated that the NRP is now being proactively 

marketed to all property owners in the district. She explained the Rural Housing Incentive 

District (RID) and how it works. She informed the Commissioners that Point Royale 

Development from Springfield Missouri was allowed low income tax credits and will be 

building 20 homes in this district. She explained how the tax credits will work and how 

the homes will be rented and sold over after a 15 year period. She stated that it is an 

affordable housing home ownership program. There was a lengthy discussion on the 

taxes for these homes and how the money will be distributed to the developer after the 

taxes are paid so that those funds can be used to pay for the infrastructure expenses. 

There was a discussion about the differences and areas of RHID and NRP.  

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

Item One: Mr. Emerson requested a transfer of $40,000 from the General Fund to the 

Risk Management Fund. 

 

On motion (17-266) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the transfer $40,000 from the General Fund to the Risk Management Fund. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   
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Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Pyle presenting Resolution #2017-020, #2017-021, 2017-022, 2017-023 

& 2017-024. Mr. Pyle explained that these are Resolutions requesting refund on personal 

property taxes for Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas that that were paid to 

the Motor Vehicle Office in error when the tags were renewed. Ms. Jan Meredith, 

Appraiser’s Office Supervisor explained to the Commissioners the reasoning for the 

abatements. She explained the humanitarian exemption and that is the exemption the 

Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas falls under.  
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On motion (17-267) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution #2017-020, a Resolution approving a refund in the amount of $2,116.83 

to Community Health Center of SEK for personal property taxes paid in error to the 

Motor Vehicle Department on a 2011 Ford Econoline E350 for the tax years 2012-2013, 

2013-2014 and 2014-2015, Resolution #2017-021, a Resolution approving a refund in the 

amount of $887.58 to Community Health Center of SEK for personal property taxes paid 

in error to the Motor Vehicle Department on a 2011 Ford Transit Connect VIN#0197 for 

the tax years 2016-2017 and 2017-2018, Resolution #2017-022, a Resolution approving a 

refund in the amount of $887.58 to Community Health Center of SEK for personal 

property taxes paid in error to the Motor Vehicle Department on a 2016 Ford Transit 
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Connect VIN#9493 for the tax years 2016-2017 and 2017-2018, Resolution #2017-023, a 

Resolution approving a refund in the amount of $599.76 to Community Health Center of 

SEK for personal property taxes paid in error to the Motor Vehicle Department on a 2010 

Chev Cobalt VIN#2222 for the tax years 2012-2013, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015and 

Resolution #2017-024, a Resolution approving a refund in the amount of $599.76 to 

Community Health Center of SEK for personal property taxes paid in error to the Motor 

Vehicle Department on a 2010 Chev Cobalt VIN#5908 for the tax years 2012-2013, 

2013-2014 and 2014-2015.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Wood requested a transfer of $300,000 from the Road & 

Bridge Fund to the Road & Bridge Equipment Reserve Fund. 

 

On motion (17-268) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the transfer of $300,000 from Road & Bridge Fund to the Road & Bridge 

Equipment Reserve Fund. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Item One: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session to discuss matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

On motion (17-269) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:19 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:29 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session to discuss matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
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On motion (17-270) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and EMS Director 

Randy Sandberg. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:30 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:48 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session to discuss matters 

that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

On motion (17-271) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney 

Client Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:49 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:02 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the July 28, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:05 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 

County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 7/28/17 12:05 PM/amended BKW 7/31/17 3:30 PM 


