Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, FIFTY-SECOND MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Friday, July 25, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioners Bruce Blair and Carl Wood were in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA

On motion (25-293) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the July 22, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 285 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July
18, 2025 minutes

Motion 25 286 | To grant the letter of support between Crawford County and SEKCAP
Transportation

Motion 25 287 | To approve the Pledge of Financial Support between Crawford County
and SEKCAP Transportation in the amount of $17,000.00

Motion 25 288 | To authorize the Kansas Department of Transportation to use Cook,
Flatt, & Strobel Engineers, P.A. for the bridge replacement project
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Motion 25

289

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
20 minutes to discuss individual job performance pursuant to the non-
elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the
privacy of the individual employees. The County Commissioners,
County Counselor Jim Emerson, and Zoning Administrator May Smith
attended the executive session. The open meeting will resume at 10:43
AM. The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

290

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss employees pursuant to the non-elected personnel
exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the
individual employees. The County Commissioners and County
Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The open
meeting will resume at 10:58 AM. The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

291

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
20 minutes to discuss job performance pursuant to the non-elected
personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of
the individual employees. The County Commissioners, County
Counselor Jim Emerson, and Sewer Operator Coby Hinton attended
the executive session. The open meeting will resume at 11:21 AM.
The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

292

To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session
for 15 minutes to discuss budget which would be deemed privileged in
the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with
attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the County
Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson present. The open
meeting will resume at 11:48 A.M. The motion passed 3-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

Item One: Mr. Dylan Spencer with the J.L. Hutchinson 12 & Under baseball team
addressed the Commissioners. He stated their team has won the state tournament that
took place in Baxter Springs, KS. Mr. Spencer stated they will now be playing in Indiana
for the Little League World Series and that the team is looking to find support for their
trip. The baseball team introduced themselves to the Commissioners and stated the
position that they play. Commissioner Wood stated he wishes the team luck.

On motion (25-294) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
sponsor the J.L. Hutchinson 12 & Under Baseball Team in the amount of $500.00.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:
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Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.

NEW BUSINESS

Item One: County Clerk Lisa Lusker asked to schedule a work session to discuss the
budget on Tuesday, July 29 at 9:00 AM. The Commissioners agreed.

Item Two: Ms. Lusker gave an update regarding the 2024 Crawford County Audit. She
stated a representative would like to come present this audit to the Commissioners and
answer any questions they may have. Commissioner Moody stated the sooner the better.
Ms. Lusker explained Varney and Associates has sent the bill for the audit in the amount
of $28,000.00. Ms. Lusker explained this cost is similar to last year.

On motion (25-295) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the payment to Varney & Associates for the 2024 Crawford County Audit in the
amount of $28,000.00.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Three: Mr. Emerson explained he has added an area on the agenda for executive
sessions. He explained if he knows about these executive sessions ahead of time he
would like to go ahead and have them put on the agenda.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 20 minutes
to discuss Non-Elected Personnel.

On motion (25-296) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 20 minutes to discuss
individual employees job performance pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception,
K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County
Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, Sheriff Billy Tomasi, and Undersheriff
Jason VanBecelaere attended the executive session. The open meeting will resume at
10:34 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:14 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:34 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
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Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 30
minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel.

On motion (25-297) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 30 minutes to discuss
individual employees job performance pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception,
K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County
Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, Sheriff Billy Tomasi, and Undersheriff
Jason VanBecelaere attended the executive session. The open meeting will resume at
11:05 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:35 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:57 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Item Four: Mr. Emerson presented a Disclosure Compliance Services Proposal from
Gilmore & Bell, P.C. He explained that pursuant to the current bonds that the county has
outstanding they are required to have a consultant hired for compliance services. Mr.
Emerson explained the compliance services briefly. Mr. Emerson stated the fee to hire
them for compliance is $1,750.00 which will be included in the bond issue upcoming in
August and the county will not be out for these fees. Commissioner Moody asked if this
is something Mr. Emerson is wanting approved today and Mr. Emerson explained he
wanted it presented today and is looking for approval preferably by August 5.
Commissioner Wood asked about the bonds the county is involved with and Mr. Emerson
explained.

On motion (25-298) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the Disclosure Compliance Services Proposal between Crawford County and
Gilmore & Bell, P.C. and authorizing the Chairman to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Wood, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Five: Mr. Emerson discussed the bond issue and that information and paperwork
will be received on August 5, 2025.

Item Six: Commissioner Blair stated someone inquired in the work session about
NextEra conditions and he will be making a list of what needs prepared and fixed.

Page 4 of 7



Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioner Blair asked if they have a final date on the project and Mr. Emerson
explained.

Item Seven: Commissioner Wood stated he has heard the mowers will be coming in
August and that he will be visiting next week regarding this.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Ms. Lusker discussed the ARPA Drawdown that was discussed in a work
session before the meeting. She explained the drawdown and that the first drawdown
was for County Spend in the amount of $2,400.00.

On motion (25-299) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the ARPA Drawdown request for July 2025 County Spend.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Ms. Lusker explained the next drawdown is for the Health Department in the amount of
$5,447.34.

On motion (25-300) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the ARPA Drawdown request for July 2025 Health Department.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Ms. Lusker stated the next drawdown is a childcare project for Family Resource Center
in the amount of $72,289.20.

On motion (25-301) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the ARPA Drawdown request for July 2025 Childcare-Family Resource Center.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Ms. Lusker presented the next drawdown as the childcare project for Sugar Creek in the
amount of $495.00.

On motion (25-302) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the ARPA Drawdown request for July 2025 Childcare-Sugar Creek.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair
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Nays:

Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.

Mr. Lusker presented the final drawdown as the childcare project for Point Forward-
Washington School in the amount of $177,480.87. Mr. Emerson explained how much
money this project has left.

On motion (25-303) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
approve the ARPA Drawdown request for July 2025 Childcare-Point Forward
Washington School.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Blair

Nays: Commissioner Wood

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Commissioner Moody mentioned the damage done on the north end of Sugar
Creek Road and the possibility of having to have an engineer look at the road.
Commissioner Blair discussed having the county do it themselves or contracting it out.
Commissioner Moody asked Mr. Emerson to reach out regarding this issue.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Item Eight: Commissioner Wood discussed the City of McCune and if they will have to
do an election to replace the positions that have resigned and Ms. Lusker explained.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: July 29, 2025- 8:30 AM Work Session to sign end of the month bills and
payroll vouchers.

Item Two: July 29, 2025- 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss budget.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Item One: August 4, 2025- 10:30 AM Groundbreaking ceremony for Sugar Creek’s
childcare center. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adjourn the July 25, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at
11:49 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
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Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair
Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 07/28/2025 11:05 AM/amended BKW 07/28/25 11:30 AM
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