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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2018, FIFTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

 

                                                                                                       Girard, KS Tuesday, July 24, 2018, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 
 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood was in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle was seated with the Board. 

 

Vice-Chairman Moody along with the Pittsburg Little League 12-year-old All Stars led 

the pledge of allegiance.  
 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (18-271) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the July 20, 2018 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:    

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  
 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

Motion 18 267 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July 

17, 2018 minutes 

Motion 18 268 To approve the Equipment Lease with Purchase Option between 

GNBank NA and Crawford County Commissioners Crawford County 

Kansas for equipment for the EMS Department in the amount of 

$711,691.00 for 60 months at 2.25% interest and authorize the Vice-

Chairman to sign 

Motion 18 269 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene by 10:42 AM 
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Motion 18 270 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 10:53 AM 

 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Pittsburg Little League 12-year-old All Stars requesting donation to Regional 

Tournament. Teams members Tyson Bennett, Jackson Turnball, Tucker Akins and Parker 

Johnston all addressed the Commissioners and stated their position on the team. They 

explained that they qualified for and will be attending the Regional tournament in 

Indianapolis, Indiana and asked for a donation from the Commissioners to assist with 

travel expenses to the tournament. 

 

On motion (18-272) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve a donation of $500 to the Pittsburg Little League 12-year-old All Stars to help 

with travel expenses to the Regional Tournament in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Thomas Grady addressed the Commissioners with concerns about South 

200th Street. Mr. Grady stated that he resides at 793 S 200th Street and is concerned with 

the amount of 18-wheel semi-trucks traveling the road and the condition of the road. Mr. 

Wood explained how the road is shared with the City of Pittsburg. Mr. Grady stated that 

he would like the road overlaid. The Commissioners explained how the money is used in 

their districts for road maintenance and the area that Mr. Grady is concerned with is in 

Commissioner Murphy’s district. They also discussed the cost of chip and seal versus 

overlaying. Mr. Grady reported on how many 18-wheel semi-trucks traveled down 200th 

Street during certain periods that he kept a count of. Mr. Grady explained where the No 

Jake Brake signs are located and stated that the signs do not seem to be working. He said 

that more signs should be erected and stated where he felt the signs would be effective. 

Mr. Grady explained that his concerns are with the condition of the road, the amount of 

big truck traffic and the noise. There was a discussion on lowering the speed limit on 

certain portions of the road.  Mr. Wood stated that he will speak with Mike Peak from the 

Sign Department to get additional No Jake Break signs erected. There was also a 

discussion on the bridges and the weight limit on the county bridges on that road and Mr. 

Wood will check into this issue and will speak with County Counselor Jim Emerson and 

Commissioner Murphy about lowering the speed limit on certain portions of 200th Street.  
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Mr. Grady addressed concerns with Crawford County Sewer District #2 (W 4th Street) 

and the monthly rate increase. Mr. Wood explained that the Sewer District fund was short 

a few months during the last couple of years and that money was taken out of the 

County’s General Fund to cover the sewer district expenses. Mr. Wood stated that there is 

a problem somewhere with surface water getting into the sewer that cannot be found and 

a smoke test was done 2 years ago. Ms. May Smith showed the monthly bills in 2018 and 

2017 in which the sewer district did not have the funds to pay the expenses and they had 

to be paid out of the general fund and provided copies of the bills to Mr. Grady. Mr. 

Wood explained that landowners who do not pay their monthly fees will have those costs 

assessed to their real estate tax bill. There was a discussion on manholes and GIS 

Director Kyle Nelson provided Mr. Grady with a map of all the man holes in Crawford 

County Sewer District #2.  

 

Item Three: A landowner on 196th Street addressed concerns with the condition of the 

road and Mr. Wood suggested she contact Mr. Murphy when he returns. 

 

Item Four: Ms. Judy Strahan, 1521 Main Street Pittsburg addressed the Commissioners 

about Main Street between 4th Street and 20th Street. She stated that half of the road is in 

the City Limits of Pittsburg and half is in the County and stated that the road has not been 

touched in 20 years. Mr. Strahan stated that most of the homes are in the County and the 

ditches have been mowed by the county only once this year. Mr. Moody stated that he 

will have his crew mow the ditches and Ms. Strahan should contact Mr. Murphy about 

the condition of the road.  

 

 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the Kansas Housing Resources 

Corporation 2018 Emergency Solutions Grant. The Commissioners requested that they be 

sent the information on the grants for Safehouse a little more in advance so they have the 

opportunity to review them before approving. 
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On motion (18-273) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation FY 2018 Emergency Solutions 

Grant and authorize the Vice-Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 
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The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Pyle stated he received an email from Ms. Heather Spaur from FACT, 

Inc. requesting a Letter of Support from the Commissioners for Families and Children 

Togethers, Inc.’s proposal to the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 

Recreational Trails Program for a grant for the development of trails and restroom 

facilities at the Grilz Family Blue Sea Nature Preserve.  
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On motion (18-274) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Letter of Support of Families and Children Togethers, Inc.’s proposal to the 

to the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism Recreational Trails Program for 

a grant for the development of trails and restroom facilities at the Grilz Family Blue Sea 

Nature Preserve and authorize the Vice-Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Moody stated that he and Commissioner Wood will be 

attending a meeting with the City of Frontenac and the City of Pittsburg today at 1:30 PM 

at Earle’s Engineering in Pittsburg to discuss the scope of services for a Wastewater 

Study.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Wood discussed the widener that is currently being rented.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: July 31, 2018 – 8:30 AM Work Session to discuss 2019 Budget with District 

Court Administrator Mac Young attending. 

 

Item Two: July 31, 2018 – Mr. Mac Young, Community Corrections Administrative 

Director presenting revised budget document for Community Corrections. 

 

Item Three: August 3, 2018 – 8:30 AM Work Session discuss 2019 Budget. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: July 24, 2018 -- Meeting at Earle’s Engineering in Pittsburg at 1:30 PM to 

discuss the scope of services for a Wastewater Study. Commissioner Moody and 

Commissioner Wood will be in attendance. 

 

Item Two: July 28, 2018 – 2018 Kansas Shrine Bowl at 7:00 PM at Carnie Smith 

Stadium, Pittsburg State University.  All three Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the July 24, 2018 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:12 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 
 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 7/24/18 11:12 AM/amended BKW 7/26/18 11:45 AM 


