Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, FORTY-NINETH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Tuesday, July 15, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioners Bruce Blair and Carl Wood were in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA

On motion (25-271) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the July 11, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 639018 to 639308 dated
July 15, 2025 in the total amount of $492,841.64.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 264 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July
08, 2025 minutes, and Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous
week’s vouchers

Motion 25 265 To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session

for 20 minutes for legal advice pertaining to insurance which would be
deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the
consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the
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County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, and Sheriff
Billy Tomasi present. The open meeting will resume at 11:00 A.M.
The motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

266

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss performance review pursuant to the non-elected
personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of
the individual employees. The County Commissioners, County
Counselor Jim Emerson, and GIS Director Kyle Nelson attended the
executive session. The open meeting will resume at 11:17 AM. The
Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

267

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
20 minutes to discuss performance review pursuant to the non-elected
personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of
the individual employees. The County Commissioners, County
Counselor Jim Emerson, and Emergency Manager Quinton Parsons
attended the executive session. The open meeting will resume at 11:39
AM. The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

268

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss performance review pursuant to the non-elected
personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of
the individual employees. The County Commissioners, County
Counselor Jim Emerson, and Emergency Manager Quinton Parsons
attended the executive session. The open meeting will resume at 11:55
AM. The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

269

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss job performance pursuant to the non-elected
personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of
the individual employees. The County Commissioners and County
Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The open
meeting will resume at 12:11 PM. The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

270

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
10 minutes to discuss Road and Bridge pursuant to the non-elected
personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of
the individual employees. The County Commissioners and County
Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The open
meeting will resume at 12:27 PM. The Motion passed 3-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

Item One: Mr. Nate Clevenger with the Girard Warriors addressed the Commissioners.
He introduced the track members that attended the meeting with him today. Mr.
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Clevenger gave the Commissioners an update on the track club events and that 26 of their
members have qualified for Junior Olympics. Mr. Clevenger explained all of their
coaches are volunteers and that he is hoping the Commissioners would be willing to
sponsor them again for Junior Olympics. Commissioner Wood stated he believes it is a
good cause for the children. Commissioner Wood asked how they did last year at Junior
Olympics and Mr. Clevenger explained. Commissioner Moody thanked Mr. Clevenger
for what he does for the children in the track club. Mr. Clevenger introduced two
members who are with him today who also help coach. Commissioner Moody asked how
many children are in the club and Mr. Clevenger answered the last he checked it was over
135.

On motion (25-272) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
sponsor the Girard Warriors track club in the amount of $500.00.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Moody, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

NEW BUSINESS

Item One: County Clerk Lisa Lusker made the Commissioners aware of a monument at
the Pittsburg Airport. She stated Mr. Scott Harper from the Cherokee American Legion
called and mentioned that they are having a meeting tomorrow at the Pittsburg American
Legion on Joplin street at 12:30 PM and asked if one of the Commissioners would want
to attend. Commissioner Blair mentioned how this would be a good opportunity for
CTEC. Commissioner Moody asked Ms. Lusker to find out what it is exactly that they
are wanting and Ms. Lusker mentioned as of right now they just asked if one of the
Commissioners would like to attend the meeting. Commissioner Blair stated he thinks
someone needs to attend and Commissioner Wood mentioned he will do his best to
attend. Commissioner Blair asked Commissioner Wood to let Mr. Emerson know if he
cannot attend so that someone else can.

Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented the Kansas Housing Resource
Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Request for Reimbursement and Financial
Status Report in the amount of $6,285.00. He explained this is for the months of April,
May, and June of 2025. Mr. Emerson mentioned this is the final draw down for this grant
and that Safehouse is allowed to apply directly now through the State.

On motion (25-273) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant Recipient
Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of $6,285.00 and
authorize the Chairman to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.
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OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Mr. Emerson discussed Crawford County Mental Health’s previous request
for $50,000 from the Opioid Fund and stated he knew the Commissioners wanted to
know how much funding was in this account. Mr. Emerson provided the Commissioners
with a breakdown of the Opioid Funds and explained the funds. Commissioner Blair
asked if Mr. Emerson has received an update on Recovery Court and how it is going and
Mr. Emerson stated he has not received an update recently. Mr. Emerson explained how
the funds are distributed for the projects that have been approved. Commissioner Wood
asked if they receive these receipts in the bill packets every month and Mr. Emerson
confirmed. Commissioner Blair stated he believes the project that Mental Health is
requesting these funds for is a good program and a good use of the funding.

On motion (25-274) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve Crawford County Mental Health’s request of $50,000 from the Opioid Funds.
Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Mr. Emerson stated he received a message from Dr. Paoni, the County
Coroner, about Deputy Coroner Kenny Yoakum. Mr. Emerson explained Mr. Yoakum
has been Deputy Coroner for several years and his pay has been steady for 5 years at
$125 a call. He stated Dr. Paoni would like this pay raised to $175 per call.
Commissioner Blair stated he does not believe that is a large amount for the type of calls
he takes. Commissioner Wood asked about the people who answer the calls when Mr.
Yoakum is not available and if their pay will raise as well and Mr. Emerson stated this
raise would just be for Mr. Yoakum. Mr. Emerson stated he will ask for clarity on this.

On motion (25-275) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to
raise the pay for the Deputy Coroner Kenny Yoakum to $175.00 per call.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Moody, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

Item Three: Commissioner Blair asked if Mr. Emerson has received any communication
from Mr. Joshua Albin. Mr. Emerson stated he emailed him on Friday and that he
attempted to call him today.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: Commissioner Blair requested an executive session for 20 minutes to discuss
Non-Elected Personnel.
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On motion (25-276) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 20 minutes to discuss
county employees pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County
Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The
open meeting will resume at 10:49 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:29 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:47 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Item Two: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for 30 minutes to discuss
Non-Elected Personnel.

On motion (25-277) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 30 minutes to discuss
individual job descriptions pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County
Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The
open meeting will resume at 11:18 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:48 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:07 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Item Three: Commissioner Blair requested an executive session for 10 minutes to
discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-278) of Commissioner Blair and second of Commissioner Moody to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 10 minutes to
discuss ARPA audit which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship
pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the
County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson present. The open meeting
will resume at 11:18 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.
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The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:08 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:16 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: July 18, 2025- 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss budget.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adjourn the July 15, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at
11:17 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 07/15/2025 3:00 PM/amended BKW 7/17/25 11:00 AM
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