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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
 

2016, FIFTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                                                       Girard, KS Tuesday, July 12, 2016, 10:00 AM    
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-234) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the July 8, 2016 minutes of the Board of County Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:    

  

Motion 16 231 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the July 

5, 2016 minutes 

Motion 16 232 To approve the June 2016 Clerk’s Report as presented 

Motion 16 233 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Noxious Weed 

Director Ed Fields 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Kenny Blair, CFS Engineering presenting county bridge inspection 

report. Mr. Blair handed out the report and explained the details to the Commissioners. 

He went over the maps that were included in the report. Mr. Blair stated that a bridge 

greater than 20’ feet in length is required to be inspected and bridges less than 20’ are 

not. He explained the numbering system for the bridges and the federal requirements to 

be eligible for grant funding. He stated that some of the bridges need posting attention.  A 

discussion was held on weight limits on the bridges. Mr. Blair suggested that the county 

implement an inspection program for bridges less than 20’.  Mr. Blair recommends doing 

an inventory first and then sort the bridges by the condition. Mr. Wood suggested having 

Randy Chiartano start the project of inspecting the small bridges. 

  

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Ms. Janis Goedeke presenting a contract with the Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment for the Coordination of Early Detection Works Provider 

Services in Southeast Kansas. She explained what the Early Detection Works Grant pays 

for and some of the statistics involved. Ms. Goedeke stated that the grant pays for 2 full 

time employees plus mileage and other reimbursement costs and those employees are 

housed in Crawford County. 
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On motion (16-235) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Kansas Department of Health and Environment Contract for the 

Coordination of Early Detection Works Provider Services in Southeast Kansas and 

authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting an application for a 2016 Cereal Malt 

Beverage License for George C Brown Post 26 for “Girard American Legion Stand 

Fairgrounds” to allow them to sell cereal malt beverages for consumption on the premises 

for a special event (Crawford County Fair) during the dates beginning at 8:00 AM on 

August 3, 2016 and ending at 11:59 PM on August 6, 2016. Mr. Pyle stated that notices 
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have been sent to the Sheriff, Zoning Administrator, County Attorney and the Township 

Clerk and that they had been given 10 days to respond and that no responses had been 

received. The Commissioners discussed Special Event permits and the reasoning as to 

why the American Legion is required to be issued a license under a Special Event. 

 
 

On motion (16-236) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the applicant(s) listed below was 

discussed and considered by the Board, and there being no objection filed as provided by 

law and the Board knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board 

hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in broken case lots from 

the place of business as shown in the application as designated and described on the 

application as herein before set out, and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board 

of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County, Kansas. 

 

APPLICANT: George C Brown Post 26 “Girard American Legion Stand Fairgounds” 

PREMISES: 249 E 47 Hwy, Girard, KS 

DATE: Beginning at 8:00 AM on August 3, 2016 and ending at 11:59 PM on August 6, 

2016. 

 (For consumption on the premises)  

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two:  Mr. Don Pyle presenting a refund check on Work Comp premiums for 2014-

2015 from EMC Insurance due to their audit. There was a discussion on the premiums for 

Work Comp and the number of cases for the years 2014 and 2015. Mr. Pyle will work on 

compiling this information for the Commissioners. The Commissioners agreed to put this 

refund into the General Fund. 

                       

Item Three:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Kansas Housing Resource 

Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Recipient Request for Reimbursement 

and Financial Status Report in the amount of $3,773.16. Mr. Emerson stated that this is 

the last quarter for the 2015/2016 year and this will wrap up the grant. 
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On motion (16-237) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) 

Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of 

$3,773.16 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Four: Mr. Wood stated that he will be meeting with the General Manager from 

Kansas Crossing on the 19
th

 of July for an update on the progress of the casino. 

                                                                          

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS  

 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk, presenting the first draft of the Crawford County 

Budget for 2017 for the Commissioners review. The Commissioners thanked Mr. Pyle for 

working on this. 
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Item Two: Mr. Murphy addressed the creation of a land bank in the County. He stated 

that he presented the wrong form last week for the Chairman’s signature and has a new 

form which needs to be signed to request information on creating a land bank. The 

Commissioners discussed forming a land bank and Mr. Wood expressed some concerns.  

 
 

On motion (16-238) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Request to the Public Heath Law Center for Technical Assistance and 

authorize the Chairman to sign.   

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Three: Mr. Wood addressed paying for the new tractor and booms. The 

Commissioners discussed obtaining a lease purchase for both tractors, paying for both 

tractors outright or obtaining a lease purchase on one and paying for the other. Mr. 

Murphy stated he favors lease purchasing at least one so there is still cash if something 

else happens to need replaced or repaired. The Commissioners asked Mr. Emerson to 

check on a lease purchase for 1 tractor for both a 1 year period and a 2 year period. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  Mr. Moody requested an executive session for a period of not more than 20 

minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and County Appraiser 

Ryan Varsolona. 

 

On motion (16-239) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 
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than 20 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and 

County Appraiser Ryan Varsolona. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:12 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:32 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: July 15, 2016 – 8:00 AM & 8:30 AM Interviews for Emergency 

Management Director. 

 

Item Two: July 15, 2016 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Rick Pfeiffer on Youth Services 

2017 Budget Request and 9:30 AM Work Session with Randy Sandberg on EMS 2017 

Budget Request. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  July 13, 2016 – 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM Westar Luncheon at the Frontenac 

Senior Center, 113 N Crawford, Frontenac. All three Commissioners may be in 

attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the July 12, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:34 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

_______________________ 
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Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 7/12/16 11:34 AM 


