
Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 1 of 19 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2016, FIFTH MEETING 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                 Girard, KS Friday, January 22, 2016, 10:00 AM    
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Carl Wood & Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-029) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 15, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 16 15 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 12, 2015 minutes and Approval of the accounts payable 

warrant numbers 562412 to 562683 dated January 15, 2016 in the total 

amount of $741,968.13 

Motion 16 16 To approve the nomination of Commissioner Tom Moody to serve as 

Chairman of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a one-

year term commencing immediately 

Motion 16 17 To approve the nomination of Commissioner Carl Wood to serve as 

Vice Chairman of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a 

one-year term commencing immediately 
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Motion 16 18 To open the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th 

Street in Chapman Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford 

County, Kansas 

Motion 16 19 To close the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th 

Street in Chapman Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford 

County, Kansas 

Motion 16 20 To adopt Resolution #2016-005, a Resolution closing and vacating a 

portion of 7
th

 Street located adjacent to and North of Lot 1, Block 3 

and South of Lot 10, Block 2 in Chapman Coal Company’s Addition 

to Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas, according to the recorded 

plat thereof 

Motion 16 21 To adopt Resolution #2016-003, a Resolution accepting and granting 

the amendment of zoning from Agriculture to Rural Residential for the 

proposed development to be known as Marion Estates 

Motion 16 22 To adopt Resolution #2016-004, a Resolution accepting and granting 

the proposed development known as Marion Estates 

Motion 16 23 To accept the recommendations for 2016 rock purchases for Crawford 

County as recommended by Dennis Meier of Triad Environmental 

Services and presented by Liz Hart 

Motion 16 24 To name the First National Bank of Girard, Exchange State Bank of 

Girard and Girard National Bank as the official working banks for the 

business of the taxpayers of Crawford County for a period of one year 

commencing immediately 

Motion 16 25 To name the Pittsburg Morning Sun as the official newspaper 

publication of Crawford County for a period of one year commencing 

immediately 

Motion 16 26 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 16 27 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Special Projects Manager Tom Ragonese, 

Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 16 28 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 
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Item One:  Mr. Ryan Varsolona, County Appraiser and Mr. Jim Emerson, County 

Counselor regarding minimum bids for the properties in the Crawford County Tax Sale to 

be held on January 26, 2016.  Mr. Emerson distributed a list of the properties that will be 

presented in the tax sale that included the legal description of the property and the owners 

and the amount of back taxes and penalties.  Mr. Emerson also stated that the Cities of 

Pittsburg and Arma have initiated land bank programs and they have asked that the 

minimum bids for the properties in those cities be set at the amount of back taxes, 

penalties and assessments that are due on the properties and that if no one bids that 

amount the cities will use those properties for their community development programs.   

The Commissioners discussed the properties with Mr. Varsolona and Mr. Emerson and 

set the minimum bids. 
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On motion (16-030) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the minimum bids for the properties that will be included in the Crawford 

County Tax Sale on January 26, 2016. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Randy Sandberg and Dr. Tim Stebbins with the Crawford County EMS 

Dept. regarding the use of some of their funds to fund equipment purchases.  Mr. 

Sandberg stated that they operate a training facility for the area and that they want to use 

the funds that they generate from these training sessions to help pay for the purchases of 

new and updated equipment for the EMS Dept.  There was a discussion of how this 

program would work and that the EMS Dept. would have to investigate how to price 

these classes and some other issues that they will encounter.      

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle presenting a Tax Roll Correction correcting an error in the 

assessing of a 16/20M Truck owned by Chanc Shanholter to request a refund in the 

amount of $16.00 and to abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls. Mr. Pyle explained 

that the taxpayer traded in the 2003 truck on 10/22/14 which was purchased on 3/1/14 

therefore prorating the 2003 truck for 8 months. He also presented a Tax Roll Correction 

correcting an error in the assessing of a 16/20M Truck owned by Chanc Shanholter to 

request a refund in the amount of $54.70 and to abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls. 

Mr. Pyle explained that the taxpayer traded in the 2004 truck on 10/22/14 therefore 

prorating the 2003 truck for 10 months. 
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On motion (16-031) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Tax Roll Correction correcting an error in the assessing of a 16/20M 

Truck owned by Chanc Shanholter to request a refund in the amount of $16.00 and to 

abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls and to authorize the Chairman to sign and a Tax 

Roll Correction correcting an error in the assessing of a 16/20M Truck owned by Chanc 

Shanholter to request a refund in the amount of $54.70 and to abate this amount from the 

2014 tax rolls and authorize the Chairman to sign. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Don Pyle presenting the requests for 2016 Parks and Recreation Funding, 

the 2016 Elderly Funding, the 2016 Historical Funding and the 2016 Special Alcohol 

Funding. The Commissioners will look these over and review them next Friday. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Jim Emerson requesting a transfer of funds from General Fund to the 

Risk Management fund in the amount of $15,000. 

 

On motion (16-032) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the transfer of $15,000 from the General Fund to the Risk Management Fund. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Four: Mr. Jim Emerson requesting the cancellation of the Crawford County Credit 

card through Girard National Bank with a credit limit of $2,500 for Mr. Tom Ragonese 

who recently retired and to apply for a new one for Maintenance Supervisor Robert 

Gorentz with the same limits.  

 

On motion (16-033) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve cancellation of the Crawford County Credit card through Girard National 

Bank with a credit limit of $2,500 for Mr. Tom Ragonese and to apply for a new one for 

Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz with the same limits. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Five:  Commissioner Wood regarding some discussions with Greg Hite about some 

issues with equipment and when to do the work on this equipment.    

 

Item Six:  Commissioner Wood regarding information on the bridge on Centennial that 

will be rebuilt east of Pittsburg.  Mr. Wood stated that Cyclone Engineering, LLC had 

recommended that pilings be driven into the ground in connection with this bridge. The 

Commissioners agreed to keep moving forward with this. 

 

Item Seven:  Commissioner Wood regarding some discussions with Jim Harms from 

EMC Insurance. Mr. Wood stated that there will be Defensive Driving Courses on 

Monday the 25
th

 in the afternoon and on Tuesday the 26
th

 in the morning.  He also stated 

there will be a meeting on February 8, 2016 at 9:00 AM in reference to the Return to 
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Work policy with Don Pyle, Jim Emerson, Carl Wood and anyone else interested in 

attending. Mr. Wood stated he will contact Via Christi and see if they can have a 

representative that can attend this meeting. There was also a discussion on the policy for 

reporting work related injuries. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

Item One: Mr. Pyle in reference to registering to Local Government Day in Topeka. Mr. 

Pyle stated that he will not be in attendance at the Tuesday, January 26. 2016 meeting as 

he will be in Topeka at meetings. Mr. Murphy also stated he will not be attendance on 

that day.  

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy regarding a newsletter that includes some 

information on Road & Bridge activities in the county.  The Commissioners will look 

over the newsletter and discuss it at next Friday’s meeting. 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 17 of 19 

 
 

Item Three:  Commissioner Wood asked about the testing of the machines for the USD 

250 Special Question Election. Mr. Pyle stated that the testing will be done on Monday, 

January 25, 2016 at 1:00 PM and Mr. Pyle stated it was open to the public and a notice 

was printed in the paper. A discussion was held and Mr. Pyle explained what will take 

place after the testing on Monday and that he issued a press release to the new media. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Item One:  Commissioner Wood asked for an executive session to discuss personnel m 

that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (16-034) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving non-elected personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:55AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:10 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy asked for an executive session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (16-035) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:10 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:25 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One: January 29, 2016 – Mr. Brian Coomes, PEC, discussing high risk rural road 

funding. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Item One: January 25, 2016, 1:00 PM – Testing of Optical Scanning Equipment and 

Processing of Ballots for USD 250 Special Question Election. 

 

Item Two: January 26, 2016, 2:00 PM – Crawford County Tax Sale in the District 

Courtroom in the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 

 

Item Three: January 27, 2016, 4:00 PM – County Government Day at Capitol Plaza 

Hotel in Topeka, all three Commissioners may be in attendance. 
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Item Four: January 28, 2016, 12:00 PM – Deadline to receive ballots in the Office of 

the Crawford County Clerk for the USD 250 Special Question Election. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the January 22, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:28 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 01/22/2016 at 11:28 AM, Amended by DPP 01/22/2016/amended BKW 01/25/2016 1:17 PM 


