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Commissionersõ Journal 

 
2016, FIFTH MEETING  

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERSô BOARD ROOM 

                                                 Girard, KS Friday, January 22, 2016, 10:00 AM    
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Carl Wood & Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-029) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 15, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous weekôs vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS  

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissionersô signatures: 

 

Motion 16 15 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 12, 2015 minutes and Approval of the accounts payable 

warrant numbers 562412 to 562683 dated January 15, 2016 in the total 

amount of $741,968.13 

Motion 16 16 To approve the nomination of Commissioner Tom Moody to serve as 

Chairman of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a one-

year term commencing immediately 

Motion 16 17 To approve the nomination of Commissioner Carl Wood to serve as 

Vice Chairman of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a 

one-year term commencing immediately 
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Motion 16 18 To open the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th 

Street in Chapman Coal Companyôs Addition to Curranville, Crawford 

County, Kansas 

Motion 16 19 To close the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th 

Street in Chapman Coal Companyôs Addition to Curranville, Crawford 

County, Kansas 

Motion 16 20 To adopt Resolution #2016-005, a Resolution closing and vacating a 

portion of 7
th
 Street located adjacent to and North of Lot 1, Block 3 

and South of Lot 10, Block 2 in Chapman Coal Companyôs Addition 

to Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas, according to the recorded 

plat thereof 

Motion 16 21 To adopt Resolution #2016-003, a Resolution accepting and granting 

the amendment of zoning from Agriculture to Rural Residential for the 

proposed development to be known as Marion Estates 

Motion 16 22 To adopt Resolution #2016-004, a Resolution accepting and granting 

the proposed development known as Marion Estates 

Motion 16 23 To accept the recommendations for 2016 rock purchases for Crawford 

County as recommended by Dennis Meier of Triad Environmental 

Services and presented by Liz Hart 

Motion 16 24 To name the First National Bank of Girard, Exchange State Bank of 

Girard and Girard National Bank as the official working banks for the 

business of the taxpayers of Crawford County for a period of one year 

commencing immediately 

Motion 16 25 To name the Pittsburg Morning Sun as the official newspaper 

publication of Crawford County for a period of one year commencing 

immediately 

Motion 16 26 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz and 

County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 16 27 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, Special Projects Manager Tom Ragonese, 

Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 16 28 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS  

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH  

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES  

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS  
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Item One:  Mr. Ryan Varsolona, County Appraiser and Mr. Jim Emerson, County 

Counselor regarding minimum bids for the properties in the Crawford County Tax Sale to 

be held on January 26, 2016.  Mr. Emerson distributed a list of the properties that will be 

presented in the tax sale that included the legal description of the property and the owners 

and the amount of back taxes and penalties.  Mr. Emerson also stated that the Cities of 

Pittsburg and Arma have initiated land bank programs and they have asked that the 

minimum bids for the properties in those cities be set at the amount of back taxes, 

penalties and assessments that are due on the properties and that if no one bids that 

amount the cities will use those properties for their community development programs.   

The Commissioners discussed the properties with Mr. Varsolona and Mr. Emerson and 

set the minimum bids. 
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On motion (16-030) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the minimum bids for the properties that will be included in the Crawford 

County Tax Sale on January 26, 2016. 

Yeas: Commissioners Kmiec, Moody and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Randy Sandberg and Dr. Tim Stebbins with the Crawford County EMS 

Dept. regarding the use of some of their funds to fund equipment purchases.  Mr. 

Sandberg stated that they operate a training facility for the area and that they want to use 

the funds that they generate from these training sessions to help pay for the purchases of 

new and updated equipment for the EMS Dept.  There was a discussion of how this 

program would work and that the EMS Dept. would have to investigate how to price 

these classes and some other issues that they will encounter.      

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC  

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED  OFFICIALS  

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle presenting a Tax Roll Correction correcting an error in the 

assessing of a 16/20M Truck owned by Chanc Shanholter to request a refund in the 

amount of $16.00 and to abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls. Mr. Pyle explained 

that the taxpayer traded in the 2003 truck on 10/22/14 which was purchased on 3/1/14 

therefore prorating the 2003 truck for 8 months. He also presented a Tax Roll Correction 

correcting an error in the assessing of a 16/20M Truck owned by Chanc Shanholter to 

request a refund in the amount of $54.70 and to abate this amount from the 2014 tax rolls. 

Mr. Pyle explained that the taxpayer traded in the 2004 truck on 10/22/14 therefore 

prorating the 2003 truck for 10 months. 
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