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  Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, FOURTH MEETING 
 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                   Girard, KS Tuesday, January 17, 2017, 10:00 AM 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Jeff Murphy and Tom Moody were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-016) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 9, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 570621 to 571090 dated 

January 13, 2017 in the total amount of $251,344.67. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

Motion 17 009 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 6, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 010 To approve the nomination of Commissioner Carl Wood to serve as 

Chairman of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a one-

year term commencing immediately 

Motion 17 011 To approve the nomination of Commissioner Jeff Murphy to serve as 

Vice Chairman of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a 

one-year term commencing immediately 

Motion 17 012 To name the First National Bank of Girard, Exchange State Bank of 

Girard and Girard National Bank as the official working banks for the 

business of the taxpayers of Crawford County for a period of one year 

commencing immediately 
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Motion 17 013 To name the Pittsburg Morning Sun as the official newspaper 

publications of Crawford County for a period of one year commencing 

immediately 

Motion 17 014 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 17 015 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and Zoning Administrator Troy 

Graham 

 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Coordinator presenting rock bid 

recommendations. She explained the report from Mr. Dennis Meier, Triad Engineering 

with his recommendations.  
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On motion (17-017) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve and accept the recommendations on the rock bids from Dennis Meier, Triad 

Engineering for Rock Purchases for 2017. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One:  Opening of dump truck bids. Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk opened the bids on 

the dump trucks and presented them to Mr. Greg Hite. Mr. Hite read the bids to the 

Commissioners. Commissioner Murphy was answered that the prices given were the base 

prices of the trucks and do not include any options. Mr. Hite stated that the bids were all 

on 2018 models. The Commissioners would like Mr. Hite to review the bids and come 

back with his recommendations at a later date.  
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS                      

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Ray Ryan, Ryan Insurance, presenting 2017 insurance package. Mr. Ryan 

discussed the recent losses and claims due to storm damage.  Mr. Ryan reviewed the 

renewal proposal for 2017 for the county’s property, liability, equipment, auto, casualty 

and worker’s compensation coverage with the commissioners.  The commissioners had 

questions about some of the property locations that were being covered and Mr. Ryan 

stated that he would check on those locations and see if coverage needs to be adjusted.  

The business auto coverage was reviewed and it was discussed that only vehicles that are 

2007 or newer should have full coverage, but that special use vehicles could be 

exceptions to that rule.  There was a discussion of the equipment coverage and the 

linebacker coverage that includes professional coverage for the attorneys that work for 

the county.  The law enforcement and workers compensation coverage were also 

discussed.  It was noted that the workers compensation experience mod was increasing 

from .80 to .82 but that would not have a significant effect on premiums.  There was a 

good discussion of the workers compensation insurance coverage and the commissioners 

requested that a report of all the claims be given to them each month for their review.  

The Commissioners agreed that this was good insurance coverage for the county.  

 

            MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Sheldon DeLange, Girard City Councilman, addressed the 

Commissioners about Denco Aluminum.  He gave some information on the Denco plant 

and the business they do and the amount of employees they employ. Mr. DeLange 

explained the storm damage to Denco and stated that the City of Girard promised Denco 

in error that they could qualify for the 10 year tax rebate to encourage the rebuilding of 

the business. He stated that after research the City found out that the company did not 

qualify for the tax rebate as the property is not located in the City Limits of Girard. Mr. 

DeLange discussed the annexation of the Denco property. Mr. Chris Weiner, Girard City 

Administrator discussed the issue of the annexation of the Denco property and the tax 

rebate program and the problems being encountered.  Mr. Weiner also discussed the issue 

of the Appraiser’s Office reevaluating the property in the middle of a tax year. Mr. 

Emerson stated he did some research and stated that the County Appraiser does the 

valuations as of January 1 of each year and sends out notices in March and that is the 

only time the County Appraiser values the properties in the County. Mr. DeLange stated 

that the City wants to fulfill the promise they made to the owner of Denco but does not 

know what the solution is. Mr. Emerson will get in contact with the Girard City Attorney 

Dick Loffswold and discuss the issue with Mr. Weiner. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS Continued 
 

Item Two:  Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator presenting the 2016 Annual Zoning 

Report.  Mr. Graham explained the report to the Commissioners. Mr. Graham and the 

Commissioners discussed Wind Turbines.  
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Item Three: Mr. Graham addressed the Zika Virus Mitigation Grant for Spring of 2017. 

Mr. Graham handed out information from The Kansas Department of Health & 

Environment on the grant and went through the information with the Commissioners.  

The Commissioners discussed the grant and the location of the tire drop off.   
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On motion (17-018) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Contract between the Kansas Department of Health and Environment and 

Crawford County for Collection and Disposal of Waste Tires in the amount of $11,000 

and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   
 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk addressed the Commissioners about the 

distribution of Intellectual Disabilities Funds. Mr. Pyle presented the Commissioners with 

a proposed distribution listing and explained the listing to the Commissioners. He 

explained that the funds are distributed by a percentage based on the amount of cases 

each organization provides services to. Mr. Pyle stated that the funds are divided between  

CLASS Ltd, Mosaic, New Hope & SKIL.  

 
 

On motion (17-019) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Distribution of Intellectual Disabilities Funds for 2017 as presented. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Murphy presented a listing of Road & Bridge equipment with 

a summary of repairs by year for the last 4 years.  
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Item Three:  Commissioner Murphy presented a Crawford County District Road & 

Bridge Newsletter for 2017 and discussed this newsletter with the other Commissioners. 

Mr. Murphy would like to have this posted to the website and would also like to include a 

copy of the newsletter with the Road & Bridge Departments Employees’ monthly pay 

stub. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 
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Item One: Mr. Jim Emerson discussed an email he received from Dr. Triplett in 

reference to the SEK Recycling Center and the fork lift. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy addressed a situation where a property owner in Sewer District 

#2 has been paying for 2 sewer hookups. Ms. Liz Hart explained the situation and stated 

that this landowner has been paying for the 2 hookups since this sewer district was 

formed.  She explained why the landowner was being changed for both hookups. Ms. 

Hart stated that at the time of the formation of the district there was both a residence and 

a mobile home on the property but the mobile home was removed in 2010 and the 

landowner did not notify the Sewer District of this. Mr. Murphy stated that the landowner 

stated that she did not know she was paying for 2 hookups and wanted a refund on the 

overpaid amount for the 7 years. The Commissioners decided to give the landowner a 

credit towards her account for the overpayment. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson spoke about Economic Development. He handed out a copy of 

some information on the City of Pittsburg’s Schedule of Tax Exemption/Tax Exemption 

Incentive. He also presented a copy of the Labette County, Kansas Economic 

Development Tax Exemption Policy Statement. He gave some information on the Labette 

County Policy and went through a portion of the policy with the Commissioners. The 

Commissioners would like to have a work session on Friday, January 20, 2017 at 9:00 

AM with Mr. Emerson to discuss Economic Development. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that could be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-020) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that could be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:44 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:50 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than15 minutes to discuss items that could be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship. 
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On motion (17-021) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that could be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

  

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:52 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 1:07 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  January 20, 2017 – 9:00 AM work Session with County Counselor Jim 

Emerson to discuss Economic Development 

 

Item Two:  January 24, 2016 – Mr. Mike Davis, Miami County Chief Building 

Inspector and Mr. Troy Graham, Crawford County Zoning Administrator addressing 

Codes Court. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Item One:  January 19, 2017 – SEK, Inc 2017 Annual Meeting & Dinner at 4:00 PM at 

the Crestwood Country Club.  All three Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

Item Two: January 25, 2016 – Local Government Day in Topeka.  All three 

Commissioners may be in attendance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the January 17, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 1:13 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 1/17/17 1:13 PM/ amended BKW 1/19/17 11:30 AM 


