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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2016, FOURTH MEETING 

Reorganization 
 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                 Girard, KS Friday, January 15, 2016, 10:00 AM    

 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody & Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-015) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 12, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers, and 

3. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 562412 to 562683 dated 

January 15, 2016 in the total amount of $741,968.13. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 16 13 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 8, 2015 minutes 

Motion 16 14 To approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency 

Solution Grant (ESG) Recipient Request for Reimbursement and 

Financial Status Report in the amount of $6,519.00 and authorize the 
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Vice-Chairman to sign 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 

REORGANIZATION 

 

The time having arrived, pursuant to Kansas Statues Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, 

Section 19, to reorganize the Board of Crawford County Commissioners the Board took 

the following action to dispense of their statutory obligations: 

 

Item One:  Election of the Chairman 

 

On motion (16-016) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the nomination of Commissioner Tom Moody to serve as Chairman of the 

Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a one-year term commencing 

immediately. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The gavel was passed to Commissioner Moody.   

 

Commissioner Moody assumed the duties of the presiding officer. 

 

Item Two: Election of the Vice Chairman 

 

On motion (16-017) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the nomination of Commissioner Carl Wood to serve as Vice Chairman of the 

Board of Crawford County Commissioners for a one-year term commencing 

immediately. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One:  Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th Street in Chapman 

Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas. 

 

On motion (16-018) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to open the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th Street in Chapman 

Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Murphy 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

No one from the public wished to make any comments against the closing and vacating 

of these streets and alleys. 

 

On motion (16-019) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to close the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a portion of 7th Street in Chapman 

Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Mr. Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2016-005, a Resolution closing and vacating a 

portion of 7th Street in Chapman Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford 

County, Kansas.  There was a brief discussion of the property and that there is already a 

building on the portion that is the street right of way. 
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On motion (16-020) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution #2016-005, a Resolution closing and vacating a portion of 7
th

 Street 

located adjacent to and North of Lot 1, Block 3 and South of Lot 10, Block 2 in Chapman 

Coal Company’s Addition to Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas, according to the 

recorded plat thereof. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Item One:  Mr. Mike Plank, Zoning Administrator, presenting Resolution #2016-003, a 

Resolution accepting and granting the amendment of zoning from Agriculture to Rural 

Residential for the proposed development to be known as Marion Estates.  
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On motion (16-021) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution #2016-003, a Resolution accepting and granting the amendment of 

zoning from Agriculture to Rural Residential for the proposed development to be known 

as Marion Estates. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Mike Plank, Zoning Administrator, presenting Resolution #2016-004, A 

Resolution accepting and granting the proposed development known as Marion Estates. 

There was a discussion of the inclusion of language to restrict the clearing of trees due to 

the habitat of the long eared bat and that it was included because that was part of the 

original motion of approval by the Planning and Zoning Board but that it states that it is 

not part of the final resolution approved by the Board of Commissioners. 
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On motion (16-022) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt Resolution #2016-004, a Resolution accepting and granting the proposed 

development known as Marion Estates. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road and Bridge Coordinator presenting rock bid 

recommendations.  Ms. Hart reviewed the document sent to her by Dennis Meier of Triad 

Environmental Services that made recommendations for the best rock bids to use in each 

quadrant of the county based on average miles to drive to work sites and the cost of the 

rock.  The Commissioners stated that the process of obtaining bids for rocks have saved 

the county a lot of money over the last 15 years or so. 
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On motion (16-023) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

accept the recommendations for 2016 rock purchases for Crawford County as 

recommended by Dennis Meier of Triad Environmental Services and presented by Liz 

Hart.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: The time having arrived to name the official working banks for the business 

of the taxpayers of Crawford County, the following were recommended as the current 

working banks of the county: First National Bank of Girard, Exchange State Bank of 

Girard and Girard National Bank.  There was a discussion of the convenience of the 

banks in Girard for daily deposits and that several other banks in the county are used for 

investing county funds and for the obtaining of lease purchase financing for the county. 

 

On motion (16-024) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

name the First National Bank of Girard, Exchange State Bank of Girard and Girard 

National Bank as the official working banks for the business of the taxpayers of Crawford 

County for a period of one year commencing immediately. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: The time having arrived to name the official newspaper publication of 

Crawford County the following were recommended as the current official newspaper of 

the county: the Pittsburg Morning Sun.  It was discussed that this becomes the paper that 

must be used for the publications that are required by statute.  

 

On motion (16-025) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

name the Pittsburg Morning Sun as the official newspaper publication of Crawford 

County for a period of one year commencing immediately. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three:  Commissioner Wood regarding some information on a used belly dump 

truck that Greg Hite has looked at.  Mr. Wood also discussed that he is still researching 

the kind of tractor that will work best with a boom mower.  Mr. Wood also stated that 

Randy Chiartano is still looking at small compactors.  

 

Item Four:  Commissioner Murphy regarding a report that was put together by Liz Hart 

of the Road & Bridge Dept. that details the total amount spent for shop labor, parts and 

repairs at other facilities on all pieces of equipment owned by the department.  The 

Commissioners discussed the report and that it is important in evaluating equipment.  

Commissioner Murphy also stated that this would be a good time to get maintenance 

work done on the paver and the other Commissioners agreed. 

 

Item Five:  Commissioner Moody asked about the status of the applications for the 

Economic Development Steering Committee.  Mr. Murphy stated that he had gone to city 

meetings in Girard and Cherokee as well as the Girard and Pittsburg Area Chambers of 

Commerce.  It was discussed that several people have expressed interest and it was hoped 

that several applications will come back. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood asked Robert Gorentz of the County Maintenance Dept. 

to discuss the situation with the courthouse boiler and heating system.  Mr. Gorentz stated 

that the boiler has some major leaks and other problems.  Commissioner Moody felt that 

the company that installed the boiler should be held responsible for its failure.  There was 

a discussion of the condition of the boiler and that a new boiler must be installed soon.  

The Commissioners felt that someone should answer for this situation and that it might 

require some legal action.  There was a discussion of the open system that is in place in 

the courthouse and that this boiler was designed for a closed system.  There was a 

discussion of alternatives to the boiler system. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Item One:  Commissioner Wood asked for an executive session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (16-026) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Maintenance Supervisor Robert 

Gorentz and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:10 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:40 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 
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Item Two:  Commissioner Moody asked for an executive session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (16-027) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, Special Projects Manager Tom Ragonese, 

Maintenance Supervisor Robert Gorentz and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:45 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:15 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Murphy asked for an executive session to discuss personnel 

issues that involve non-elected personnel. 

 

On motion (16-028) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:15 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:30 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

January 18, 2015 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of Martin Luther King 

Jr. Day. 

 

January 19, 2015 – The Regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners is cancelled. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 13 of 13 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the January 15, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:31 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 01/15/2016 at 12:31 PM, Amended b y DPP 01/15/2016 at 4:05 PM/amended BKW 01/21/2016 11:22 AM 


