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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2016, THIRD MEETING 

 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                           Girard, KS Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 10:00 AM    

 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioner Jeff Murphy was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.  

 

Vice Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-013) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the January 8, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Wood 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

 

Motion 16 7 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 5, 2015 minutes 

Motion 16 8 To approve an amendment to the zoning from Agriculture to Rural 

Residential for the proposed development to be known as Marion 

Estates 

Motion 16 9 To accept the short plat for the proposed development to be known as 

Marion Estates with the stipulation that no clearing of trees occur 

between April 1 and October 31 of every year due to the mating and 

migration of the Northern Long Eared Bat be stricken and the 
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stipulation that the developer purchase a right of way bond in the 

amount of $5,000 to pay for the final placement of rock to complete 

the construction of the road in the development within the next twelve 

months be included 

Motion 16 10 To approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the 

assessing of personal property owned by Christopher Saunders and to 

request an abatement in the amount of $196.22 from the 2014 tax rolls 

and authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 16 11 To approve the transfer of $142,000 from the General Fund to the Risk 

Management Fund and to give the County Treasurer the authority to 

transfer additional funds if needed 

Motion 16 12 To approve the December 2015 Clerk’s Report as presented 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle regarding the privacy of ballots received by mail in 

his office for the USD 250 Special Question Mail Ballot Election.  Mr. Pyle stated that 

his office had received some phone calls from USD 250 voters and they were concerned 

that their ballots that are returned by mail will not remain confidential.  Mr. Pyle stated 

that the information that the voter must include on the back of the return envelope is the 

equivalent of the voter being checked in at a polling place and signing the poll book.  It 

was discussed that the information is also used to log that returned ballot into the voter 

registration system and to verify that it is from the correct voter and that the voter only 

checks in one ballot.  It was also discussed that the ballots remain in the sealed return 

envelopes until the numbers to count are confirmed and then the ballots and envelopes 

are immediately separated so that none of the election workers will know which ballot 

came with any envelope. After the envelopes are removed, the ballots will then be 

unfolded and flattened so that they will be accepted by the scanners.  Mr. Pyle stated that 

his office would issue a press release with this information included in hopes that the 

concerns of the voters would be alleviated.   

 

Item Two:   County Counselor Jim Emerson presenting Kansas Housing Resource 

Corporation Emergency Solution Grant (ESG) Recipient Request for Reimbursement and 

Financial Status Report in the amount of $6,519.00.  Mr. Emerson stated that this is a 

reimbursement for expenses for October, November and December of 2015 and that this 

grant has been used for probably 20 years to help fund the shelter.  
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On motion (16-014) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Kansas Housing Resource Corporation Emergency Solution Grant (ESG) 

Recipient Request for Reimbursement and Financial Status Report in the amount of 

$6,519.00 and authorize the Vice-Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Wood 

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Three:  Commissioner Murphy regarding an article in the Morning Sun about the 

workday at the Crawford County Museum recently.  Mr. Murphy stated that he was glad 

to see that the National Guard had helped with their workday and it was exciting to see 

that the museum is making progress on getting that facility opened up.  The 

Commissioners were thankful that the facility is reopening and that such a good group of 

individuals has stepped up to work on revitalizing this facility.  

 
 

Item Four:  Commissioner Moody regarding some problems with the heating system in 

the courthouse.  Mr. Moody asked County Counselor Jim Emerson to check on the 

warranty for that system since it was only installed in the courthouse a few years ago. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

Item One: Commissioner Murphy regarding the proposed work session with 

representatives from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas and the Gallagher Group for 

Friday morning to discuss health insurance claims for the past year.  Commissioner 

Murphy was answered that Mr. Pyle was not sure yet if representatives from the 

Gallagher Group would be able to attend.  The Commissioners asked Mr. Pyle to let them 
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know if all of the people invited to this work session would be able to attend or if they 

would need to reschedule it.   

 

Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy regarding the proposed revisions to the Personnel 

Policy.  County Counselor Jim Emerson felt that he would have the revisions completed 

by the next week.  The Commissioners decided to review this on Friday and decide if 

they would schedule a work session for the next week. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One:  January 15, 2016 – 9:00 AM Work Session to review health insurance 

claims with Representatives of Blue Cross Blue Shield and the Gallagher Group. 

 

Item Two:  January 15, 2016 – Crawford County Board of Commissioners 

Reorganization Meeting. 

 

Item Three:  January 15, 2016 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on vacating platted streets 

& alleys in Curranville, Crawford County, Kansas. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the January 12, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 10:23 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Wood 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

__________________________ 

Don Pyle 
Crawford County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by DPP 01/12/16 at 10:23 AM, Amended by DPP 01/12/16 at 12:58 PM 


