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  Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2019, EIGHTH MEETING 
 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                                               Girard, KS Friday, February 8, 2019 10:00 AM 
 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Bruce Blair and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (19-049) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the February 5, 2019 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 19 36 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

January 29, 2019 minutes 

Motion 19 37 To approve the Engineering Proposal from Cook, Flatt and Strobel, 

Engineers, PA, for the inspection of 2 Off-System Bridges for a total 

amount of $800 

Motion 19 38 To approve the January 2019 Clerk’s Report as presented 

Motion 19 39 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be 
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deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 19 40 To appoint Mr. Clint McColm as the Treasurer for the Osage 

Township Board 

Motion 19 41 To appoint Mr. Justin Shaffer as the Clerk for the Osage Township 

Board 

Motion 19 42 To appoint Ms. Cherie Schenker as the Trustee for the Osage 

Township Board 

Motion 19 43 To approve the distribution of funds from the Intellectual Disabilities 

Fund as presented by the Crawford County Clerk 

Motion 19 44 To approve the distribution of the 2019 Special Alcohol Funds with 

$6,000 awarded to Crisis Resource Center and $13,000 to Mental 

Health Center of Crawford County 

Motion 19 45 To approve the distribution of Parks and Recreation Funds for 2019 as 

presented 

Motion 19 46 To approve the distribution of the 2019 Elderly Funds keeping the 

same amounts as 2018 and adding $500 to Frontenac Meals on Wheels 

and $300 to Pawprints on the Heartland 

Motion 19 47 To approve the distribution of the 2019 Historical Funds keeping the 

same amounts as 2018 except to increase the Arma Library Historical 

Section amount to $250 

Motion 19 48 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel 

and to include the Board of Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC: 

 

Item One: Mr. Mike Williams, Senior Energy Executive, Pro Energy Solutions 

addressed the Commissioners. He stated that Pro Energy Solutions is a natural gas 

provider that will bill the county separately for the use of gas. He presented information 

on his company to the Commissioners and went through the documentation with the 

Commissioners. Mr. Williams explained the cost comparisons with Kansas Gas Service 

Company and Pro Energy Solutions. He stated if they purchase natural gas from Pro 

Energy Solutions a bill will still be received from Kansas Gas Service for meter reading 

and transportation charges. He informed the Commissioners of local businesses and 

public entities that his company contracts with. Commissioner Johnson was answered 

that purchasing natural gas from his company is allowed by state statute. Mr. Williams 

stated that his company offers a 12 month contact with auto renew and 60 day opt out and 

that this contract can be modified. Chairman Moody requested that County Clerk Don 

Pyle obtain a list of the contracts currently held in our area with Pro Energy Solutions and 

speak with a few of the businesses and public entities and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson review the contract that Mr. Williams provided him.  
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Ed Fields, Noxious Weed Director addressed the Commissioners. Mr. 

Fields introduced himself to the new Commissioners and stated that he is the Crawford 

County Noxious Weed Director and that he is also the Treasurer of the Southeast Kansas 

Weed Directors and President of the SEK Weed Managers. Mr. Fields discussed the 

noxious weed law. He stated that in Kansas it is required to maintain or prevent 14 

different varieties of noxious weeds but only 5 types of these weeds are in Crawford 
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County. He explained the duties of his department and discussed the equipment rental 

program and the sale of chemicals to save the taxpayers money. Mr. Fields stated that he 

works with all the incorporated cities and the unincorporated areas in Crawford County to 

maintain control of the noxious weeds. Mr. Moody stated that Mr. Fields has made his 

department into one of the top Noxious Weed departments in the State of Kansas.  
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On motion (19-050) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

approve the 2019 Crawford County Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Report. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Johnson and Blair  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Fields presented the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report 

for 2018 and went through the report with the Commissioners.  
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On motion (19-051) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

approve the Crawford County Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report for 

2018. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Johnson and Blair  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Fields presented the CWDAK Noxious Weeds Public Service Message 

that was created by Mr. Fields with the assistance of Zoning Administrator Troy Graham.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One: Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields requested an executive session for 15 

minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (19-052) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields 

and to reconvene by 10:52 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Johnson and Blair  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:37 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 10:49 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS continued 

 

Item Four:  Mr. Jason VanBecelaere, Emergency Management Director regarding an 

Emergency Declaration.  Mr. VanBecelaere stated that the City of Girard contacted him 

and stated that an electrical substation was damaged in the recent ice storm and the repair 

cost could be approximately $200,000. Mr. VanBecelaere explained that by declaring a 

State of Local Disaster for Crawford County federal funding may be available if needed. 

Mr. VanBecelaere presented Resolution #2019-006, A Resolution and Proclamation of a 

State of Local Disaster Emergency for Crawford County, Kansas. 
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On motion (19-053) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to adopt Resolution #2019-006, A Resolution and Proclamation of a State of Local 

Disaster Emergency for Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five: Mr. VanBecelaere stated that his Emergency Operations plan was due in 

January and received an email stating that it was approved by the state. He presented the 

Commissioners with a copy of the email he received. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item Two: Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere requested an 

executive session for 10 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the 

Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (19-054) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere and to reconvene by 

11:06 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Johnson and Blair  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:56 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:03 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS continued 

 

Item Six: Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator discussed the nuisance issue in 

Chicopee. He explained that Mr. Troy Bastion is trying to serve the landowner with an 

order to return to court. Mr. Graham also discussed the property on the 69 bypass around 

Franklin and stated the landowner has appeared in codes court and will return to court 

next week to face the judge.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One: Opening of culvert Bids. County Clerk Don Pyle stated that there were 6 bids 

received. He opened the bids and read the bids aloud to the Commissioners.  The 

following bids were received: 

 

Bo’s 1 Stop, Pittsburg KS with a total bid of $78,112.00. 

 

Welborn Sales Inc, Salina, KS with a total bid of $80,050.00. 

 

J & J Drainage Products Co, Hutchison, KS with a total bid of $94,908.00 
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Metal Culverts Inc, Jefferson City MO    No bid 

 

Cleaver Farm & Home, Chanute, KS with a total bid of $78,252.00 

 

Conmat, Inc., Spring Hill, KS with a total bid of $77,236.00. 
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Commissioner Johnson asked about local preference in bidding. Mr. Moody stated that 

there is nothing set in stone but normally if the bid is close the Commission goes with the 

local bid. Mr. Emerson stated that a policy on local bids would be a good idea. The 

Commission requested that Mr. Emerson and Ms. Alyssa Edwards, Road & Bridge 

Coordinator review the bids and come back with a recommendation. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle addressed a document he received from County 

Sanitarian Mr. Bill Towery on a new lagoon at the Humane Society. Mr. Moody would 

like Mr. Towery to attend a meeting to speak with the Commissioners. 
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Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that he was contacted by a representative from Westar 

requesting the Commissioners sign a Construction Damage Settlement on a pole installed 

at the Homer Cole Center stating there is no damage since Crawford County is the owner 

of that building. Mr. Emerson will look over the release and have Maintenance 

Supervisor Robert Gorentz inspect the property and speak with the manager of the 

building. Mr. Moody discussed a pole on the southeast corner of the Homer Cole Center 

that has created a blind spot at that intersection.  

 

Item Three:  Mr. Pyle stated that Live Well Crawford County Director Brad Stroud 

contacted him to remind the Commissioners of the ABC Regional Active Transportation 

Plan Unveiling at Bourbon County Court House on February 12, 2019 at 1:00 PM in 

which they would like the Commissioners from Bourbon, Crawford and Allen Counties 

to attend and sign documentation.  Mr. Pyle will forward the email to the Commissioners.  
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Item Four: Mr. Pyle stated that he contacted Mr. Jay Byers about a work session with a 

tentative date of February 22, 2019 but would check schedules before finalizing a date. 

The Commissioners stated that an hour work session beginning at either 8:30 or 9:00 

AM. 
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Item Five: Mr. Pyle addressed SEK Inc having a monthly meeting at Kendall Packaging 

on Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 11:30 with a presentation and luncheon at a cost of $15 

per person. He will forward the email to the Commission.  

 

Item Six: Mr. Moody discussed a meeting with City of Frontenac in reference to the 

County Surveyor. Mr. Moody explained that the County Surveyor is a shared employee 

with the City of Frontenac and Crawford County. He stated that the meeting will be held 

on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 and he and Mr. Emerson will attend. Mr. Moody will 

report on the meeting to the other Commissioners. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Pyle stated that the new Osage Township Board will hold a township 

meeting on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 and Mr. Pyle stated he will attend to swear in the 

new officers.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session for 15 minutes 

to discuss non-elected personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (19-055) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 11:43 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Johnson and Blair  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:28 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:43 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: February 18, 2019 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

President’s Day. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the February 8, 2019 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:45 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 2/8/19 11:45 AM/ amended BKW 2/11/19 3:30 PM 

 


