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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, FIFTEENTH MEETING 
 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                         Girard, KS Friday, February 28, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioner Jeremy Johnson was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

                               

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

On motion (20-096) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the February 25, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 91 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 60 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and candidates for 

the position of Zoning Administrator and to reconvene by 10:00 AM 

Motion 20 92 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

February 21, 2020 minutes 

Motion 20 93 To approve the Agreement and Authorization for Construction work 

from Heartland Rural Electric Cooperative for Crawford County 911 

Services for the relocation of an electric line in the amount of 

$4,610.26 on a communications tower 

Motion 20 94 To approve the Work Estimate from Tyler Costantini for removing 

antennas from water towers at Bone Creek, Brazilton and Walnut in 

the amount of $2,000.00 
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Motion 20 95 To approve the distribution of the 2020 Elderly Funds as discussed by 

the Commissioners 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One:  Opening of Culvert Bids. County Clerk Don Pyle stated that there were 4 

bids received and Mr. Pyle opened the following bids: 

 

 Cleaver Farm & Home in Chanute Kansas                 $66,735.00 

 Welborn Sales Inc in Salina Kansas                            $70,445.00 

 J & J Drainage Products Co in Hutchinson Kansas    $72, 619.00 

            Bo’s One Stop in Pittsburg Kansas                              $66,704.00 
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Commissioner Blair stated that he would like County Counselor Jim Emerson to review 

the bids and make a recommendation to the board.  

 

On motion (20-097) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

approve giving the Culvert Bids to County Counselor Jim Emerson to review and return 

with a recommendation. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle discussed Grant Township. He stated that the 

Township Treasurer was Charlie Snow and the Township Trustee was Jim O’Toole and 

both of these gentlemen passed away in February. Mr. Pyle explained that the remaining 

officer, Township Clerk Jeff Elder, has given him a written recommendation to present to 

the Commissioners for replacement officers. Mr. Pyle stated that Mr. Elder recommends 

that Mr. Mark Rose be appointed as Township Treasurer and Mr. Tim Mikrut be 

appointed as Township Trustee. Mr. Pyle explained that both of these individuals are 

residents of Grant Township.  
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On motion (20-098) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

approve the appointment of Mr. Mark Rose as Grant Township Treasurer and Mr. Tim 

Mikrut as Grant Township Trustee as recommended by Grant Township Clerk Mr. Jeff 

Elder. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle presented a quote from Craw-Kan Telephone for a new phone 

system for the Courthouse. He explained that Craw-Kan gave a demonstration on 

Tuesday afternoon and most offices in the courthouse had representation at the 

demonstration. Mr. Pyle discussed the quote and explained some of the features. Mr. 

Johnson also discussed the different equipment that was quoted. Mr. Blair stated that with 

this system the courthouse will be connected with the District Court Office in Pittsburg, 

the Sheriff’s office and the GIS Office and would eliminate long distance calls to the 

offices in Pittsburg that are on the same system. There was a discussion on the savings 

with the new system.  Mr. Pyle stated that the new system will not support our fax lines 

as they are analog lines but even with keeping those fax lines the new system will still be 

more cost efficient. The Commissioners decided to readdress this issue on Tuesday. 
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Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented a Notice of Intent to Vacate a 

Platted Street and Alley in P.C. Guinn’s First Subdivision with a Public Hearing set for 

March 27, 2020 at 10:00 AM. Mr. Emerson showed a map of the area and explained 

where the requested street and alley to be vacated are located.  Mr. Emerson explained 

the classification of an unopened road.  
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On motion (20-099) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Blair to 

approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate a Platted Street and Alley in 

P.C. Guinn’s First Subdivision with a Public Hearing set for March 27, 2020 at 10:00 

AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 
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The motion prevailed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle stated that he and Commissioner Johnson attended a KAC legislative 

reception at the Rotunda at the State Capitol yesterday. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Emerson discussed the High-Risk Rural Road Safety Program and stated 

that today is the last day to submit projects for fiscal year 2022. He said that Road and 

Bridge Coordinator, Alyssa Edwards submitted 3 different projects with the assistance of 

the Road Foremen and Mr. Randy Chiartano and he explained each of the projects 

submitted.  He said that this can be discussed again on Tuesday but wanted the 

Commissioners to be aware of the deadline date and that the projects had been submitted.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Johnson discussed the Zoning Administrator position and it was 

decided to discuss this on Tuesday when Commissioner Moody is present. 

            

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 15 minutes 

to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-100) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 10:48 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:33 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 10:46 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the February 28, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 10:50 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 2/28/2020 10:50 AM/amended BKW 3/2/2020 2:30 PM 


