Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners’ Journal
2015, FIFTEENTH MEETING 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM

                                    

                                                         Girard, KS Friday, February 27, 2015, 10:00 AM
The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes 
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  
Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.
County Clerk Don Pyle was seated with the Board. 
Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance. 
UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (15-055) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy that the consent agenda be approved including: 
1. Approval of the February 24, 2015 minutes of the Board of Commissioners, and
2. Authorizing the chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:

Present but not voting: 


Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 
SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:
	Motion 15
	51
	That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the February 20, 2015 minutes 

	Motion 15
	52
	To approve the Publication of the Notice of Intent To Vacate a Portion of the Road Located in the 1200 West Block of 660th Avenue

	Motion 15
	53
	To approve the Publication of the Notice of Intent To Vacate Platted Streets and Alleys in Jewell Center

	Motion 15
	54
	To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Clerk Don Pyle, Fiscal Office Director Larissa Bowman and County Counselor Jim Emerson


UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
Item One:  Mr. Dale Coomes from Girard Area Community Foundation and Ms. Cathy White from Community Foundation of SEK addressing “Keep 5 in Kansas”.  Ms. Cathy White, Executive Director of the Community Foundation of Southeast Kansas, introduced the program that they are promoting which is called Keep 5 in Kansas.  Ms. White stated that this program is designed to encourage local residents to plan to keep 5% of their estates in Kansas by donations to Community Foundations.  Ms. White stated that it is estimated that nearly $79 billion of wealth will flow out of Kansas by 2020 due to a transfer of wealth as estates change hands from one generation to the next.  Ms. White stated that by donating 5% of their estates to a local community foundation, these people can help to assure that the programs and organizations that are important to them will continue to receive donations from them even after their death.  
Ms. White explained that the Community Foundation of SEK is based in Crawford, Cherokee, Labette and Bourbon counties and that they currently they have assets that total nearly $15 million.  She also stated that they are an affiliate of the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation which gives them access to legal, accounting and investment advice at a much lower cost.  Ms. White stated that the IRS rules in regards to community foundations are very stringent and that they must make sure that they follow the tax laws precisely.  Ms. White also discussed how individuals can make contributions to their local community foundations and that they can be very specific about the use of those funds or they can just specify that the funds be used for worthy local projects.  
Mr. Dale Coomes, President of the Board for the Girard Area Community Foundation, regarding their organization and their affiliation with the Community Foundation of Southeast Kansas.  Mr. Coomes stated that their organization is very involved with the Keep 5 in Kansas and that they feel that this initiative can help to keep some wealth from leaving the state and redirect those funds into community foundations.  Mr. Coomes stated that even though they are only 5 years old, they awarded nearly $11,000 in grants last year and they have nearly $600,000 in their endowment.  Mr. Coomes explained that they do not use the principal of their endowment and that they usually have 5% of the endowment amount available to be awarded.  The Commissioners thanked Ms. White and Mr. Coomes for explaining this program to them and Ms. White and Mr. Coomes thanked the Commissioners for their time.
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MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
PROCLAMATIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
NEW BUSINESS:
Item One:   County Clerk Don Pyle regarding an email for Public Input Meetings for Setting Regional Water Supply Goals.  Mr. Pyle wanted to make sure that the Commissioners had the schedule of meetings.
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Item Two:  Commissioner Murphy regarding a meeting with representatives from the museums in Crawford County that he attended on February 26.  Mr. Murphy stated that he met with Mr. B.J. Harris and representatives from all three museums.  Mr. Murphy felt that the meeting was productive and that they had discussed the missions for all of the museums and that they were going to meet again to discuss how best to address the issues facing these museums.  
Item Three:  Commissioner Wood regarding the bid package that is being worked on with the City of Pittsburg for asphalt purchases in 2015.  Mr. Wood stated that County Counselor Jim Emerson had let him know that they were moving forward with mailing out bid packets to local asphalt producers. 
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  EXECUTIVE SESSION
Under the heading future business and announcements
FUTURE BUSINESS:
Item One: Friday, February 27, 2015, At the End of the Regular Session – Work Session with Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Office Manager on Bridge Work for 2015.
Item Two:  Tuesday, March 3, 2015, 9:00 AM – Work Session with Joey Adams, Crawford County EMS Director.
Item Three: Tuesday, March 3, 2015 – Dan Peak, Crawford County Sherriff addressing AAA Traffic Safety Award.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment
On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy to adjourn the February 27, 2015 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 10:47 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood

Nays: 

Present but not voting: 

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed.
In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners:
__________________________
Don Pyle
County Clerk
<>
This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken by DPP 2/27/15 at 10:47 AM, Amended by DPP on 2/27/15 at 1:12 PM
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