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Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2018, THIRTEENTH MEETING 

 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 
 

 

                                                                                                 Girard, KS Friday, February 23, 2018, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Jeff Murphy served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle was seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Murphy led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (18-061) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the February 16, 2018 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures: 

   

Motion 18 54 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

February 9, 2018 minutes of the Board of County Commissioners and 

Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 579970 to 580285 

dated February 15, 2018 in the total amount of $313,935.94 
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Motion 18 55 To approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the 

assessing of Real Estate owned by Vincent C & Kelley L Saia and to 

request a refund in the amount of $38.38 from the 2014 tax rolls, a 

refund in the amount of $40.04 from the 2015 tax rolls and a refund in 

the amount of 37.68 from the 2016 tax rolls and authorize the 

Chairman to sign 

Motion 18 56 To approve the Agreement for Services between the Board of County 

Commissioners of Crawford County, Kansas and CLASS LTD 

Motion 18 57 To approve the Lease and Option to Purchase between First National 

Bank of Girard and Crawford County Fire District #4 for a 2012 Ford 

F350 4X4 Truck in the amount of $11,000 for 24 months at 2.240% 

interest and authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 18 58 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Clerk Don 

Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 18 59 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County 

Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 18 60 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND RECEIPT OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle opened the bids on Cyber Insurance coverage. He 

stated that there were 3 bids received: Wood Dulohery Insurance, Inc., Next Generation 

Insurance Family and Ryan Insurance Agency LLC 

 

The Commissioners decided to give the bids to IT Director Mr. Jim Vinze and County 

Counselor Mr. Jim Emerson for their review and have them return at a later date with a 

recommendation.  

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES                 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS  

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: PHS Speech & Debate Team addressed the Commission requesting a 

donation for National Competition. Ms. Julie Laflen, PHS Debate and Forensics Coach 

introduced students senior Cooper Johnson and junior Leyton Marler. Ms. Laflen stated 

that this is her 9th year at Pittsburg High School and gave some history of the Speech and 

Debate team. She said that the National Competition is in Fort Lauderdale, Florida this 

year and the expenses are great. She explained that Mr. Marler and Mr. Cooper are the 

only students that have qualified for nationals so far but there are more competitions in 
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the future and she expects to qualify more students. Mr. Marler addressed the 

Commissioners and stated how much time he has put into preparations for this and how 

much he enjoys the competitions. He also explained what took place at nationals last year 

and how much it means to him to be able to go to nationals this year.  Mr. Johnson 

addressed the Commission and stated that last year the national competition was in 

Birmingham, Alabama and stated how much he enjoyed the experience in going to 

Birmingham. He explained how the experience has influenced him. Ms. Laflen stated that 

she anticipates approximately 7 students will attend the National Competition this year. 

The Commissioners agreed to donate $500 from the Parks and Recreation Fund to the 

PHS Speech and Debate Team to help with the costs to attend their National Competition 

in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

 

On motion (18-062) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve a donation of $500 from the Special Parks and Recreation Fund to the PHS 

Speech and Debate Team to help with expenses to attend their National Competition in 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Ms. Mary Kay Caldwell, SEK Humane Society, addressed the Commission 

regarding drainage issues at the Society. Ms. Caldwell spoke about the drainage issues. 

Mr. Ron Albertini, County Surveyor stated that he has looked into this issue. He stated 

that the building should have been built 2 feet higher and that installing a trench drain is 

about the only option to improve the drainage problem and prevent water going into the 

building. Mr. Albertini explained how the trench would work. Ms. Caldwell showed 

pictures of the driveway. Mr. Albertini stated that the cost to install the trench drain 

would be approximately $6,500 to $7,500 dollars and explained that this is the only 

solution. He also stated that this is the total cost including labor and materials. The 

Commissioners discussed having County employees help with the installation and Mr. 

Murphy stated he can help figure the costs and maybe get donations for some of the 

materials. The Commissioners discussed Mike Peak making the trench box.  

 

Ms. Caldwell and the Commissioners also discussed lagoon issues at the Humane 

Society.  Mr. Moody felt that they should focus on the drainage issue first and then they 

could work on lagoon issues later. Mr. Albertini will get some additional information on 

costs and dimensions and get with Commissioner Murphy. The Commissioners agreed. 

Mr. Paul Keys addressed the Commissioner in reference to the drainage and lagoon 

problems at the society and stated that he would work with County Sanitarian Bill 

Towery on a plan to upgrade the lagoons. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Ed Fields, Noxious Weed Director presenting the Annual Noxious Weed 

Eradication Progress Report for 2017. Mr. Fields went through the report with the 

Commissioners. 
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On motion (18-063) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report for 2017. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Fields presented the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report 

for 2018 and went through the report with the Commissioners. 
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On motion (18-064) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to approve the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report for 2018. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 

 

Mr. Fields addressed a bench that is to be installed on the courthouse lawn for a resting 

station for the walking trail around the square.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Jim Vinze, IT Director discussing video recording of the Commission 

meetings. Mr. Vinze handed out information from AVMAN on an audio/video system for 

the Commission room and explained the stand-alone system. He stated that with this 

system one camera will be on Commissioners and one camera on the podium. He stated 

that there will be microphones for the Commissioners, a microphone at the podium and a 

microphone for the audience. Mr. Wood stated he would like it televised live through the 

web page. The Commissioners and Mr. Vinze discussed the additional requirements and 

expenses for a live system and decided not to live stream but to post the video to the web 

site after the meeting is recorded. Mr. Vinze stated it could be posted within an hour. Mr. 

Murphy was answered that better mics will be purchased. Mr. Vinze stated that the IT 

department will do the wiring and the AVMAN company will do the actual installation. 

Mr. Wood asked about live streams in the future and it can be added to this equipment.  
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There was a discussion on which fund to pay for the server upgrades that the IT Dept. is 

making. Mr. Vinze will check with the Register of Deed’s office and see what funds are 

available in that tech fund and then come back to the Commissioners. 

 

The Commissioners held a short discussion with Mr. Vinze on the Cyber insurance bids. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presented a Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error 

in the assessing of a Personal Property owned by Mid-America Roofing Construction and 

Supply Co. and to request a refund in the amount of $94.58 from the 2015 tax rolls and a 

refund in the amount of $87.46 from the 2016 tax rolls. Mr. Pyle explained that the 1987 

Freightliner truck was tagged as a commercial vehicle in 2015 and was also taxed on the 

personal property tax rolls at the same time. 
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On motion (18-065) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Tax Roll Correction, correcting an error in the assessing of Personal 

Property owned by Mid-America Roofing Construction and Supply Co. and to request a 

refund in the amount of $94.58 from the 2015 tax rolls and a refund in the amount of 

$87.46 from the 2016 tax rolls and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     
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Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated that he received an email from IMA and they would like to 

attend the Commission Meeting on March 30, 2018 to go over their annual plan analysis 

at 10:30 AM. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Wood discussed a work session with Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

Representatives.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood stated he would like to schedule a work session Tuesday, March 

27, 2018 at 9:30 AM to address EMS Services. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle discussed Sexual Harassment Training for county employees. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Wood addressed culvert bids and wanted to get those sent out to bidders.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session for 30 minutes to 

discuss non-elected personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-066) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and Noxious Weed Director Ed Fields. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:40 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:50 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session for 30 minutes to 

discuss non-elected personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-067) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 24 of 25 

The motion prevailed.   

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:51 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:10 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session for 30 minutes to 

discuss non-elected personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-068) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:11 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:24 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

         

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: February 27, 2018 – 8:30 AM Work Session to sign February 2018 bills and 

payroll vouchers. 

 

Item Two: February 27, 2018 – 9:30 AM Work Session with Jim Emerson regarding 

Ambulance Service operations. 

 

Item Three: March 2, 2018 – Mr. Wayne Gudmonson KDOT District 4 Engineer and 

Ms. Kristy Kelly, KDOT Community Affairs Manager discussing the Federal Fund 

Exchange Program. 

 

Item Four: March 2, 2018 – Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator presenting a 

Motion of Recommendation. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the February 23, 2018 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:25 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 
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Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
BKW 2/23/18 12:25 PM/amended BKW 2/26/18 3:30 PM 


