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  Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, TWELFTH MEETING 
 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                   Girard, KS Friday, February 17, 2017, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioner Tom Moody was in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (17-062) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the February 10, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 571604 to 571841 dated 

February 15, 2017 in the total amount of $252,187.67, and 

3. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 52 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

February 7, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 53 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson 

and County Attorney Michael Gayoso 
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Motion 17 54 To adopt Resolution #2017-002, a resolution to amend, change or 

modify the existing use on property and to request a conditional land 

use to allow for new development which would be used as a welding 

and fabrication facility known as “Robarts Welding” 

Motion 17 55 To approve the Contract for Preliminary Engineering Design Services 

by Consultant between Crawford County, Kansas, Professional 

Engineering Consultants, PA and the Secretary of Transportation of 

the State of Kansas 

Motion 17 56 To approve the plaque for the bridge on Centennial and to add Liz 

Hart as Coordinator and the road foremen if there is room and 

authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 17 57 To adopt Resolution #2017-003, a resolution Exempting Crawford 

County, Kansas From Using Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles (GAAP) in the Preparation of its Financial Statements and 

Reports 

Motion 17 58 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and County Noxious Weed Director 

Ed Fields 

Motion 17 59 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and County Emergency Management 

Director Jason VanBecelaere 

Motion 17 60 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson, County Appraiser John Macary and 

Assistant County Appraiser Zach Edwards 

Motion 17 61 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson, County Appraiser John Macary, 

Assistant County Appraiser Zach Edwards and Appraiser Office 

Manager Jan Meredith 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

            MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES  

 MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road & Bridge Coordinator, presenting Culvert bid 

recommendations. Ms. Hart reviewed the bids with the Commissioners and gave her 

recommendations. Ms. Hart handed out a spreadsheet showing that Cleavers Farm & 

Home had the low bid for ADS Plastic Culverts in the amount of $64,541.00 and 

Welborn Sales had the low bid for Aluminized Culverts in the amount of $34,329.50. 
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On motion (17-063) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the bid for ADS Plastic Culverts from Cleavers Farm & Home and the bid for 

Aluminized Culverts from Welborn Sales as recommended by Ms. Liz Hart, Road & 

Bridge Coordinator. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

           MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle informed the Commissioners that he attended the Fence Viewing 

Meeting at the Girard High School Cafeteria last night. He stated that the speaker, Roger 

McEowen, Kansas Farm Bureau Professor of Agricultural Law Taxation, was very 

informative and answered many questions from the audience. Mr. Pyle said that Troy 

Graham, County Zoning Administrator and Ed Fields, County Noxious Weed Director 

were both in attendance at the meeting.  A discussion was held on fence viewing in the 

County. Mr. Pyle informed the Commissioners about other topics that were discussed 

during the meeting. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Pyle addressed the Risk Management Fund. Mr. Pyle discussed funds 

that had more cash carryover that projected in the 2017 budget. There was a discussion 

on transferring the excess cash carryover from the funds into the Risk Management Fund. 

The Commissioners decided to transfer $75,000 from these funds into the Risk 

Management Fund. 
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On motion (17-064) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve a transfer of $75,000 from the Road & Bridge Fund, Ambulance Service Fund 

County Health Fund and Employee’s Benefit Fund to the Risk Management Fund. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners agreed to close out the 2016 bills on February 28, 2017. Mr. Pyle 

will inform all the departments of the Commissioners’ decision. 

 

Item Three:  Commissioner Moody stated that Mr. Bill Merando, District #2 Road 

Foreman would like to schedule a safety demonstration on the proper technique in using a 

chain saw.  The Commissioners agreed and instructed Mr. Merando to set up a time to 

have 2 safety sessions and demonstrations.   

 

Item Four: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2017-004, a 

Resolution Changing the Speed Limit on 515
th

 Avenue Between 240
th

 Street and 250
th

 

Street, Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson stated that Mr. Wood had requested 

Sheriff Peak do a speed study on this road which is currently unmarked.  Mr. Emerson 

stated that the resolution will set the speed limit at 35 miles per hour. 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 5 of 15 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 6 of 15 

 
 

On motion (17-065) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-004, a Resolution Changing the Speed Limit on 515
th

 Avenue 

Between 240
th

 Street and 250
th

 Street in Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Five: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2017-005, a 

Resolution Prohibiting the Operation of Trucks and Commercial Vehicles on Portions of 

240
th

 Street, Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson stated that Mr. Wood requested a 

no truck sign be placed on the road in that area.  
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On motion (17-066) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-005, a Resolution Prohibiting the Operation of Trucks and 

Commercial Vehicles on Portions of 240
th

 Street, Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 
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The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Six:  Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2017-006, a 

Resolution Changing the Speed Limit on 600
th

 Avenue Between 220
th

 Street and 250
th

 

Street, Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson stated that the speed limit will be set at 

45 miles per hour between 220
th

 Street and 240
th

 Street on 600
th

 Avenue. He stated that 

since there is a residential area on 600
th

 Avenue between 240
th

 Street and 250
th

 Street, the 

speed limit will be set at 35 miles per hour. Mr. Emerson stated that this is per the 

recommendation of Sheriff Peak. 
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On motion (17-067) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-006, a Resolution Changing the Speed Limit on 600
th

 Avenue 

Between 220
th

 Street and 250
th

 Street, Crawford County, Kansas 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Seven: Mr. Moody asked Mr. Emerson about the Deer Creek paving request. Mr. 

Emerson stated they are still working on paper work for the bond issue. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle stated that the 2005 & 2006 vehicles have been kept at full coverage 

insurance and the work comp insurance limit has been increased to $1,000,000. He also 

stated that he asked for a breakdown on the coverages for the towers. Mr. Pyle stated that 

the towers are not insured for replacement cost. He said that they are insured at a stated 

value and there would be no depreciation, just deductible on a claim. The Commissioners 

would like the breakdown to be given to Jason VanBecelaere, Emergency Management 

Director. Mr. Pyle will get the breakdown to Mr. VanBecelaere and asked him about 

taking the premiums for the towers out of the 911 funds.  
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Item Two: Mr. Pyle presented a thank you from the Homer Cole Center for elderly 

funds.  He also stated that Mr. Dave Garrett has requested to be allowed to bag the leaves 

on the courthouse lawn. Mr. Emerson stated that Mr. Garrett will need to sign a release. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 45 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship. 
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On motion (17-068) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 45 minutes to discuss matters that would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client 

relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:13 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:42 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: February 21, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Mr. Robert Gorentz, 

County Project Manager and a representative from James River Mechanical Heat & Air. 

 

Item Two: February 24, 2017 – Mr. Dick Horton, SEK-CAP Director of Community 

Engagement, presenting SEK Assessment. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: February 20, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

Presidents’ Day. 

 

Item Two: February 22, 2017 – 8:00 AM Safety Meeting at Homer Cole Center for the 

Road & Bridge Department, Sign Department and Maintenance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the February 17, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 11:44 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 15 of 15 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 2/17/201711:44 AM/amended BKW 2/17/2017 2:30 PM 


