Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, ELEVENTH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS” BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Friday, February 14, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioner Carl Wood was in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (25-069) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody
that the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the February 04, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 635756 to 636018 dated
February 14, 2025 in the total amount of $516,721.24, and
3. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 62 | That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the
January 31, 2025 minutes
Motion 25 63 | To approve the mailing of postcards for the Preliminary

Comprehensive Survey and authorizing the gathering of addresses
from the County Clerk and/or Treasurer

Motion 25 64 | To approve the January 2025 Clerk’s Report as presented
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Motion 25

65

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss an individual employee at the Sherift’s
Department to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The
County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, Sheriff Billy
Tomasi, and Undersheriff Jason VVanbecelaere attended the executive
session. The open meeting will resume at 11:24 AM. The Motion
passed 3-0

Motion 25

66

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
15 minutes to discuss Appraiser’s Office employee matters to the non-
elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), to protect the
privacy of the individual employees. The County Commissioners,
County Counselor Jim Emerson, and County Appraiser Zach Edwards
attended the executive session. The open meeting will resume at 11:51
AM. The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

67

To recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for
10 minutes to discuss an individual employee in Maintenance
Department to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The
County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson attended
the executive session. The open meeting will resume at 11:57 AM.
The Motion passed 3-0

Motion 25

68

To recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session
for 15 minutes for legal advice regarding Sewer District #2 which
would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship
pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor
Jim Emerson present. The open meeting will resume at 12:12 P.M.
The motion passed 3-0

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS

Item One: Opening of Bids for the Hot Water Boiler at the Sheriff’s Department. County
Clerk Lisa Lusker opened the bids from 4 States Mechanical Plumbing and Millwright
Services LLC, Design Mechanical, Midcentral, and James River Mechanical and read
them aloud. Commissioner Moody stated he recommends they should give these to
Maintenance Director Robert Gorentz to make a recommendation. Mr. Gorentz asked for
a work session on Tuesday, February 18th at 9:30 AM. The Commissioners agreed to the

work session.

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

NEW BUSINESS
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Item One: Ms. Lusker presented a recommendation for appointment for Township
Officer for Grant Township Treasurer. She stated the recommendation is Mr. Mark Rose.

On motion (25-070) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
appoint Mark Rose to fill the vacant position as Grant Township Treasurer.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Two: Ms. Lusker mentioned she has a request from Director of Fiscal Services
Randi Ryan for a 15 minute work session to discuss ARPA on February 21,
Commissioner Moody and Commissioner Wood agreed to this date.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: Sheriff Billy Tomasi requested an executive session for 20 minutes to discuss
items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-071) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 20 minutes for legal
advice regarding Sheriff’s Department contracts which would be deemed privileged in
the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception,
K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson,
Sheriff Billy Tomasi, and Undersheriff Jason VVanbecelaere present. The open meeting
will resume at 10:38 A.M. The motion passed 2-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:18 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:38 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2025-004, a
Resolution appointing an Emergency Management Coordinator for Crawford County,
Kansas. Mr. Emerson explained the county is happy to have Mr. Quinton Parsons as
Emergency Management Coordinator.

On motion (25-072) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adopt Resolution #2025-004, a Resolution appointing an Emergency Management
Coordinator for Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Moody

Nays:
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Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair
The motion prevailed.

Item Four: Mr. Emerson mentioned the approval of a purchasing card through GN Bank
with a limit of $2,500 for Emergency Management Coordinator Quinton Parsons.

On motion (25-073) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve a purchasing card for Emergency Management Coordinator Quinton Parsons with a
credit limit of $2,500 through GNBank.

Yeas: Commissioner Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Five: Mr. Emerson mentioned he would like to discuss weather issues for the next
week. He stated it seems like we will be getting some winter weather. Mr. Emerson stated
normally he is involved when it comes to closing the Courthouse but that he is
encouraging employees to sign up for notifications so that they know if the Courthouse is
closed. Mr. Emerson mentioned he will not be here next week. Commissioner Wood
asked who to communicate with regarding this in the event of inclement weather and Mr.
Emerson stated to contact County Clerk Lisa Lusker. Commissioner Wood mentioned
someone posting about the Courthouse being open during this week with inclement
weather but that the Health Department was closed, and Mr. Emerson explained the
situation for that being posted. Commissioner Moody stated it sounds like it is going to
be bad weather next week.

Item Six: Mr. Emerson mentioned he has a couple of appointments to the Planning and
Zoning Board to present. He presented Resolution #2025-005, a Resolution appointing
Francis DeMott to serve on the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board and Joint
Board of Zoning Appeals. This term runs from February 1, 2025 through February 1,
2028. Commissioner Wood stated this appointment is in his district and that he has
known Mr. Francis DeMott and that he is an excellent person.

On motion (25-074) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adopt Resolution #2025-005, a Resolution appointing Francis DeMott to serve on the
Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board and Joint Board of Zoning Appeals.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Seven: Mr. Emerson presented Resolution #2025-006, a Resolution to re-appoint
Christina Vulgamore to serve on the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board and
Joint Board of Zoning Appeals. Mr. Emerson stated this is in Commissioner Blair’s
district and the term runs from February 1, 2025 through February 1, 2028.
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On motion (25-075) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adopt Resolution #2025-006, a Resolution to re-appoint Christina Vulgamore to serve on
the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board and Joint Board of Zoning Appeals.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Eight: Mr. Emerson discussed RJA State Grants. He mentioned Ms. Angie Hadley
has put together 3 grants for approval today and provided the Commissioners with the
handout of this information. He stated the first grant is a 2026 Comprehensive Plan Grant
followed by information on this grant. Mr. Emerson mentioned the second grant is the
Juvenile Reinvestment Grant and provided details. He stated the third grant is the
Juvenile Corrections Advisory Board Grant and gave details. Ms. Lusker asked if any of
these grants will have problems with the federal freeze on grants and Mr. Emerson stated
he believes there was concern at first but that these should not be affected. Commissioner
Wood asked how many departments are serviced in these grants and Mr. Emerson
explained.

On motion (25-076) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the 2026 Comprehensive Plan Grant, the Juvenile Corrections Reinvestment
Grant, and the Juvenile Corrections Advisory Board Grant and authorizing the Chairman
to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Nine: Mr. Emerson presented a Notice of Intent to Vacate a Platted Alley in the
Original Town of Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas. He gave explanation to this
vacate. He stated the hearing is going to be on March 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

On motion (25-077) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate Platted Streets located in the
Original Town of Chicopee, Crawford County, Kansas with a public hearing scheduled
for Friday, March 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Ten: Mr. Emerson presented a Notice of Intent to Vacate a Platted Street in

Crestview Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas. He explained the street is labeled
Putter Road and gave an explanation to the vacate. Commissioner Wood questioned the
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road being an easement for utilities and Mr. Emerson explained. Mr. Emerson stated the
hearing will be held on March 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

On motion (25-078) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the publication of the Notice of Intent to Vacate Platted Streets located in
Crestview Subdivision, Crawford County, Kansas with a public hearing scheduled for
Friday, March 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Eleven: Mr. Emerson discussed the KDOT Highway 69 meetings. He provided the
details on the dates, times, and locations of these meetings. Mr. Emerson mentioned there
is a meeting before the public meetings that local public officials are invited to. He
mentioned these meetings will be held on February 26, 2025 from 9:30 A.M. to 10:30
A.M. at the Pittsburg State University Overman Student Center and February 27, 2025
from 9:30 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Frontenac and one or
more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Twelve: Mr. Emerson presented an annual FRA declaration form. He stated
Crawford County Fire District #2 Treasurer Kenny Yoakum is requesting the Chairman’s
signature verifying that the above named fire department is a public fire department. Mr.
Emerson gave details about the form and stated Fire District #2 does meet the criteria and
statute.

On motion (25-079) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the annual FRA declaration form and authorizing the Chairman to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Thirteen: Mr. Emerson presented a purchase agreement with Heritage Tractor for
the 2024 John Deere Tractor in the amount of $131,028.92. He mentioned this has
already been approved but that it is needing the Chairman’s signature. Commissioner
Wood discussed they have until December to do the extended warranty.

On motion (25-080) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the purchase agreement with Heritage Tractor for the 2024 John Deere Tractor
and authorizing the Chairman to sign.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.
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Item Fourteen: Commissioner Wood stated he received a call on Tuesday night about
debris on Free Kings Highway and that he wanted to thank the crew that cleared the
debris from the road. Commissioner Moody stated if this happens again that the Sheriff’s
Department needs to be notified.

Item Fifteen: Commissioner Wood discussed a generator at the Freeto building and that
it needs moved to a better location. He stated he talked about this with Emergency
Management Coordinator Quinton Parsons and that they are going to get measurements
of the generator to see if there is somewhere else to put this.

Item Sixteen: Commissioner Wood stated he is going to ask Road and Bridge
Coordinator to have dust control companies to come in for a discussion with the
Commissioners. Ms. Lusker stated she believes there is already a work session set up for
dust control on February 18th and the Commissioners stated they need to make sure
Tuesday is clear from work session with Mr. Robert Gorentz and that they will address
this at the end of the meeting.

Item Seventeen: Commissioner Wood stated he has had some feedback regarding the
Comprehensive Survey. He asked Mr. Emerson who is paying for the postage on paper
surveys and Mr. Emerson explained. Mr. Emerson stated his idea is for the
Commissioners to approve allowing Zoning Administrator May Smith handle requests
for paper copies of the survey and that Ms. Smith stated she is willing to do so.
Commissioner Wood discussed postage pricing on the paper survey. Commissioner
Wood discussed putting names on the surveys and Mr. Emerson explained.

On motion (25-081) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
approve the county paying for postage both ways for the Comprehensive Plan Survey and
authorizing Zoning Administrator May Smith to make copies of the Comprehensive Plan
Survey as needed.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

Item Eighteen: Commissioner Wood discussed the tax sale and the company who may
take over tax sale for the county. Mr. Emerson explained. Commissioner Wood asked for
a meeting between the company and the Commissioners and Mr. Emerson stated he will
arrange this meeting and that it can be a work session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION CONTINUED
Item Two: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 30

minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client
Relationship.
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On motion (25-082) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 30 minutes for legal
advice which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to
the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the County
Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson present. The open meeting will
resume at 11:51 A.M. The motion passed 2-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:21 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:51 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Item Three: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 15
minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client
Relationship.

On motion (25-083) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 15 minutes for legal
advice which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to
the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2), with the County
Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson present. The open meeting will
resume at 12:07 P.M. The motion passed 2-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:54 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 12:09 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

OLD BUSINESS
Item One: Ms. Lusker provided the Commissioners with the Special Funding Requests.
She asked the Commissioners if they know when they would like to set a work session.
Commissioner Wood asked if any of this funding can go towards Special Olympics or
schools and Mr. Emerson mentioned he would have to look into this and Ms. Lusker
explained as well.
UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: February 18, 2025- 9:00 AM Work Session with Ryan Insurance.
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Item Two: February 18, 2025- 9:30 AM Work Session with Maintenance Director
Robert Gorentz to discuss Hot Water Boiler bids.

Item Three: February 21, 2025- 9:30 AM Work Session to discuss dust control.

Item Four: February 21, 2025- 9:45 AM Work Session with Director of Fiscal Services
Randi Ryan to discuss ARPA.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Item One: February 17, 2025- The Crawford County Courthouse is closed in
observance of the President’s Day Holiday.

Item Two: February 26, 2025- KDOT Meeting for Local Public Officials regarding US
69 Highway at PSU Overman Student Center from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM. One or more
Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Three: February 26, 2025- KDOT Meeting regarding US 69 Highway at PSU
Overman Student Center from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. One or
more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Four: February 27, 2025- KDOT Meeting for Local Public Officials regarding US
69 Highway at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Frontenac from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM.
One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

Item Five: February 27, 2025- KDOT Meeting regarding US 69 Highway at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Frontenac from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM, and at Northeast High
School in Arma from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. One or more Commissioner may be in
attendance.

Item Six: February 28, 2025- KDOT Virtual meeting regarding US 69 Highway from
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM. One or more Commissioners may be in attendance.

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adjourn the February 14, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners
at 12:13 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair

The motion prevailed.
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford

County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 2/14/2025 2:15 PM/amended BKW 2/14/25 2:30 PM

Page 10 of 10



