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  Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, ELEVENTH MEETING 
 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                   Girard, KS Friday, February 10, 2017, 10:00 AM 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioner Tom Moody was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-052) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the February 7, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 48 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

February 3, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 49 To approve the Motion of Recommendation for a conditional use for a 

new Welding and Fabrication shop to be known as “Robarts Welding” 

as recommended by the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board 

Motion 17 50 To approve payment of $500 for Indigent Cremation expenses for an 

individual at Frontier Forensics in Kansas City 

Motion 17 51 To appoint Mr. Kenny Yoakum as Deputy Coroner and Mr. Joey 

Adams as the County Death Investigator as requested by County 

Coroner Dr. Adam Paoni 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-053) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and County Attorney Michael Gayoso. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:05 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 10:12 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One:  Opening of culvert bids. Ms. Liz Hart, Road and Bridge Coordinator stated 

that there were 5 bids received.  County Clerk Don Pyle opened the bids and presented 

them to Ms. Hart. Ms. Hart read the bids to the Commissioners. There were bids received 

from Conmat, Cleavers Farm & Home, Metal Culverts, J & J Drainage and Welborn 

Sales. The Commissioners ask Ms. Hart to review the bids and return with a 

recommendation. 

 
 

            MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Josh Coltrain, K-State Agricultural and Natural Resource, Crops & Soils 

Agent addressed the Commissioners in reference to a Fence Law Meeting. Mr. Coltrain 

handed out some information on Living on the Land Series. Mr. Coltrain stated that this 

series is aimed at small acreage producers. He said that the first meeting will be on 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 3 of 18 

Kansas Fence Laws on February 16, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Girard High School 

Cafeteria and Mr. Roger McEowen, Kansas Farm Bureau Professor of Agricultural Law 

and Taxation, Washburn University will be the key note speaker. Mr. Keith Martin, Ag 

and Natural Resources Livestock & Forage spoke about some of the meetings in this 

series.  He answered Mr. Wood that the there is very good attendance at the meetings. 

Mr. Moody requested that Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator attend the meeting on 

Kansas Fence Laws. Mr. Martin thanked the Commissioners for their support and Mr. 

Coltrain thanked the Commissioners for the high tunnel project at the C-Tech Building. 

The Commissioners thanked the Gentlemen for all they do. 
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 MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One:  Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator presenting Resolution #2017-002, a 

resolution to amend, change or modify the existing use on property and to request a 

conditional land use to allow for new development which would be used as a welding and 
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fabrication facility known as “Robarts Welding”. Mr. Graham stated there are no special 

stipulations on this conditional use.  
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On motion (17-054) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-002, a resolution to amend, change or modify the existing use on 

property and to request a conditional land use to allow for new development which would 

be used as a welding and fabrication facility known as “Robarts Welding”. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Ms. Liz Hart, Road and Bridge Coordinator presenting Preliminary 

Engineering Contract with PEC. State of Kansas KDOT and Crawford County for the 
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High Risk Rural Roads Project. Ms. Hart explained that this is a 3 way contract showing 

that Crawford County is hiring PEC as the engineer on this project. Mr. Wood stated that 

he would like a special line item in the budge for this project. Ms. Hart stated that the 

start date of the project is currently Feb 27, 2017 but the contact allows a late start date 

until March 16, 2017. 

 

On motion (17-055) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Contract for Preliminary Engineering Design Services by Consultant 

between Crawford County, Kansas, Professional Engineering Consultants, PA and the 

Secretary of Transportation of the State of Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Ms. Hart addressed the plaque that will be placed on the bridge on 

Centennial Drive.  

 

On motion (17-056) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the plaque for the bridge on Centennial and to add Liz Hart as Coordinator and 

the road foremen if there is room and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Four:  Mr. Greg Hite discussed the need to purchase a semi. He stated that he 

looked at a 2001 semi and a 1999 semi and said that the cost of the1999 is $10,000 and it 

needs quite a bit of repairs which Mr. Hite estimated at approximately $3,000. Mr. Hite 

said that the 2001 semi is in much better shape, needs minor work and the cost is $15,000 

plus approximately $1500 in repairs. Mr. Hite gave the Commissioners a brief description 

of the repairs that the 2001 semi needs. The Commissioners gave Mr. Hite permission to 

purchase the 2001 semi and to advertise the County’s old semi on Purple Wave as soon 

as possible. The Commissioners instructed Mr. Hite to get an invoice on the 2001 semi 

that is being purchased.   

 

Item Five: Mr. Greg Hite presented his recommendations on the dump truck bids. Mr. 

Hite stated that he feels the backup camera is needed as a safety precaution. He stated he 

felt that the bid from Joplin Freightliner is the best. Mr. Hite went through the bids and 

gave his recommendations. A discussion was held on the specs. Mr. Hite will check on 

some information and get back with the Commissioners. 

 

Mr. Wood asked Liz to see what was taken out of the Road and Bridge Equipment 

Reserve last year and what was put in and see what is left to pay on the Boom Tractors. A 

discussion was made on where the money was taken from to pay for the equipment 

recently purchased.  
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           MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle presented the Commissioners with a list of autos that could be 

switched to liability coverage only which are vehicles made in 2006 and older, with the 

exceptions of special use vehicles and the savings that could be realized. He also gave the 

Commissioners a list of buildings insured that belong to other entities and the County is 

paying the premiums. A discussion was held on getting reimbursed from the other entities 

for the premiums on the insurance coverage for these buildings. Mr. Pyle will work on 

contacting the entities about reimbursements. Mr. Moody stated that he did not feel there 

was enough savings in removing the full coverage from the vehicles listed.  The 

Commissioners decided to leave the vehicles at full coverage and work on getting 

reimbursements from other entities’ for the buildings coverage. There was a discussion 

on raising the work comp limit to $1,000,000. The Commissioners decided to raise the 

work comp limit to $1,000,000.  Mr. Pyle will work on all this. There was a discussion on 

the coverage for the radio towers and replacement cost and the Commissioners requested 

that Jason VanBeceleare check on the cost of a new tower.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle handed Commissioners copies of the work comp and liability 

claims. Mr. Pyle stated that these are all claims that are still open. Mr. Pyle went over the 

claims with the Commissioners and answered any questions.  

 

Item Three: Mr. Jim Emerson, County Counselor presenting Resolution #2017-003, a 

resolution Exempting Crawford County, Kansas from Using Generally Accepted 

Accounting Principles (GAAP) in the Preparation of its Financial Statements and 

Reports. Mr. Emerson explained that the Resolution is needed to allow the county to use 

cash basis accounting rules that are required by Kansas law.  
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On motion (17-057) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-003, a Resolution Exempting Crawford County, Kansas From 

Using Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) in the Preparation of its 

Financial Statements and Reports. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson stated that he is working on a resolution to split the Special 

Alcohol Fund and will have it ready next Friday. Mr. Pyle handed out a listing of the 

Special Alcohol fund distributions over the last few years. There was a discussion on the 

funds. The Commissioners decided not to draft a new resolution and to distribute finds as 

they have done for several years from the Special Alcohol Fund.  
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UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle discussed the City /County Luncheon that has been 

tentatively scheduled for March 9, 2017.  The Commissioners agreed that the date of 

March 9 was fine and that invitations should be sent out. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION continued: 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-058) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and County Noxious 

Weed Director Ed Fields. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:39 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:44 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not 

more than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-059) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and County 

Emergency Management Director Jason VanBecelaere. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:45 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:00 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Four:  Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not 

more than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (17-060) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 
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Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, County Appraiser 

John Macary and Assistant County Appraiser Zach Edwards. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:01 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:15 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Five: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

 

On motion (17-061) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, County Appraiser 

John Macary, Assistant County Appraiser Zach Edwards and Appraiser Office Manager 

Jan Meredith. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Murphy  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:17 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:29 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  February 14, 2017 – The Regular Session of the Board of County 

Commission is cancelled. 

 

Item Two: February 20, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of 

Presidents’ Day. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the February 10, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:40 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  Commissioner Murphy 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 2/10/2017 12:40 PM/amended BKW 2/16/17 11:00 AM 


