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  Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2016, NINETY-FOURTH MEETING 
 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                           Girard, KS Tuesday, December 20, 2016, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (16-469) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the December 16, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 16 459 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

December 13, 2016 minutes and Approval of the accounts payable 

warrant numbers 569965 to 570209 and account payable add on 

#111111 dated December 15, 2016 in the total amount of $428,933.35 

Motion 16 460 To approve the 2017 Contract for Services between Crawford County, 

Kansas, and the Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bureau and 

the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce and authorize the Chairman 

to sign 

Motion 16 461 To approve the 2017 Museum Grants Fund Proposal as presented 
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Motion 16 462 To approve the 2017 Convention and Visitors Bureau proposed budget 

as presented 

Motion 16 463 To Deposit the Funds from the sale of Equipment on the Purple Wave 

Website into the Equipment Reserve Fund to pay for a Ditching 

Machine 

Motion 16 464 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

Deemed Privileged in the Attorney-Client relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 16 465 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

Zoning Director Troy Graham, and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 16 466 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Clerk Don Pyle, and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 16 467 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and Road &  Bridge Director Liz Hart 

Motion 16 468 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Ms. Becky Gray, City of Pittsburg Director of Housing and Community 

Development, and Mr. Skip Motsenbocker with Pointe Royale Development addressed 

the housing development. Ms. Gray stated she has been working on the creation of new 

housing developments in the City of Pittsburg. Mr. Motsenbocker concentrates on the 

low end of the housing market. Mr. Motsenbocker stated that he is seeking a letter of 

support for his application for tax credits to the Kansas Housing Resources Corp. It was 

discussed that 29 houses in Pittsburg and 6 houses in Girard are being planned. Mr. 

Motsenbocker stated has been working with the city for over a year and he walked the 

Commissioners through the presentation of the proposed project.  These all brick homes 

would be 2 bedrooms, 2 bath, 2 car garage homes. Mr. Motsenbocker stated that 9 homes 

would be built at the McGeorge site and 20 homes at the Edwards site in Pittsburg and 6 

homes would be built in Girard.  There will an extensive waiting list for these homes and 

the need is continuing to grow. There was a discussion of the qualifications for this 

program. It was estimated that the construction would be completed by April of 2018. 

The company is responsible for maintenance and management during the lease period. 
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The commissioners asked Mr. Emerson to draft a letter of support and bring it back for 

their signatures. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One:  Opening of rock bids. Ms. Liz Hart, Road and Bridge Coordinator presented 

the Commissioner with the bids for rock. Ms. Hart stated 2 bids were received. The first 

bid opened was from Midwest Minerals, Pittsburg #5 Quarry, Farlington Quarry and 

McCune Quarry. Ms. Hart read the bid to the Commissioners and stated it included their 

scale test. The second bid opened was from Mulberry Limestone, Pittsburg Quarry and 

their Englevale Quarry. Ms Hart read the bids out loud. Ms. Hart will send the bids to 

Dennis Meier at Triad Engineering to review and they will be brought back with his 

recommendations.  
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Matt Blessant from Mulberry Limestone spoke about a quarry out of Cherokee County 

and when it is opened would like to bid the McCune quadrant. The quarry should be 

opened in January. The Commissioners discussed this with Mr. Blessant. 

 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS                      

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 
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Item One:  Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator, regarding a call he received from 

Kevin Hite with KDHE about a tire amnesty program starting next year. He will need to 

write a grant application.  The Commissioners asked him to speak to Mr. Medina with 

KDHE and make sure it does not interfere with the Orphan Tire Program.  

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 8 of 23 

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 9 of 23 

 
 

Commissioner Wood asked about the billboard signs and Mr. Graham is still working on 

it. Mr. Graham stated that Mike Davis from Miami County could come up any Tuesday 

or Friday and Commissioner Wood asked Mr. Graham to set it up. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Greg Hite spoke about the dump truck specs and bid sheets and stated 

that all of the road foremen have looked the bid sheet over. There was a discussion of the 

bid sheets and which businesses will be sent bid sheets. The bid sheet is dated January 2 

and will need to be returned by January 17. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One:  County Clerk Don Pyle presented an application for a 2017 Cereal Malt 

Beverage License for Mary Ellen Gebhardt for “Gebhardt’s Chicken Dinners”, to allow 

them to sell cereal malt beverages for consumption on the premises. Mr. Pyle stated that 
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notices have been sent to the Sheriff, Zoning Administrator, County Attorney and the 

Township Clerk and that they were given 10 days to respond and that no responses had 

been received. 

 
 

On motion (16-470) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the applicant(s) listed below was 

discussed and considered by the Board, and there being no objection filed as provided by 

law and the Board knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board 

hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in broken case lots from 

the place of business as shown in the application as designated and described on the 

application as herein before set out, and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board 

of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County, Kansas.  

 

2017 Cereal Malt Beverage License 

 

APPLICANT: Mary Ellen Gebhardt “Gebhardt’s Chicken Dinners” 

PREMISES: 124 N 260
th

 St, Mulberry KS  66756 

 (For consumption on the premises) 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson addressed the KAC dues for Crawford County which are up 

3.75%.  It was discussed that the dues are based on a formula which includes a $500 base 
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fee and the remaining dues are based on County population and assessed valuation.  It 

was discussed that the county receives a lot of services from the association. 

 
 

On motion (16-471) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the payment of the Kansas Association of Counties membership for 2017 in the 

amount of $7,563.32. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Three:  Mr. Emerson regarding the January 19, 2017 SEK INC. Banquet which 

will be held at Crestwood Country Club in Pittsburg.  Mr. Emerson felt that the county 

should RSVP for anyone that would like to attend.  Mr. Wood, Mr. Emerson, Mr. 

Murphy and Mr. Pyle indicated that they would like to attend the banquet.  There was a 

discussion of the SEK, Inc. dues for 2017 of $1,000.  The Commissioners stated that they 

would like to have Steve Kossman of SEK, Inc. come to a meeting and explain the dues. 

Mr. Pyle will contact Mr. Kossman. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson addressed the proposed contract for Capitol Strategies to 

continue as the county lobbyist for 2017.  Mr. Emerson had discussed this with Bill 

Brady and he indicated that if the county still wants their services, the price would be the 

same as 2016.  Commissioner Moody and Mr. Emerson stated they have been very happy 

with their services. The Commissioners would like to visit with him before the session 

starts. Mr. Emerson added that the 25th of January is local Government Day which is 

hosted by KAC and the League of Kansas Municipalities.  The program starts at 4:00 

PM.  Mr. Emerson stated January 25 is also the day that the Cherokee County Casino 

Lawsuit is on the Supreme Docket at 9:00 AM. 
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On motion (16-472) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Contract between Capitol Strategies and Crawford County for Lobbying 

Services for 2017 and Authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  
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The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five:  Mr. Wood stated that he spoke with the salesman about the ditching machine. 
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On motion (16-473) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the Purchase of a Ditching Machine out of the Equipment Reserve Fund.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood regarding a complaint last week about tardiness and he wants the 

other Commissioners to think about a time clock after the first of the year.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Murphy handed out the minutes from the last Economic Development 

Committee meeting in Arma.  It was discussed that the committee was going to help the 

City of Arma in contacting Dollar General Stores in hopes that they would expand the 

grocery portion of their store.  Mr. Murphy stated that they will meet again in January.  

 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 21 of 23 

                                                                                                                                    
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One: Commissioner Jeff Murphy requested an executive session for 15 minutes to 

discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (16-474) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:11 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:15 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.  

 

Item Two: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session for a period of not 

more than 10 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (16-475) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and County Clerk Don 

Pyle 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:17 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:24 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  December 27, 2016 – Public Hearing on 2016 Crawford County Amended 

Budget. 

 

Item Two:  December 27, 2016 – Public Hearing on 2016 Crawford County Fire District 

Number One Amended Budget. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One:  Friday, December 23, 2016 – The Courthouse will be close at noon in 

observance of the Christmas Holiday. 

 

Item Two:  Monday, December 26, 2016 – The Courthouse will be closed in 

observance of the Christmas Holiday. 

 

Item Three: Monday, January 2, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance 

of the New Year’s Holiday. 

 

Item Four:  Friday, December 23, 2016 – The Meeting of the Board of Commissioners 

is cancelled and the Commissioners will attend a Christmas Party at the County Barn.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 
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On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adjourn the December 20, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County 

Commissioners at 11:26 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with 

open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 12/20/16 11:26 AM/amended DPP 12/22/16 2:00 PM 


