Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners’ Journal
2016, NINETY-THIRD MEETING
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS Friday, December 16, 2016, 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.
Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.
County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.
Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.
UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (16-459) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody
that the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the December 13, 2016 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 569965 to 570209 and
account payable add on #111111 dated December 15, 2016 in the total
amount of $428,933.35, and
3. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.
SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:
Motion 16

451

Motion 16

452

That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the
December 9, 2016 minutes
To make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the
applicant(s) listed below was discussed and considered by the Board,
and there being no objection filed as provided by law and the Board
knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board
hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in
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Motion 16

453

Motion 16

454

Motion 16

455

Motion 16

456

Motion 16

457

Motion 16

458

broken case lots from the place of business as shown in the application
as designated and described on the application as herein before set out,
and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and directed to execute
the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board
of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County,
Kansas.
To approve the Publication for the Amended Budget for 2016 for
Crawford County with a Hearing Date of December 27, 2016.
To approve the Publication for the Amended Budgets for 2016 for
Crawford County Fire District Number 1 with a Hearing Date of
December 27, 2016.
To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a
period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters that would be
Deemed Privileged in the Attorney-Client relationship and to include
the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim
Emerson.
To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a
period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss personnel matters
involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County
Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Zoning Assistant
May Smith.
To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a
period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss personnel matters
involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County
Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and County Clerk
Don Pyle.
To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a
period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be
Deemed Privileged in the Attorney-Client relationship and to include
the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim
Emerson.

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
Item One: Mr. Blake Benson, Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce President,
presented the 2017 Contract for Services between Crawford County, Kansas and the
Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Pittsburg Area Chamber of
Commerce. Mr. Blake Benson stated that since the Convention and Visitors Bureau was
created in 1987, Crawford County has contracted with the Pittsburg Area Chamber of
Commerce to administer the CVB. Mr. Benson explained benefits involved in the
contract. He also explained the synergy of departments and the benefits of the
departments being under one roof. Mr. Benson stated the contract is basic from year to
year and this year the contract is requesting an increase from $33,000 to $36,000 for
2017. He explained the details of the contract to the Commissioners and the reasoning for
the request of an increase. Mr. Benson answered questions the Commissioners asked
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about the staffing and salaries listed in the contract. The Commissioners agreed that it
was good for the CVB to work closely with the chamber.
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On motion (16-460) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy
to approve the 2017 Contract for Services between Crawford County, Kansas, and the
Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Pittsburg Area Chamber of
Commerce and authorize the Chairman to sign.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
Item Two: Mr. B. J. Harris, CVB Director, discussed the Museum Fund proposal. Mr.
Harris explained how the funding works between the two museums in Crawford County
and the criteria the museums had to meet to receive the funding which both the Crawford
County Historical Museum and the Miners Hall Museum met.
Mr. Jason Russell, Miners Hall Museum, Operations Manager explained how the funding
helps the museum and the projects the museum is working on. Commissioner Murphy
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asked about the museum personnel working with Mr. Harris to market the museums
through the new casino. Mr. Jerry Lomshek, Chairman of the Board of the Miners Hall
Museum stated that he met with casino personnel and discussed sharing artifacts for the
restaurant at the casino which has a miners theme. Mr. Lomshek discussed some of the
plans for 2017.
Mr. John Minton, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Crawford County Historical
Museum expressed gratitude to the Commission and to CVB for the assistance and
support. He stated that the museum has had a great year. Mr. Minton said that the new
roof is being put on the building and should be finished today and now will be able to
work on updating the inside of the building . Mr. Minton explained that the funds for the
roof were received through a Pritchett Trust Grant.
Mr. Harris stated that the recommendation of the CVB Advisory Board is to continue
county funding for both museums at the current levels. He stated he will continue to work
with both museums.
On motion (16-461) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the 2017 Museum Grants Fund Proposal as presented.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
Item Three: Mr. BJ Harris presented the 2017 CVB Budget proposal. Mr. Harris stated
that he projected overall transient guest tax collections would be with the addition of the
new hotel rooms coming in 2017. He explained how he calculated the projection of the
collections. Mr. Harris also discussed events for 2017 and the projected income from
these projects. Mr. Harris also spoke about the other items in the budget.
On motion (16-462) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
approve the 2017 Convention and Visitors Bureau proposed budget as presented.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
Item Four: Mr. Harris updated the Commissioner on a marketing proposal for economic
development. He stated that Limelight Marketing in collaboration with Commissioner
Murphy and himself to utilize work they’ve done for Pittsburg for county tourism as well
as commercial marketing. He said the cost to do this included in 2017 CVB budget and
the CVB Advisory board has agreed to this cost. The Commissioners had some questions
about this marketing proposal and felt that it was a good step forward for the CVB.
MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
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Item One: Mr. Joe Grisolano, County Treasurer spoke about the Motor Vehicle
Operation and the plans for the 2017 Motor Vehicle budget. He stated that he is not
required to present the Motor Vehicle budget to the Commissioners nor does it require
their approval. He explained that he is making some changes this year and he would like
the Commissioners to be informed of these changes.
Mr. Grisolano stated that he would like to place about $35,000 in reserves over the next 3
years in order to pay for a remodeling project that would allow the motor vehicle
operation in the courthouse to be moved into the Treasurer’s Office. It was discussed that
this would allow the operations to be run more efficiently and it would allow taxpayers to
take of their needs in one office. Commissioner Wood stated that he is in favor of this
and he would like to see it done as soon as possible. It was discussed that it will need to
be studied and planned and it will be inconvenient when the work is being done. It was
discussed that a reserve fund should be set up just for this project.
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Item One: Mr. Greg Hite addressed the updated bid sheets on the dump trucks. The
commissioners stated that their Road Foremen thought that they had included the options
that are needed for a good truck.
MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC
PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
NEW BUSINESS
Item One: Commissioner Murphy regarding a conference in St Louis Feb 2-4, about
Smartgrowth in St. Louis. Mr. Murphy stated that lots of topics that concern the Livewell
Group will be addressed and that their grant will pay the expenses with no cost to county
except maybe meals, Mr. Murphy stated that he plans to go to the conference along with
Brad Stroud and Troy Graham and the other Commissioners thought that was a good
idea.
Item Two: Commissioner Wood regarding an email about operations on oil wells in
Crawford County that sounds a lot like fracking. Mr. Emerson stated that there was a
publication in the paper that Charles See is doing work on oil wells. It was discussed that
some rumors and opposition has arisen due to the possibility that this is fracking. It was
discussed that an application has not yet been submitted to be able to do this work and
that it will have to go through an approval process. The Commissioners asked Mr.
Emerson to research this and bring this back at a later date.
Item Three: Commissioner Wood regarding the ditching machine that was approved for
purchase. Mr. Wood was concerned that the credit application sent with the pricing
information was with John Deere. Mr. Wood was going to contact the salesman to
discuss this application and other details of this purchase.
UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS
Item One: Commissioner Wood regarding items sold on the Purple Wave website. Mr.
Wood stated that he would like to transfer the funds from this sale into the equipment
reserve fund to pay for the ditcher.
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On motion (16-463) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
Deposit the Funds from the sale of Equipment on the Purple Wave Website into the
Equipment Reserve Fund to pay for a Ditching Machine.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Item One: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session for 15 minutes.
On motion (16-464) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy
to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more
than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be Deemed Privileged in the AttorneyClient relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County
Counselor Jim Emerson.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:39 AM and reconvened the Open
Session at 11:48 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
Item Two: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session for a period of not
more than 15 minutes to discuss matters on non-elected personnel.
On motion (16-465) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more
than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the
Board of County Commissioners, Zoning Director Troy Graham, and County Counselor
Jim Emerson.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:49 AM and reconvened the Open
Session at 12:03 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
Item Three: County Clerk Don Pyle requested an executive session for a period of not
more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving non-elected personnel.
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On motion (16-466) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more
than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the
Board of County Commissioners, County Clerk Don Pyle, and County Counselor Jim
Emerson.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:04 PM and reconvened the Open
Session at 12:19 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
Item Four: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session for a period of not
more than 30 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel.
On motion (16-467) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more
than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the
Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Road & Bridge
Director Liz Hart.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:20 PM and reconvened the Open
Session at 12:45 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
Item Five: Commissioner Jeff Murphy requested an executive session for a period of not
more than 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel.
On motion (16-468) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more
than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the
Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:45 PM and reconvened the Open
Session at 12:50 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session.
UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
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FUTURE BUSINESS:
Item One: December 20, 2016 – Opening of Rock Bids.
Item Two: December 20, 2016 – Ms. Becky Gray, City of Pittsburg Director of
Housing and Community Development, and Mr. Skip Motsenbocker with Pointe Royale
Development regarding housing development.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Item One: Sunday, December 18, 2016 – All three Commissioners may be in
attendance at Dr. Sullivan’s Clinic Opening in Frontenac.
Item Two: Friday, December 23, 2016 – The Courthouse will be close at noon in
observance of the Christmas holiday.
Item Three: Monday, December 26, 2016 – The Courthouse will be closed in
observance of the Christmas holiday.
Item Four: Monday, January 2, 2017 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of
the New Year’s Holiday.
UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Item One: Adjournment
On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to
adjourn the December 16, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County
Commissioners at 12:52 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with
open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed.
In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.
_______________________

Don Pyle
County Clerk
<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken GRG 12/16/16/amended BKW 12/19/16 3:30 PM
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