Board of Crawford County Commissioners

Commissioners” Journal

2025, EIGHTY-SIXTH MEETING

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM
Girard, KS. Friday, December 12, 2025 at 10:00 AM

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes.
Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.
Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.

Commissioner Bruce Blair and Carl Wood were in attendance.

County Clerk Lisa Lusker and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the
Board.

Chairman Moody led the Pledge of Allegiance.

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING
CONSENT AGENDA
On motion (25-497) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair that
the consent agenda be approved including:
1. Approval of the December 05, 2025 minutes of the Board of County
Commissioners, and
2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody
Nays:
Present but not voting:
Absent or not voting:
The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.

SIGNING OF MOTIONS
The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:

Motion 25 493 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the

previous week’s vouchers

Motion 25 494 To approve the November 2025 Clerk’s Report as presented

December 02, 2025 minutes, and Authorizing the Chairman to sign the

Motion 25 495 To approve the publication for the Amended Budget Hearings set for

December 19, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Motion 25 496 | To approve the payment for half of the invoice to Fire District #3 for a

storm siren upgrade

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS
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Board of Crawford County Commissioners

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS

Item One: Public Hearing on Vacating a portion of county road located between
Sections 14 and 23, Township 28 South, Range 25 East, Crawford County, Kansas. Mr.
Emerson stated this is a land owner request and gave details regarding the roadway.

On motion (25-498) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Wood to
open the Public Hearing on Vacating a portion of county road located between Sections
14 and 23, Township 28 South, Range 25 East, Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Blair, Wood, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

There was no public comment.

On motion (25-499) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
close the Public Hearing on Vacating a portion of county road located between Sections
14 and 23, Township 28 South, Range 25 East, Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair, and Wood

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

County Counselor Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2025-036, a Resolution closing
and vacating a certain road in Lincoln Township, Crawford County, Kansas. He provided
information regarding this resolution. Commissioner Wood asked what is on the other
side of the portion being vacated and Mr. Emerson answered and Commissioner Blair
explained the area. Commissioner Wood asked if it is marked as a county road and Mr.
Emerson explained. Commissioner Wood asked if this would land lock any residents and
Mr. Emerson stated it would not.

On motion (25-500) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to
adopt Resolution #2025-036, a Resolution closing and vacating a certain road in Lincoln
Township, Crawford County, Kansas.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES
MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS
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NEW BUSINESS

Item One: Mr. Emerson stated he is on the agenda to present a resolution for a
moratorium extension. He provided the Commissioners with information and stated the
changes are highlighted in red and listed the additions to the moratorium. Mr. Emerson
stated he has a resolution drafted for both 12 month renewal and 6 month renewal for
whichever the Commissioners would like to do. Mr. Emerson mentioned he asked Mr.
Joshua Albin when he believes the timeline for a vote on the Comprehensive Plan would
be and that Mr. Albin stated he is confident in a date of May 1, 2026. Commissioner
Wood asked if the Comprehensive Plan will take care of nuclear plants and Mr. Emerson
explained the moratorium does not include nuclear plants. Commissioner Wood asked
why this was not included and Mr. Emerson answered that it was not requested that
nuclear plants be included. Commissioner Wood stated he hears the nuclear plants are
coming to Crawford County next and Commissioner Blair stated he agrees this should be
added. Mr. Emerson stated he can add nuclear plants. Commissioner Wood asked about
approving the moratorium resolution today and adding a separate resolution later with
nuclear plants included and Mr. Emerson stated that can be done. Mr. Emerson
mentioned it will be a separate resolution but that nothing is wrong with that.
Commissioner Blair asked if the Comprehensive Plan will address the nuclear plants and
Mr. Emerson stated he is not sure of that. Commissioner Blair asked once the
Comprehensive Plan is done can amendments be made and Mr. Emerson explained the
amendment process. Mr. Emerson stated he will have a whole new resolution for the
nuclear plants hopefully by Tuesday. Commissioner Moody asked if Mr. Albin
recommended anything additional and Mr. Emerson explained that he sent Mr. Albin the
resolution and that he stated it was acceptable. Commissioner Wood mentioned he would
like to adopt the resolution for a moratorium extension of 1 year. Mr. Emerson stated the
expiration date of this moratorium would be December 31, 2026.

On motion (25-501) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair to
adopt Resolution #2025-034, a Resolution extending a moratorium and providing for the
suspension of certain types of improvements on any land within the unincorporated area
of Crawford County; and directing that potential land development regulations be
developed.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC

Item One: Ms. Jovanna Brackett-Oetinger addressed the Commissioners. She thanked
the Commissioners for being aware of the demons coming after the county, the
homeowners, and their land. She thanked them for listening to the public and for learning
additional information about what is happening. Commissioner Wood stated there is
several people that share her feelings regarding the agricultural aspect all over Kansas.
Ms. Brackett-Oetinger discussed the buying of the land and that when they cannot eat
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what they grow they are going to be in a really scary place. She thanked the
Commissioners again.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED

Item Two: Commissioner Blair stated in January he would like to possibly have work
sessions regarding some of the topics from KAC Conference.

Item Three: Commissioner Wood stated KAC Conference had some great sessions and
that he enjoyed all of it. He mentioned he talked to several Commissioners with other
counties and that they are having similar problems as Crawford County.

Item Four: Commissioner Wood stated to Mr. Emerson he would like to have a list of
who is on the 911 Committee and have the committee going again. He asked if Mr.
Emerson has a list and Mr. Emerson stated that he should.

Item Five: Commissioner Moody discussed the problem with a house on Highway 160
that continues to bring in more tires to the property. He stated they are beginning to stack
the tires on land that does not belong to them. Commissioner Moody stated he is going to
send Zoning Administrator May Smith out to this location again to take pictures of the
new mess and that something has to be done about this. Commissioner Blair stated it is
terrible. Commissioner Moody asked if the Sheriff can address this and Mr. Emerson
stated he believes the Sheriff can if there property is on land that they do not own.
Commissioner Moody said some of the items are on the right of way and Commissioner
Blair stated he believes some of it is on KDOT’s right of way. Mr. Emerson stated they
will need a complaint from the neighboring property and Commissioner Moody stated
that can be done. Commissioner Moody stated the procedure just does not seem to be
working. Commissioner Moody asked if Mr. Emerson can reach out to Ms. Smith and he
stated he will but also discussed that they have had some productive visits with KDHE
about a program that will help with up to $10,000 of cleanup and that they have
submitted this property off of Highway 160 to KDHE. Mr. Emerson stated he has heard
back and that there is a procedure and he explained this briefly. Commissioner Moody
asked what kind of timeline KDHE has and Mr. Emerson stated he is unsure.

OLD BUSINESS

Item One: Ms. Lusker stated she would like to schedule a work session on Tuesday,
December 16th with Ryan Insurance at 9:00 AM. The Commissioners agreed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 15 minutes
to discuss Non-Elected Personnel.

On motion (25-502) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Blair to
recess this open meeting and go into a closed executive session for 15 minutes to discuss
CVB job performance pursuant to the non-elected personnel exception, K.S.A. 75-
4319(b)(1), to protect the privacy of the individual employees. The County
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Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson attended the executive session. The
open meeting will resume at 10:47 AM. The Motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood, and Blair

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:32 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:40 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Item Two: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for 15 minutes to discuss
items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-503) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Blair to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 15 minutes to
discuss legal advice regarding nuisances which would be deemed privileged in the
attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A.
75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson
present. The open meeting will resume at 10:57 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:42 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 10:57 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

Item Three: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for 15 minutes to
discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.

On motion (25-504) of Commissioner Moody and second of Commissioner Blair to
recess this open meeting and to go into a closed executive session for 15 minutes to
discuss legal advice regarding communications which would be deemed privileged in the
attorney-client relationship pursuant to the consultation with attorney exception, K.S.A.
75-4319(b)(2), with the County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson
present. The open meeting will resume at 11:13 A.M. The motion passed 3-0.

Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:58 AM and reconvened the
Open Session at 11:10 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session.

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED
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Item Six: Mr. Emerson presented the Commissioners with information regarding the 11"
Judicial District Court holiday schedule. He explained this is what District Court will be
doing when it comes to closing around the holiday and that this can be decided on next
week. Commissioner Blair asked what day the audit is and Mr. Emerson explained we
close on December 31 at 10:00 AM for audit and motor vehicle is closed all day this day
as well as road and bridge. Commissioner Moody stated they will revisit this on Tuesday
and take some time to think about it.

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
FUTURE BUSINESS:

Item One: December 16, 2025- 9:00 AM Work Session with Ryan Insurance.
Item Two: December 19, 2025- 10:00 AM Budget Hearing for 2025 Amended Budgets.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Item One: Adjournment

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Blair to adjourn
the December 12, 2025 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at
11:12 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors.
Yeas: Commissioners Wood, Blair, and Moody

Nays:

Present but not voting:

Absent or not voting:

The motion prevailed.

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my
official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford
County Commissioners.

Lisa Lusker
County Clerk

<>

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard.
Taken RJA 12/15/25 1:00 PM/amended BKW 12/15/25 1:50 PM
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