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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, NINETY-FIRST MEETING 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

 

                                                                                                                                    Girard, KS Friday, December 8, 2017, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes. 

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-401) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the December 5, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved. 

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 393 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

December 1, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 394 To approve the Pathways to a Health Worksite Pledge and authorize 

the Chairman to sign 

Motion 17 395 To approve the publication for the 2017 Budget Amendments for 

Crawford County Fire District’s #1, #2 and #3 and to set a hearing 

date of December 19, 2017 at 10:00 AM 
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Motion 17 396 To approve the publication for the 2017 Budget Amendment for 

Crawford County and to set a hearing date of December 19, 2017 at 

10:00 AM 

Motion 17 397 To make it known that the board hereby issues a license to “sell at 

retail”, cereal malt beverages from the place of business as shown in 

the application  APPLICANT: Anthony Pichler “Pichler’s Chicken 

Annie’s” PREMISES:1271 S 220th St, Pittsburg, KS  66762 (For sale 

in original and unopened containers and not for consumption on the 

premises) APPLICANT: Anthony Pichler “Pichler’s Chicken Annie’s” 

PREMISES: 1271 S 220th St, Pittsburg, KS  66762 (For consumption 

on the premises) 

Motion 17 398 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 17 399 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 30 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners, 

County Counselor Jim Emerson and Assistant County Appraiser Zach 

Edwards 

Motion 17 400 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS                                       

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Edward Fields, Noxious Weed Director spoke to the Commissioners 

about the grinder. He stated that it is in need of repairs and he has a quote from Fairbank 

Equipment, Wichita, KS in the amount of $1092.00. Mr. Fields explained that this is a 

quote and the representative from Fairbank stated that this quote is on the high side and it 

might not cost the entire amount. Mr. Fields stated that the grinder will be needed right 

after the first of the year for brush control on intersections and Fairbank Equipment can 

have it repaired by December 20, 2017. There was a discussion on having it repaired in 

the county shop and Mr. Fields stated that is should be repaired by someone that works 

on this type of machinery. Mr. Moody and Mr. Murphy stated they are fine with taking it 

to Wichita to be fixed. Mr. Wood was concerned with the need for the repairs and that the 

grinder has not been used on County property for quite a few years. He stated that it is 

loaned out and does not get returned. The Commissioners would like an operator from 

the County sent with the machine if it is loaned out. The Commissioners would like Mr. 

Fields to be in charge of the grinder. The Commissioner gave Mr. Fields permission to 

have the grinder fixed through Fairbank Equipment.  
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Mr. Fields gave the Commissioners a schedule of the upcoming work he has planned. He 

spoke about the walking path around the courthouse and installing benches for resting 

stations. The Commissioners discussed with Mr. Emerson the liability issues with the 

walking path around the Courthouse. Mr. Murphy discussed safety equipment when 

using the chainsaws on the tree trimming. Mr. Fields stated they have ear protection, eye 

protection and helmets. It was discussed that chaps and gloves should also be used when 

using chainsaws. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION    

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for a period of 

not more than 30 minutes to discuss confidential data relating to financial affairs or trade 

secrets of corporations, partnerships, trusts and individual proprietorships. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-402) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss confidential data relating to financial affairs or trade secrets of 

corporations, partnerships, trusts and individual proprietorships and to include the Board 

of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Mr. Matt Sanders, WCA 

General Manager. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:26 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 10:56 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES   

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presented applications for 2018 Cereal Malt Beverage 

Licenses for Larry Zerngast “Chicken Mary’s”, Kim Brewer “Countryside Golf Course” 

and W Esposito Enterprises LLC “Weeges 1 Stop” to allow them to sell cereal malt 

beverages for consumption on the premises and to allow them to sell cereal malt 

beverages in original and unopened containers and not for consumption on the premises. 

Mr. Pyle stated that notices have been sent to the Sheriff, Zoning Administrator, County 

Attorney and the Township Clerk and that they were given 10 days to respond and that no 

responses had been received. 

 

On motion (17-403) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

make it known that the matter of issuing a license to the applicant(s) listed below was 

discussed and considered by the Board, and there being no objection filed as provided by 

law and the Board knowing of no reason why a license should not be issued, the board 

hereby issues a license to “sell at retail”, cereal malt beverages in broken case lots from 

the place of business as shown in the application as designated and described on the 

application as herein before set out, and that the County Clerk be hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the proper license which shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board 

of County Commissioners and the County Clerk of Crawford County, Kansas.  

 

2018 Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses 

 

APPLICANT: Larry Zerngast “Chicken Mary’s” 
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PREMISES: 1133 E 600th Ave, Pittsburg, KS  66762 

(For consumption on the premises) 

 

APPLICANT: Kim Brewer “Countryside Golf Course” 

PREMISES: 469 E 520th Ave, Pittsburg, KS  66762 

(For consumption on the premises) 

 

APPLICANT: W Esposito Enterprises LLC “Weeges 1 Stop” 

PREMISES: 401 N 69 Hwy, Arma, KS  66712 

(For sale in original and unopened containers and not for consumption on the 

premises) 

 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two: Mr. Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2017-031, a Resolution Appointing 

the County Appraiser for Crawford County, Kansas. Mr. Emerson stated Mr. Zach 

Edwards passed all the required classes and has been approved by PVD as an eligible 

appraiser and has been put on the role as an eligible appraiser for hire. Mr. Emerson 

stated that his will be a normal 4- year term and will run from December 5, 2017 to June 

30, 2021. Mr. Emerson stated that he has seen Mr. Edwards’ certificate and approval 

letter from the State. 
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On motion (17-404) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to adopt Resolution #2017-031, a Resolution Appointing the County Appraiser for 

Crawford County, Kansas, Mr. Zach Edwards with a term running from December 5, 

2017 to June 30, 2021. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson presented an agreement between Crawford County, Kansas 

and First Call of Kansas, Inc. for transportation of bodies for medical examinations 

authorized by the County Coroner. Mr. Emerson stated that the cost did increase slightly 

but is still a very competitive and reasonable rate. He stated that he spoke to the County 

Coroner and Dr. Paoni stated that First Call has been providing a great service.  
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On motion (17-405) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the contract with First Call of Kansas, Inc for transportation of bodies for 

medical examinations authorized by the County Coroner and authorize the Chairman to 

sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Four: The Commissioners discussed Health Insurance. There was a discussion on 

Primary Care Physician Services and also on office visit co-pays. The Commissioners 

held a conference call with IMA Consulting Services. There was a discussion of the 

proposed Direct Primary Care arrangement with Deaconess Healthcare in Frontenac and 

it was felt that this arrangement would be in violation of their contract with Blue Cross 

and Blue Shield.  The commissioners reviewed the Option U that was received from Blue 
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Cross and Blue Shield and they felt that this was a better option since the Direct Primary 

Care arrangement was no longer a possibility.   

 

On motion (17-406) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve Option U from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas for health insurance 

coverage for 2018 and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the November 2017 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. 

Pyle stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll 

and bills during the month of November. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy 

of the October 2017 to November 2017 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for 

comparison.  Mr. Pyle reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some 

of the reasons for the changes.  
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On motion (17-407) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve the November 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson stated that Commissioners and himself will meet with CVB 

after the first of the year to discuss the Plaster Center Contract. 

 

Item Three: The Commissioners discussed the bids for the County Property, Casualty 

and Work Comp Insurance.  The Commissioners discussed having the appraiser’s office 

check all county owned buildings and speaking with Mr. Hite about equipment listing. 

There was a discussion of the property and casualty insurance and the commissioners 

asked that Mr. Ray Ryan be asked to the commission meeting on Tuesday, Dec 12. 

 

Item Four:  Mr. Murphy spoke about the track hoe advertised on Purple Wave that is 

located in Salina. The Commissioners watched a video of the track hoe running. Mr. 
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Murphy stated that it is currently owned by a construction company. The Commissioners 

decided to send Mr. Greg Hite to Salina to look at the track hoe. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Wood started that he is still working on the pickups for the road foremen. 

There was a discussion on the crew cab verses extended cab and Mr. Wood will get 

prices on both.  

 

Item Six: Mr. Wood discussed the C-Tech board meeting. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: December 12, 2017 – Work Session for Employee Evaluations beginning at 

8:30 AM. 

 

Item Two: December 15, 2017 – Mr. Rick Pfeiffer discussing his book Trail of the 

Warrior. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the December 8, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners 

at 12:45 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

____________________ 

Don Pyle 

County Clerk 

 

 

<> 
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This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 12/08/17 12:45PM/amended BKW 12/11/17 1:30 PM 


