
Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 1 of 10 

Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2019, FIFTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
                                                                   Girard, KS Friday, August 9, 2019 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioner Jeremy Johnson was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (19-238) of Commissioner Johnson and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 6, 2019 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 19 233 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 2, 2019 minutes 

Motion 19 234 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and to include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor 

Jim Emerson, Mental Health Governing Board Chairman Ron 

Womble and Mental Health Executive Director Rick Pfeiffer and to 

reconvene by 10:38 AM 

Motion 19 235 To approve the Crawford County 2020 Budget for publication with a 

hearing date set for August 20, 2019 at 10:00 AM 
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Motion 19 236 To approve the Crawford County Fire District #1, Fire District #2, Fire 

District #3 and Fire District #4 2020 Budgets for publication with a 

hearing date set for August 20, 2019 at 10:00 AM 

Motion 19 237 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene by 11:13 AM 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Gene Vogler, SEK Recycling Center Accountant, addressed the financial 

situation at the recycling center. Mr. Vogler stated the center was in need of funds to 

make payroll this week and to pay a tax bill due next week for approximately $4,000.  He 

showed the Commissioners financial information since 2015 which showed that the 

center lost money in 2015, 2016 and 2018. He explained the drop in market prices of 

different commodities and that in 2017 the commodity prices were high. He went through 

the detail of expenses for the center and explained that half of the expenses are for labor. 

He informed the Commissioners that the recycling center is going to need an additional 

$4,000 to $5,000 a month until the end of the year to continue operations. He answered 

Mr. Moody that the center is open for the general public on Tuesday, Thursday and 

Saturday, for commercial businesses on Tuesday thru Saturday and any day for members, 

even when the center is not open.  Commissioner Johnson asked if the SEK Recycling 

Center Board of Directors has met since this financial issue has transpired and Mr. 

Vogler stated that the consensus of the board was that they were expecting help from the 

county which has happened in the past for short time periods. He stated that Dr. Jim 

Triplett has spoken to the Commissioners a few times over the last few months about the 

financial issues and that the center does not know of any other help than the County. Mr. 

Vogler explained that in the spring when the public was made aware of the financial 

problems of the recycling center, memberships and donations went up quite a bit. Mr. 

Johnson asked if there are there any fundraising efforts being done currently besides 

memberships and donations and Mr. Vogler state that they are mainly focusing efforts on 

providing additional services. Mr. Vogler stated that the center will be able to make this 

payroll and make the tax payment due next week due to a vendor making a payment 

yesterday and the county making payments, and that will cover expenses until payroll is 

due again in two weeks.  Mr. Johnson stated that if there is going to be a financial 

relationship between the county and the SEK Recycling Center, he wants to make sure 

that good financial practices are put in place because the need now is more urgent and 

long term and serious planning needs to be done to make it sustainable. Mr. Moody asked 

if overhead costs can be cut down and the Commissioners and Mr. Vogler discussed 

mortgage, equipment payments and insurance costs.  Mr. Vogler explained the assets the 

center has and the relationship between the center and the City of Pittsburg. Mr. Moody 

stated he wants to help and, in the past, it has been short term but this is long term and 

making a monthly commitment. Mr. Vogler stated that he would like a commitment of 
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$4,000 or $5,000 a month for the next three months then work on a long-term proposal. 

The Commissioners discussed the funds in the Landfill fund and Mr. Moody suggesting 

giving the center $3,000 a month for the next three months and having the center try to 

raise the rest of the funds needed. Mr. Vogler stated that $3000 a month would let them 

know where they were at and they could work from that amount. The Commissioners 

stated that they will have County Counselor Jim Emerson look into some county funds to 

see where $3,000 a month could be taken from and get back with Mr. Vogler on Tuesday.  
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 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Matt Sanders, WCA Oak Grove Landfill, addressed the Commissioners 

and invited the Commissioners to visit the landfill and take a tour to see how the facility 
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operates. He stated that from January 1, 2019 through June 30,2019 the tonnage was 

collected at the landfill was 108,727 and Crawford County’s portion was 8,003 ton which 

is about 7% of the tonnage that has been picked up and hauled from Crawford County in 

the last 6 months. Mr. Sanders stated that the majority is from out of state. He stated that 

they also do work with Labette, Bourbon and Linn Counties. He explained that there are 

many landfills in Missouri, but WCA owns the transfer stations in those areas in Missouri 

that haul to Crawford County. Mr. Sanders explained that WCA owns the transfer 

stations then they go out for bid on the volume and routes. Mr. Sanders explained the fees 

paid at the landfill and explained that every ounce that comes across the scale is subject 

to the fee of $3.00 per ton which is split with $1.75 going to the County, $.25 to the City 

of Arcadia and $1.00 to the State with no exceptions. He explained that even on free day 

the tonnage fee is paid. Mr. Moody asked about the landfill fees in other landfills and 

how they compare to the fees in the Crawford County landfill and Mr. Sanders stated that 

the charges for other landfills are $1.50 to none. Mr. Sanders stated that he would like the 

Commissioners to view the site and anyone else that would like to attend. Mr. Emerson 

will get with Mr. Sanders and set a date for the Commissioners to view the site.  

 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Rick Pfeiffer addressed the Commission and stated that he would like to 

attend the tour of the landfill. Mr. Pfeiffer stated that he would like an emailed copy of 

the budget.  

 

 NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson discussed a bridge project scheduled for final approval and 

paperwork and ready to bid. He presented a notice from KDOT that requires the Office 

Manager’s signature stating stated that that the county’s share of the costs will be 

approximately $90,000 for Project Number 019C-4911-01. Mr. Emerson explained that 

the bridge is on 580th Avenue in the western part of the County. He explained that the 

bridge has been closed the last few years and it will be used if put back into service. He 

stated that this is a KDOT Project and all the county has to do is pay their portion and 

there is money in the special bridge fund to cover this and the funds will be available 

when needed to pay these costs. Mr. Emerson stated that KDOT reopened another bridge 

project program for $5 million. The Commissioners tabled any decisions until 

Commissioner Blair is in attendance as this bridge is in his district.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 10 minutes 

to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (19-239) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 
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Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 11:23 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:13 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:21 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Tom Moody requested an executive session for 15 minutes to 

discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (19-240) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client 

Relationship and to include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor 

Jim Emerson and to reconvene by 11:37 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Blair 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:22 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:29 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: August 13, 2019 – 8:30 AM Work Session to review and sign August mid-

month bill and payroll vouchers. 

 

Item Two: August 13, 2019 – Mr. Terry Sercer, CPA, Diehl Banwart Bolton CPAs PA 

addressing the 2018 Audit of Financial Statements. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the August 9, 2019 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:30 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody and Johnson 



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 10 of 10 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  Commissioner Blair 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 8/09/19 11:00 AM/amended BKW 8/12/19 1:00 PM 
 


