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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, FIFTY-NINTH MEETING 

 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

    

                                                                                               Girard, KS Tuesday, August 8, 2017, 10:00 AM 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle was seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-280) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 4, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 274 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 1, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 275 To approve a 2.000 mil increase to 7.000 mils for the 2018 Proposed 

Budget for Crawford County Fire District #2 

Motion 17 276 To approve the Fire District #1, Fire District #2, Fire District #3 and 

Fire District #4 2018 Budgets for publication with a hearing date set 

for August 22, 2017 at 10:00 AM 
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Motion 17 277 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 

Motion 17 278 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-

Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County Commissioners 

and County Counselor Jim Emerson 

Motion 17 279 To approve the 2018 County Budget for publication with a hearing 

date set for August 22, 2017 at 10:00 AM 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle addressed the Employee Policy Manual. He stated he 

contacted Pittsburg State University for a quote of having the manuals printed and bound. 

The college gave a price of $675.00 for 300 manuals. Mr. Pyle explained that 300 

manuals will be enough for every county employee to have a copy and a small supply for 

new employees when hired.  Mr. Wood asked about adding extra pages if there should be 

changes to the policy. There was a discussion on different ways to compile the policies. 

The Commissioners approved having Pittsburg State University print and bind the 

manuals. Mr. Murphy stated that he would like the manual posted to the County Website.  

 

 Mr. Wood addressed running a driver’s license report on new employees. The 

Commissioners discussed this issue and what charges would be involved. Mr. Pyle will 

check with Sheriff Peak on running the reports. 

 

Item Two: Commissioner Murphy and District #1 Road Foreman Billy Kavanagh spoke 

about a box culvert at the intersection of 690th and 90th Streets east of Walnut. Mr. 

Murphy stated that the culvert is not wide enough for the farmers to get their machinery 

over. He explained that it is 12 feet wide at this time and would like to add 6 more feet in 

width. He discussed getting a quote from Mr. Steve Bright to do the work for a price of 

$14,133. Mr. Murphy stated that this should be the total cost and there should be no 

additional costs. Mr. Moody stated that he feels that this is a project is worth looking into. 

Mr. Kavanagh discussed the traffic on this road. Mr. Murphy stated that after discussion 

he would rather widen the culvert to 20’. Mr. Murphy will talk to the engineer and keep 

the Commissioners updated on this issue. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy discussed purchasing a grapple bucket to clean out bridges for 

FEMA. Mr. Wood stated that he has looked at one and believes the cost would be around 
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$2,200. The Commissioners approved Mr. Murphy and Mr. Kavanagh to move forward 

with getting a price for the grapple bucket. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Wood stated that everything is settled with the insurance company on the 

road and bridge buildings.  

                                      

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: County Clerk Don Pyle presenting the July 2017 Clerk’s Report.  Mr. Pyle 

stated that this report summarizes the total amounts spent by departments for payroll and 

bills during the month of July. Mr. Pyle also gave the Commissioners a copy of the June 

2017 to July 2017 Clerk’s Report of Changes in Expenditures for comparison.  Mr. Pyle 

reviewed the changes with the Commissioners and discussed some of the reasons for the 

changes. There was a lengthy discussion on the charges for Sewer District #4 for grinder 

pumps. Mr. Coby Hinton and Ms. May Smith spoke to the Commissioner and explained 

the charges for that district.  The Commissioners discussed the bills for Sewer District # 4 

and asked that Mr. Hinton get a copy of all bills when received. The Commissioners 

talked about the company that is currently repairing the replacing the grinder pumps.  The 

Commissioners asked Ms. Smith and Mr. Hinton to gather some additional information 

on Sewer District # 4 and return on Friday. 
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On motion (17-281) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the July 2017 Clerk’s Report as presented. 

On a Roll Call Vote. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two:  Mr. Pyle stated he forwarded an email to the Commissioners from Purple 

Wave Auction Service that listed several skid loaders for sale.   

 

Item Three: Mr. Pyle spoke about a request for a letter of support from the 

Commissioners for Coordinated Transit District #10. He explained the district to the 

Commissioners and what is needed in the letter. Mr. Pyle stated he will work on the letter 

of support and bring it back to the Commissioners.  
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Item Four: Mr. Moody asked about the status of the Fairgrounds and Mr. Murphy stated 

that everything is completed that was planned to be finished at this time.  It was discussed 

that they may try to address some drainage issues in the near future.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One:  August 22, 2017 – 10:00 AM Public Hearings on the 2018 Fire District 

Budgets and the 2018 County Budget. 
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   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the August 8, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:05 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 

County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
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