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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2018, SIXTY-SECOND MEETING 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

                                                                                                   Girard, KS Friday August 31, 2018, 10:00 AM 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 
 

Commissioner Jeff Murphy served as the presiding officer. 

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Carl Wood were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Murphy led the pledge of allegiance.  
 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (18-310) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 28, 2018 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Authorizing the Chairman to sign the previous week’s vouchers.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:    

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  
 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:  

  

Motion 18 305 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 21, 2018 minutes 

Motion 18 306 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson and to reconvene by 11:45 AM 

Motion 18 307 To table the Motion of Recommendation for the Conditional Use for 

Mulberry Limestone 

Motion 18 308 To approve the appointments of Dr. Jim Triplett, Mr. Matt Sanders, 

Mr. Chet Hiatt, Mr. Bill Towery, Mr. Troy Graham, Mr. Jerry 

Babcock and Mr. Rick Elnicki to serve on the Crawford County Solid 

Waste Management Committee 
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Motion 18 309 To approve the Economic Development Grant and Tax Refund for the 

county portion of 2017 real estate taxes in the amount of $5,362.09 for 

Sullivan Properties LLC 

 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Devin Gorman, CVB Executive Director discussing the Memorandum of 

Understanding on the Plaster Center. Mr. Gorman presented the new agreement with 

updated terms. The Commissioners stated the agreement was discussed in the work 

session and they are agreeable with it. The Commissioners and Mr. Gorman discussed the 

issue of moving the CVB to Block 22.  
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On motion (18-311) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Memorandum of Shared Use Agreement between Pittsburg State 

University and Crawford County, Kansas with a term beginning July 1, 2018 and ending 

June 30, 2021 and authorize the Chairman to sign.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Two: Mr. Gorman discussed the Crawford County Museum Fund. He stated that 

this is the 3rd year that the CVB has helped to support the operations of museums in 

Crawford County. He explained that these funds are split between Crawford County and 

the CVB. He said he received 2 applications for funding this year, Miners Hall Museum 

and Crawford County Historical Museum and both met or exceeded the requirements for 

the program. Mr. Gorman stated that the CVB Advisory Board has approved the 

applications. There was a discussion on the museums.   

 

On motion (18-312) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Moody 

to approve the Crawford County Museum Funds for 2018 with funding to go to Miners 

Hall Museum and Crawford County Historical Society.  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.  

 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Dr. Julie Stewart addressing concerns with the Conditional Use for Mulberry 

Limestone. Dr. Stewart explained that her family lives at 261 E 560th Ave, Pittsburg. She 

explained that she is concerned with health issues for her children resulting from the 

proposed blasting. She stated that her home is the first home that will be affected from 

the winds and dust. She explained the health conditions that could be caused from the 

blasting dust. She discussed Silica and the health problems it could cause and that these 

health issues are not curable. She stated that she came on behalf of her children and their 

health. She asked the Commissioner to not rush to judgement because her family will be 

dramatically affected by the blasting and other activities of the quarry. Dr. Stewart stated 

that her family believes in clean air and nothing good will come of this for her family if 

the Commissioners approve this expansion for Mulberry Limestone.  Mr. Murphy asked 

about comparison of road dust to the blasting dust and Dr. Stewart explained the 

differences.  The Commissioners thanked Dr. Stewart for her comments. 

 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

 

Item One: Mr. Randy Chiartano, Asphalt Foreman, regarding an update on the High 

Risk Rural Roads Grant Project that is currently under construction. Mr. Chiartano stated 

that the Road & Bridge crews are currently working on the HRRR grant project on 200th 

and 260th Streets. Mr. Chiartano stated that the project work started on July 30, 2018 and 

currently have used 18 of the 35 working days with 4 or 5 rain out days. He feels it is 

running on schedule. He explained the work that still needs to be completed on each road. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Item One: Mr. Murphy stated that he received a letter from Coordinated Transit District 

# 10 asking for a letter of support. Mr. Pyle will draft a letter for the Commissioners to 

sign. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Wood stated that Jason VanBecelaere called him and stated that the 

pickups are done and the foreman will pick them up on Tuesday. The Commissioners 

discussed getting rid of 3 older trucks, one in each district and selling the trucks on the 

Purple Wave website. 

 

 UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Pyle presented an email from the Girard Chamber in reference to the 

Girard Area Company Olympics and discussed County Employees participating. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson presented information on the safety conference in Wichita in 

October. Mr. Emerson will get an agenda for the conference. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson stated that the bucket truck has been picked up and paid for in 

full and the road widener has also been paid for in full.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Murphy addressed training for anyone using the bucket truck. The 

Commissioners discussed different methods to use in training employees to operate this 

equipment. Mr. Wood suggested that 2 employees from each road district be trained on 

operation of the bucket truck. Mr. Wood will contact the insurance company about 

training. Mr. Pyle addressed work comp issues for using this equipment.   

 

Item Five: Mr. Murphy wanted to discuss the Rural Housing Incentive District program 

being used by the City of Pittsburg. Mr. Pyle explained that the City of Pittsburg created 

this program a few years ago as a way to help promote the development of housing in the 

city.  There was a discussion of how the program uses city, county and school district 

property taxes on the increase in property values in the district to pay for bonds issued to 

pay for infrastructure such as roads and water and sewer lines.  Mr. Pyle stated that the 

City of Pittsburg is having a public hearing on Sept. 25, 2018, to consider a resolution to 

establish the new housing district.  Commissioner Wood stated that he feels that the 

county needs more information regarding the impact of the additional housing units and 

streets on drainage in this area which is adjacent to a creek and flood plain area.  Mr. 

Emerson will get prices on the cost to have a study done on the potential drainage issues. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Item One: Commissioner Carl Wood requested an executive session for 15 minutes to 

discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-313) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Zoning Administrator Troy Graham 

and to reconvene by 11:26 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  



Board of Crawford County Commissioners 
 

Page 9 of 11 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   
 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:11 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:20 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Two: IT Director Jim Vinze requested an executive session for 15 minutes to 

discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-314) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and IT Director Jim Vinze to reconvene by 11:36 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   
 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:21 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:31 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Three: Commissioner Moody requested an executive session for 15 minutes to 

discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-315) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson to reconvene by 11:47 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   
 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:32 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:41 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

Item Four: Commissioner Moody requested an executive session for 30 minutes to 

discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (18-316) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 30 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson, County Clerk Don Pyle and Benefits 

Administrator Randi Ryan and to reconvene by 12:13 PM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed.   
 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:43 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:10 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: September 4, 2018 – 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss Conditional Use 

Permit for Mulberry Limestone. 

 

Item Two: September 4, 2018 – 10:00 AM Public hearing on the 2019 Crawford 

County budget. 

 

Item Three: September 4, 2018 -- 10:00 AM Public hearing on the 2019 Budgets for 

Crawford County Fire District #1, Fire District #2, Fire District #3 and Fire District #4. 

 

Item Four: September 7, 2018 – 9:30 AM Work Session Conference Call with Mr. Josh 

Lawson from the Bukaty Company. 

 

Item Five: September 7, 2018 – Ms. Marcia Mellinger, Benefits Advisor Professional. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: September 3, 2018 – The Courthouse will be closed in observance of Labor 

Day.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Item One: Adjournment 
 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the August 31, 2018 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:11 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 
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_____________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 8/31/18 12:15 PM/amended BKW 8/31/18 1:15 PM 


