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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2016, SIXTY-THIRD MEETING 
 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                        Girard, KS Tuesday, August 23, 2016, 10:00 AM 
 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Tom Moody served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Carl Wood and Jeff Murphy were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Moody led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (16-288) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 19, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:  

   

Motion 16 280 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 16, 2016, minutes of the Board of Commissioners and 

Authorizing the Chairman to Sign the Previous Week's Vouchers. 

Motion 16 281 To approve the Agreement between the Secretary of Transportation, 

Kansas Department of Transportation and Crawford County, Kansas 

for Project No. 19 C-4856-01 Roadside Improvements and Pavement 

Marking. 

Motion 16 282 To approve the $19,714.78 purchase of an Upgraded Network 

Firewall, funded by Technology Funds from the County Treasurer, 

Clerk, and Register of Deeds. 

Motion 16 283 To adopt the Firearm Policy and to add this Policy to the County 

Employee Handbook. 
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Motion 16 284 To adopt Resolution #2016-019, a Resolution Establishing the 

Operating Hours of the Courthouse and the working hours of 

Courthouse Employees. 

Motion 16 285 To approve the completion of the Insurance Document for the 

Emergency Medical Services Department. 

Motion 16 286 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 15 minutes to discuss matters that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson. 

Motion 16 287 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 5 minutes to discuss personnel matters 

involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the Board of County 

Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 

Item One:  Public hearing on the Crawford County FY 2017 budget. 

 

On motion (16-289) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

open the public hearing on the Crawford County FY 2017 budget. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
 

The following appeared in favor of the budget: None 

 

The following appeared in opposition to the budget: Mr. Ronald Strahan, Crawford 

County Resident addressed the Commission. Mr. Strahan stated he wanted to thank the 

Commissioners for their frugality with the mil levy over the last ten years but is 

concerned about the 1.5 mil increase this year. The Commissioners discussed the increase 

with Mr. Strahan and the reasoning for the increase. 

  

The following appeared to receive answers to questions about the budget: None 

 

On motion (16-290) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

close the public hearing on the Crawford County FY 2017 budget. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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The members of the Board entered into the following discussion of the proposed 
Crawford County FY 2017 budget: None 

 

Mr. Pyle distributed copies of Resolution #2016-020, A Resolution Expressing the 

Property Taxation Policy of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners with respect 

to financing the 2017 Annual Budget for Crawford County, Kansas and there was a 

discussion of the reasons that a resolution is needed for the county budget. Mr. Pyle 

answered some questions Mr. Wood had on debt service.  

 
 

County Clerk Don Pyle distributed copies of the Crawford County 2017 Budget to 

the Commissioners. 

 

On motion (16-291) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2016-020, A Resolution Expressing the Property Taxation Policy of 

the Board of Crawford County Commissioners with respect to financing the 2017 Annual 

Budget for Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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On motion (16-292) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

adopt the FY 2017 Crawford County Budget as published. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Item One: Mr. Bob Clement, Benefit Consultant with Gallagher & Co. discussing health 

insurance. Mr. Clement handed out a presentation and reviewed the presentation with the 

Commissioner. He explained that his company did an evaluation of the County’s self 

funded medical plan and the dental plan and looked at the competitiveness of the 

County’s existing plan and look at alternatives that some of the neighboring communities 

are using. Mr. Clement stated that he also included the early release of the Blue Cross 

Blue Shield renewal. He explained the marketing results and explained reference based 

pricing. Mr. Clement spoke about the self funded medical and dental insurance the 

County currently has with Blue Cross and Blue Shield and the stop loss coverage and 

how critical this coverage is. Mr. Clement said that the County currently has a very large 

ongoing claim right now and due to that no other insurance carriers want to take on that 

risk at this time. He stated that their findings are that the County should finalize with 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield coverage for 2017 as soon as possible. Mr. Clements went 

over the rest of the presentation. Mr. Rick Pfeiffer discussed with the Commissioners 

about Mental Health and that his department will not be included in the County’s health 

and dental insurance in the upcoming year. A discussion was held on the Blue Cross and 

Blue Shield renewal rates. 

 

The Commissioners thanked Mr. Clement for his presentation. 
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 
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MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Murphy handed out minutes from the Economic Development meeting 

held on August 23, 2016 at the Ctech facility in Pittsburg. Mr. Murphy reviewed the 

minutes and what was discussed at the meeting. He also stated how impressed the 

committee is with the CTech Facility. 

 
 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy stated that he would like to touch base with the City of Girard on 

the status of the sidewalk project around the square. The Commissioners requested Mr. 

Pyle to contact Mr. Weiner to ask him to attend an upcoming meeting.   

 

Item Three: Mr. Wood addressed the Westar training facility and mandatory safety 

training sessions for the road and bridge employees.  

 

Item Four:  Mr. Wood discussed the purchase of a 10 wheeler truck.  

                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS  
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Item One: Mr. Don Pyle presenting a request for a letter in support of the General Public 

Transportation Services in Crawford County of Coordinated Transit District #10. Mr. 

Pyle discussed the amount budgeted in local funding to SEKCAP Transportation. 
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On motion (16-293) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve a letter in support of the General Public Transportation Services in Crawford 

County of Coordinated Transit District #10 and authorize the Commissioners to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle addressed the SEK District Meeting on Friday, August 26, 2016 in 

Hamilton, Kansas and it was decided to cancel the Commission meeting that day so the 

Commissioners may attend the district meeting. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy stated that there will be a Fair Board Meeting on September 

12, 2016 at 7:30 PM. The Commission discussed that the fairgrounds will be utilized for 

a fund raiser for the USD 248 Education Foundation. 
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Item Four: Mr. Jim Emerson presenting a letter to Wayne Gudsmonson, District 

Engineer, Kansas Department of Transportation encouraging the purchase of the right of 

way and utilities for a free way construction.      

          

 
On motion (16-294) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

approve a letter to the Kansas Department of Transportation encouraging the purchase of 

the right of way and utilities for a free way construction and authorize the Commissioners 

to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 
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Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

 

Item Five: Mr. Murphy addressed the use of the EMS at the Crawford County Fair and 

the other events. There was a discussion on how to determine which events the EMS are 

required to stay at and which events the EMS is on standby and allowed to leave if 

necessary and how to make sure the EMS is not short on vehicles during these events. 

 

Item Six: Mr. Jim Emerson addressed the sick leave policy. Mr. Emerson explained the 

proposed changes. The Commissioners reviewed and discussed the policy.  Mr. Murphy 

stated he would like to see a report on sick days for his road and bridge crew.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Item One:  Mr. Emerson requested an executive session for a period of not more than 20 

minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

 

On motion (16-295) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 20 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 12:03 PM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 12:09 PM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

       FUTURE BUSINESS:     

 

Item One:  August 30, 2016 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on the 2017 Budget for Fire 

District #1, Fire District #2, Fire District #3, Fire District #4 and the Sewer Districts. 

 

Item Two:  August 30, 2016 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on Fire District #1 2016 

budget amendment. 

 

Item Three: August 30, 2016 – Janis Goedeke, Rick Pfeiffer, and Debra Anthony with 

Local Board of Health regarding worksite wellness nutrition policy and Janis Goedeke 

requesting signature on Kansas Health Foundation Grant. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
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Item One:  August 26, 2016 – The Commission Meeting is cancelled as the 

Commissioners will be attending the SEK District Meeting in Hamilton, Kansas. 

 

Item Two:  August 29, 2016 – 5:30 PM Zoning Work Session on updating Zoning 

Regulations in Zoning Meeting Room. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the August 23, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:11 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 8/23/16 12:11 PM/amended BKW 8/25/16 8:07 AM/amended BKW 08/29/2016 8:41 AM 


