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 Commissioners’ Journal 

 
2017, SIXTY-THIRD MEETING 

 
CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

    

                                                                                             Girard, KS Tuesday, August 22, 2017, 10:00 AM 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer. 

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-291) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 18, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 17 290 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 15, 2017 minutes 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

Item One:  Public hearing on the Crawford County FY 2018 budget. 

 

On motion (17-292) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

open the public hearing on the Crawford County FY 2018 budget. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The following appeared in favor of the budget: None 

 

The following appeared in opposition to the budget: None 

  

On motion (17-293) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

close the public hearing on the Crawford County FY 2018 budget. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle distributed copies of the Crawford County 2018 Budget to the 

Commissioners.  Commissioner Moody stated that the Commissioners scrutinized every 

number and worked very hard to reduce the levy. There was a short discussion on the 

increase in the employee benefit fund. Commissioner Wood stated that all the department 

heads and elected officials worked well with the Commissioners in setting their budgets. 

Mr. Rick Pfeiffer stated he was present to answer any questions on his budgets and also 

said that Mental Health will continue to treat County employees at no cost. 
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On motion (17-294) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt the FY 2018 Crawford County Budget as published. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 
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MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD  

 NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item One: Mr. Wood discussed the KDOT Conference on September 6, 2017 in Topeka 

and discussed sending some of his crew to the conference. 

                                          

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

Item One: Mr. Pyle handed out information on the sick pool. He stated that is a summary 

of the days used, days available and days donated to the pool over the last few years. He 

explained that there are 1,338 days available and there are 106 employees that are 

members. Mr. Emerson stated that he feels that donations should stop for a while as there 

are sufficient days in the pool at this time. He explained that an employee is required to 

have 10 sick days accrued to join the pool and the sick pool is part of the benefit package 

for new employees. Mr. Emerson answered the Commissioners that there are no 

limitations on the amount of days an employee can use from the sick pool but the 

committee has to approve the applications every 30 days. The Commissioner discussed 

asking Mr. Randy Chiartano and Mr. Joe Grisolano to serve on the sick pool committee. 

The Commissioners decided to discuss the sick pool further when there is a full 

committee in place.  

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle stated discussed the RHID unit with Ms. Becky Gray from the City 

of Pittsburg. He stated that he is getting the basic footwork done to set it up in a new 

taxing unit for the district. The Commissioners discussed the district and looked at maps 

of the proposed locations. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Moody stated the that Joe Saia Overpass needs some work and that a 

part of the overpass belongs to the City of Pittsburg, part belongs to the City of 

Frontenac, part is in Mr. Moody’s district and part is in Mr. Wood’s district. The 

Commissioners will have Mr. Randy Chiartano look at the overpass.   

 

Item Four: Mr. Murphy stated that the CVB would like to have a Commissioner assist 

with interviewing candidates for the position of CVB Director. Mr. Murphy volunteered 

to sit in on the interviews. 

  

Item Five: The Commissioners discussed the Track Hoe Excavator and Mr. Moody 

stated that his lead man and foreman are excited about it and felt that the county could 

really utilize the equipment. All three Commissioners agreed to purchase the excavator 

and stated that the one the county currently owns is really rough and a new one is needed.   

 

On motion (17-295) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the purchase of a Caterpillar 313 F Hydraulic Excavator. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Wood and Murphy 

Nays:  

Present but not voting:  

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
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Item Six: Mr. Wood discussed safety classes for the employees. He stated that he will 

contact Mr. Kenny Yoakam from EMS and have him get with Ms. Charli Stroud to set up 

CPR classes. The Commissioners stated that they would like the Road and Bridge 

employees to attend classes around the end of October after most of the road work is 

completed. The Commissioner discussed having 2 or 3 different sessions and to hold the 

classes at the EMS building. 

 

Item Seven: Mr. Wood stated that he spoke to Ms. May Smith about Sewer District #4 

and bills on grinder pumps. He stated that Ms. Smith is checking into getting the details 

of the bill. Mr. Murphy stated he researched the finances of SD#4 from the start of the 

district and will get a copy of his findings to the other Commissioners. Mr. Emerson 

explained how the financing took place when the sewer was installed. Mr. Moody stated 

that he would like a better explanation on what repairs are begin done and whether is it 

replacing or repairing the pumps. The Commissioners would like to schedule a work 

session on August 25, 2017 with Coby Hinton at 9:00 AM. 

 

Item Eight: The Commissioners had a brief discussion on the new buildings.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One:  August 25, 2017 – Mr. Ray Ryan and Ms. Pam Mendicki, Ryan Insurance 

addressing insurance claims. 

 

Item Two: August 29, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session with the City of Pittsburg to 

discuss EMS Services. 

 

Item Three:  August 29, 2017 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on the 2018 Crawford 

County Fire District Budgets. 

 

Item Four:  August 29, 2017 – Representatives from IMA to discuss health insurance 

options and coverages. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the August 22, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

10:53 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 

County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 8/22/17 10:53 AM/amended BKW  8/24/17 3:30 PM 


