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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2016, SIXTY-FIRST MEETING 
 

 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                                        Girard, KS Tuesday, August 16, 2016, 10:00 AM 
 

 

 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioner Jeff Murphy was in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Vice Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

On motion (16-273) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the August 8, 2016 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners, and 

2. Approval of the August 8, 2016 minutes of the Board of County Canvassers, 

and 

3. Approval of the accounts payable warrant numbers 567012 to 567332 dated 

August 15, 2016 in the total amount of $341,986.81. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

  

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:  

   

Motion 16 267 To approve 49 Provisional Ballots for full counting, 3 Provisional 

Ballots for partial counting, 2 UOCAVA ballots for manual counting 

and 2 damaged Advance Ballots for manual counting from the 2016 

Primary Election held on August 2, 2016 in Crawford County as 

recommended by the Crawford County Election Officer 
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Motion 16 268 To approve the Results Report for the 49 Provisional Ballots that were 

fully counted by the scanner and the results of the 3 Provisional 

ballots, 2 UOCAVA ballots and 2 damaged Advance Ballots that were 

manually counted for the 2016 Primary Election held on August 2, 

2016, and to add those results to the Preliminary Results as 

recommended by the Crawford County Election Officer 

Motion 16 269 To accept the Final Results Report for the 2016 Primary Election held 

on August 2, 2016, as presented by the County Election Officer and 

the Report of the Write-In Votes for the 2016 Primary Election 

Motion 16 270 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

August 3, 2016 minutes 

Motion 16 271 To approve the July 2016 Clerk’s Report as presented 

Motion 16 272 To approve 2017 County budget for publication with a hearing date set 

for August 23, 2016 at 10:00 AM 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One:  Mr. Pyle presented the 2017 budgets for the Fire District #1, Fire District #2, 

Fire District #3 and Fire District #4. He also presented the budgets for the Sewer Districts 

and stated that the Sewer Districts are non-levied funds. Mr. Pyle explained that the Fire 

Districts are capped at 5 mils. Mr. Wood had questions and a discussion was held on the 

Fire District #1 budget. 

 

On motion (16-274) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the Fire District #1, Fire District #2, Fire District #4 and the Sewer Districts 

2017 budgets for publication with a hearing date set for August 30, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle presented a 2016 budget amendment for Fire District #1. Mr. Pyle 

explained the reason for amending the budget.  It was discussed that the fire district had a 

large cash carryover and that they wanted to transfer about $40,000 into a newly created 

operating reserve fund but that they needed to increase their budget amount for 2016 in 

order to be able to make the transfer and still take care of operating expenses for 2016. 

 

On motion (16-275) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the 2016 Budget Amendment for Fire District #1 for publication with a 

hearing date set for August 30, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 
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Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
 

Item Three: Mr. Pyle stated he had an email from the SEK Regional Planning 

Commission in reference to a conference call Friday morning at 9:00 AM in reference to 

grants funds that might be available for public facilities.  

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson presented an annual invoice for dues to the Highway 69 

Association. Mr. Emerson stated that the dues are $2,000 and Crawford County has been 

a member of the association since it was started. Mr. Murphy was answered that the 

group is active. 
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On motion (16-276) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve the payment of dues in the amount of $2,000 to the Highway 69 Association. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Emerson presenting a lease purchase agreement between Girard National 

Bank and Board of Commissioners, Crawford County, Kansas for a Diamond boom 
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mower and John Deere tractor for the Road and Bridge Department in the amount of 

$120,141.31 for 24 months at 1.64% interest. 
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On motion (16-277) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to approve the lease purchase agreement between Girard National Bank and Board of 

Commissioners, Crawford County, Kansas for a Diamond boom mower and John Deere 
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tractor for the Road and Bridge Department in the amount of $120,141.31 for 24 months 

at 1.64% interest and authorize the Vice Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Six: Mr. Murphy asked if 51.169 was the mill levy for the County that was finalized 

for publication. He stated that he was not in attendance at the meeting when the 2017 

budget was approved and had some questions. Mr. Emerson and Mr. Pyle explained some 

of the changes to the budget for 2017. 

 

Item Seven: Mr. Murphy stated that the road and bridge department has started chip and 

sealing county roads and to advise motorist to use caution and to slow down.  

 

Item Eight: Mr. Wood discussed some prior issues that were delayed while working on 

the budget. He stated he would like to revisit the Courthouse Office hours and the sick 

leave policy. Mr. Wood asked Mr. Emerson if Occupation Health was all set to do all the 

drug and alcohol testing at Via Christi and Mr. Emerson answered that everything is in 

place.  A discussion was held on the random drug and alcohol testing. Mr. Wood would 

also like to discuss the concealed carry laws and Crawford County employees. 

                                                                                                                                        

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS  

Item One: Mr. Pyle stated that the conference call with SEK Regional Planning 

Commission on Friday is in reference to Project 17 for grant funding for broadband 

access. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Emerson stated that a motion is needed to appoint John Macary as 

Interim Crawford County Appraiser for a period of 6 months. Mr. Emerson stated per 

state regulations Mr. Macary cannot be appointed for more than a 6 month period. 

 

On motion (16-278) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to approve of the appointment of Mr. John Macary as Interim Crawford County 

Appraiser for a period of 6 months. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Murphy asked about the Zoning Administrator position and was 

answered that the position has been advertised with a deadline of Friday, August 19, 2016 

to apply. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Murphy asked about the Emergency Management Position and this will 

be discussed in executive session. 
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Item Five: Mr. Murphy discussed loose rock damaging vehicles. Mr. Emerson stated that 

if a vehicle is damaged, a claim is submitted by the vehicle owner and then sent to the 

County’s insurance company and then EMC will make a decision on the claim.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Item One:  Mr. Emerson requested an executive session for a period of not more than 20 

minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and interim County 

Appraiser John Macary. 

 

On motion (16-279) of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood 

to recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 20 minutes to discuss personnel matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and 

Interim County Appraiser John Macary. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:56 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:16 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

       FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One:  August 19, 2016 – Mr. Wayne Gudmonson, District Engineer, George 

Dockery Area Engineer and Ms. Kristy Kelley, Community Affairs Manager, Kansas 

Department of Transportation, discussing delayed projects. 

 

Item Two:  August 23, 2016 – 10:00 AM Public Hearing on the 2017 County budget. 

 

Item Three:  August 23, 2016 – Mr. Bob Clement, Benefit Consultant with Gallagher & 

Co. discussing health insurance. 

 

       ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Murphy and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adjourn the August 16, 2016 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:17 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Wood and Murphy 

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting: Commissioner Moody 

The motion prevailed. 
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In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

_______________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 8/16/16 11:17 AM/amended BKW 08/17/2016 7:54 AM 


