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    Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2017, TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 

 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 
 

                                                               Girard, KS Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 10:00 AM 
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors. 

 

Commissioner Carl Wood served as the presiding officer.  

   

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeff Murphy were in attendance.  

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board. 

 

Chairman Wood led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion (17-121) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the March 28, 2017 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.  

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

Motion 17 117 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the 

March 24, 2017 minutes 

Motion 17 118 To approve Removal of the Burn Ban for Crawford County as 

recommended by the Crawford County Fire Fighters Association 

Motion 17 119 To approve the County Deed from Crawford County, Kansas to 

Castagno Oil, Inc. and Authorize the Chairman to sign 

Motion 17 120 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss items that would be 

deemed privileged in the Attorney-Client Relationship and to include 

the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim 

Emerson 
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UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

MESSAGES FROM THE COUNTY LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Item One: Mr. Randy Chiartano, Asphalt Forman addressed 2017 Asphalt Bids. Mr. 

Chiartano presented the bids to the Commissioners. He stated that the County teamed up 

with the City of Pittsburg again this year and 3 companies submitted bids. Mr. Chiartano 

stated that he recommends the lowest bid from Heckert Construction Co Inc. He 

explained the bids to the Commissioners and answered their questions.  There was a short 

discussion about the road in Deer Creek Acres.  
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On motion (17-122) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the bid from Heckert Construction Co Inc for Asphalt in 2017 as recommended 

by Asphalt Foreman Randy Chiartano. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Brad Stroud, Director of Live Well Crawford County thanked the 

Commissioners for the new carpet and paint in his office. He also stated that today is 

Vitamin C day and listed some of the fruits and vegetables that are a good source of 

Vitamin C. 

 

Mr. Stroud addressed the Live Well application for HCI funding through the “Improving 

Health Equity in Kansas” Grant available through the Kansas Health Foundation. Mr. 

Stroud gave information on the grant and stated that the focus of the grant is health equity 

in Kansas. He explained the different aspects of health equity and what areas Live Well 

wants to focus on. He discussed the 10 different communities in Crawford County and 

the availability of fresh fruits and vegetables and the distance to access health care. He 

stated that this is a 3 ½ year grant and the deadline to apply is April 1. Notification of 

awards will be around the end of June and the grant begins July 1, 2017 and runs to 
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December 31, 2020. He stated that $262,500 is the total amount of the grant at $75,000 

per year and $37,500 for the ½ year.  Mr. Stroud explained what the grant monies can be 

used for.  He presented a letter of support and requested that the Chairman sign the letter.  

Mr. Stroud also gave some information on the projects Live Well is currently working on. 

He addressed a feasibility study and stated it should be completed by the end of the year. 

There was a discussion on the status of the high tunnel.  

 
 

On motion (17-123) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

approve the Letter of Support for the Live Well application for HCI funding through the 

“Improving Health Equity in Kansas” Grant available through Kansas Health Foundation 

and Authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Troy Graham, Zoning Administrator presented Resolution #2017-011, a 

Resolution appointing Mr. Dexter Neisler, 419 Fieldcrest Dr, Pittsburg to the Crawford 
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County Planning and Zoning Board and the Crawford County Joint Board of Appeals 

with a term running from April 5, 2017 to April 5, 2020. He stated that Mr. Matt Bacon 

did not want to continue on the board when his term expired. He gave the Commissioners 

a copy of Mr. Neisler’s application and explained his qualifications. Mr. Graham stated 

that there is still one vacancy on the board. There was a discussion of the board vacancies 

and which Commission district had the vacancies. Mr. Graham was going to research 

which district Mr. Neisler was in and bring the resolution back to the Commissioners. 

 

Item Four: The Commissioners and Mr. Graham discussed the employees that will 

participate in the tire drop off program and the equipment needed that day at the Freeto 

Building on the Pittsburg bypass. Mr. Wood also discussed the status of the Codes Court.  

 

Item Five: Mr. Rick Pfeiffer discussed the interview questions for the position of Heath 

Officer and stated that Mr. Emerson has a copy of the questions. He also stated that he 

has the Committee for the interviewing assembled and they will begin this process. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Item One: Commissioner Wood requested an executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (17-124) of Commissioner Wood and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss matters involving Non-Elected Personnel and to include the 

Board of County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Shop Foreman 

Greg Hite. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 10:45 AM and reconvened the Open 

Session at 11:00 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

           MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS con’t 

Item Six:  Mr. Troy Graham stated that Mr. Neisler was in Mr. Murphy’s district and all 

three Commissioners agreed to appoint Mr. Neisler. Mr. Graham stated that the other 

vacancy is in Mr. Moody’s district and he and Mr. Moody will work on getting the 

vacancy filled. 
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On motion (17-125) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution 2017-011, a Resolution appointing Mr. Dexter Neisler, 419 Fieldcrest 

Dr, Pittsburg to the Crawford County Planning and Zoning Board and the Crawford 

County Joint Board of Appeals with a term running from April 5, 2017 to April 5, 2020. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

      MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item One: Mr. Don Pyle, County Clerk presented a letter from Ms. Norma Washington, 

Sheridan Township Trustee requesting the replacement of the Sheridan Township Clerk 

and the Sheridan Township Treasurer. Mr. Pyle stated that Mr. Fred Lloyd who was the 

Sheridan Township Clerk has moved out of the township and resigned and Ms. 

Washington requests that the vacancy of Township Clerk be filled by Mr. Tim Lloyd. He 

explained that Stacy Burns was the Sheridan Township Treasurer and she has also moved 
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out of the township and resigned and Ms. Washington requests that the vacancy of 

Sheridan Township Treasurer be filled by Bruce Washington. 

 
 

On motion (17-126) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy 

to appoint Mr. Tim Lloyd as Sheridan Township Clerk and Mr. Bruce Washington as 

Sheridan Township Treasurer as recommended by Sheridan Township Trustee Ms. 

Norma Washington. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Pyle discussed the meeting with the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

representatives and Gallagher Group representatives to address health insurance claims 

and it was decided to meet with them on April 14, 2017 during the regular session on that 

day. The Commissioners agreed with this date.  
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Item Three: Mr. Jim Emerson presented Resolution #2017-012, a resolution creating a 

benefit district for Deer Creek Acres, a platted subdivision located in Crawford County, 

Kansas. Mr. Emerson explained what will take place after the resolution is passed and 

what will happen if there is opposition to the district.  
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On motion (17-127) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Wood to 

adopt Resolution #2017-012, A Resolution creating a Benefit District for Deer Creek 

Acres, a platted subdivision located in Crawford County, Kansas. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting 

The motion prevailed. 

 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

 

Item One: Mr. Chris Weiner, Girard City Administrator discussed the entrances to the 

courthouse parking lot and stated that the north entrance will be completed correctly first 

and then the west entrance will be torn out and redone. He explained that the width of the 

entrances will remain the same as it is a standard drive way width but the slope will be 

corrected to a more gradual incline. Mr. Wood questioned the additional costs and Mr. 

Weiner stated that the extra costs should come in under the $30,000 that the county has 

already given to the project. Mr. Murphy feels the engineers should take responsibility of 

the additional costs. All the Commissioners agreed that the engineer should be 

responsible. 
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Item Two: Mr. Weiner stated that there will be a Special Council meeting on Monday, 

April 24,, 2017 at 7:30 PM at the Girard Civic Center to discuss the fairgrounds. The 

Commissioners stated that they will also be in attendance. Mr. Weiner said that the Fair 

Board and the CVB will also be in attendance.    

 

NEW BUSINESS con’t. 
  

Item Four: Mr. Murphy stated he has received calls about annexation to the City of 

Girard. Mr. Weiner stated that there will be an informational meeting for the residents to 

give them the pros and cons of being annexed into the City of Girard on April 18, 2017 at 

6:30 PM at the Girard High School Auditorium. Mr. Weiner and the Commissioners 

discussed annexation. 

 

Item Five: Mr. Murphy stated that the City of Cherokee Mayor contacted him about beer 

distribution business opening and licensing issues for Crawford County. After a 

discussion the Commissioners recommended having the proposed business contact the 

Zoning Administrator Troy Graham.  

  

Item Six:  Mr. Murphy stated that he had a resident contact him and was upset with 

access to courthouse parking. Mr. Murphy suggested opening the west parking lot to the 

public and have employees park elsewhere. There was a discussion on parking for the 

public during the construction and the issue of more handicap signs. The Commissioners 

talked about having handicap parking spaces on each side of the sidewalk entrances to the 

Courthouse on the square and requested that Mr. Graham check on this.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING OLD BUSINESS 

 

Item One: Mr. Emerson discussed having a work session to address Neighborhood 

Revitalization. It was decided to have the work session on April 7 at 9:00 AM.  Mr. 

Emerson stated that Mr. John Macary, Appraiser’s Office, would also like a work session 

on April 7 at 8:45 AM. 

 

Item Two: Mr. Murphy addressed the budget process and Mr. Pyle stated he plans on 

sending initial budget requests out now to Department Heads and Elected Officials and 

ask that they submit the requests by May 10. He stated that budget meetings with Elected 

Officials and Department Heads with the Commissioners can start being scheduled 

around mid May. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Wood addressed the roof of the courthouse.  

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

Item One: April 7, 2017 – 8:45 AM Work Session with John Macary, County 

Appraiser’s Office. 

 

Item Two: April 7, 2017 – 9:00 AM Work Session to discuss County Neighborhood 

Revitalization.  
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Item Three: April 14, 2017 – Representatives from Blue Cross and Blue Shield and 

Gallagher Group addressing Health Insurance. 

 

   ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Item One: April 8, 2017 – 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 2017 Crawford County and KDHE 

Zika Virus Mitigation Tire Program at the Crawford County Road & Bridge Department 

(Freeto Building), 669 S 69 Hwy, Pittsburg, KS. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

MOTION TO ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Murphy to 

adjourn the April 4, 2017 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

12:05 PM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Murphy and Wood  

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

________________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

<> 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken BKW 4/04/17 12:05 PM/amended BKW 4/6/17 11:30 AM 


