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Commissioners’ Journal 
 

2020, THIRTY-FOURTH MEETING 
 

CRAWFORD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

                                            Girard, KS, Tuesday, April 28, 2020 10:00 AM  
 

The Crawford County Board of Commissioners met pursuant to Kansas Statutes  

 

Annotated Chapter 19, Article 2, Section 18 in due and regular session with open doors.  

 

Commissioner Bruce Blair served as the presiding officer.   

 

Commissioners Tom Moody and Jeremy Johnson were in attendance. 

 

County Clerk Don Pyle and County Counselor Jim Emerson were seated with the Board.   

                               

Chairman Blair led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING BUSINESS FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING   

CONSENT AGENDA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

On motion (20-190) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

that the consent agenda be approved including:  

1. Approval of the April 24, 2020 minutes of the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:     

Present but not voting:     

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed and the consent agenda was approved.   

 

SIGNING OF MOTIONS 

 

The County Clerk presented the following motions for Commissioners’ signatures:   

 

Motion 20 182 That the consent agenda be approved including: Approval of the April 

21, 2020 minutes  

Motion 20 183 To open the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a platted alley in 

the Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 20 184 To close the Public Hearing on closing and vacating a platted alley in 

the Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 20 185 To adopt Resolution #2020-007, A Resolution Closing and Vacating a 

Platted Alley in the Town of Opolis, Crawford County, Kansas 

Motion 20 186 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

to discuss Emergency Management and to include the Board of 

County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to 

reconvene by 11:21 AM 
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Motion 20 187 To recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a 

period of not more than 10 minutes to discuss Non-Elected Personnel 

and the County Shop purchasing card and to include the Board of 

County Commissioners, County Counselor Jim Emerson and Road and 

Bridge Coordinator Alyssa Edwards and to reconvene by 11:32 AM 

Motion 20 188 To approve allowing Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas to offer a 

Secure Cancer policy and a Secure Hospital Indemnity policy to 

Crawford County Employees 

Motion 20 189 To increase the credit limit on the County Shop purchasing credit card 

through GNBank to $2,500 

 

UNDER THE HEADING NEW BUSINESS 

 

MESSAGES FROM CRAWFORD CO LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH 

 

Item One: County Health Officer Rebecca Adamson addressed the Commissioners. She 

stated that the draft of the Crawford County Re-opening Plan is posted on the Crawford 

County website and she stated that she will be on the KRPS Radio station on Thursday, 

April 30, and the information on that forum is also posted on the county website. Ms. 

Adamson gave an update on the Health Department and stated for the last month they 

have been testing on site in an outside testing facility. She said that most of the other 

programs managed by the health department have been conducted through phone calls 

and she hopes by June 1, 2020, some of the programs can return to their normal 

operations and that depends on guidance from KDHE. Ms. Adamson discussed the new 

COVID-19 case in Crawford County and said that she believes it was travel associated. 

She stated that the individual is doing fine and recovering at home. She said that 

Crawford County still has persons of interest awaiting results. She discussed statistics of 

Kansas COVID-19 testing. She explained that she had an inquiry about what Crawford 

County has spent due to the pandemic and stated that she does not know how much has 

been spent at this time. Ms. Adamson and the Commissioners discussed grants that could 

help pay for expenses incurred from the virus. Ms. Adamson discussed the need for 

masks, the life expectancy of masks and how to care for reusable masks.  

 

Sheriff Danny Smith gave an update on his departments and stated that he had a meeting 

with his staff and they discussed the steps that will be taken when the governor’s order 

expires. He stated that his lobby will remain closed and he will operate a drive-through 

VIN Inspection. He stated that he will be operating a few services through the lobby such 

as fingerprinting. Sheriff Smith said that Emergency Management Director Rusty Akins 

received a shipment of masks yesterday and those masks were distributed to the tornado 

shelters and he is preparing a list of the shelters for the public.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OPENING OF ANNOUNCED BIDS 

 MESSAGES FROM THE PUBLIC 

 MESSAGES FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

MESSAGES FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

MESSAGES FROM ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 PROCLAMATION AND ORDERS OF THE BOARD 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson presented the Comprehensive Plan, 

Reinvestment and JCAB/EBP Funds grants for FY21 for the Restorative Justice 

Authority. He handed out the narratives and the signature pages for the grant renewals. 

Mr. Emerson discussed the grants and explained the programs and services that are 

provided through these grants. He stated that the FY21 Comprehensive Plan Grant and 

FY21-FY23 Reinvestment Grant are existing grants and the Juvenile Corrections 

Advisory Board Evidence Based Program Fund is a new grant offered this year.  
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On motion (20-191) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the RJA FY21 Comprehensive Plan, the FY21-FY23 Reinvestment and 

JCAB/Evidence Based Program Fund grants and authorize the Chairman to sign. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

  

Item Two: Mr. Emerson handed out information on the High Risk Rural Roads Project 

and stated that this is a continuance of a project on 260th Street from Highway 171 to 

Hwy 126 and will run from Hwy 126 to Hwy 160 in this round. He explained that the 

first document is from Cyclone Engineering LLC and includes the Scope of Services, 

Responsibility of Client and Payment Provisions. He stated that the 2nd document is a 

KDOT Form 1302 Project Programming Request from Crawford County to KDOT to 

notify the state that the county is ready to proceed with this project. Mr. Emerson 

explained the details of the documents. 
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On motion (20-192) of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson 

to approve the Scope of Services, Responsibility of Client and Payment Provisions from 

Cyclone Engineering LLC and the KDOT Form 1302 Project Programming Request on 

the South 260th HRRR Project.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

Item Three: Mr. Emerson stated that when opening the Courthouse and the Judicial 

Center in Pittsburg to the public, someone should screen and take temperatures of the 

public and employees that will be entering the buildings. He stated that he will talk with 

EMS Director Randy Sandberg about having a member of his staff conduct the screening. 

 

Item Four: Mr. Emerson addressed the Real Estate 2nd half tax deadline of May 11, 

2020. He stated that there has been some misconception and explained and the county 

does not have the authority to alter this deadline as it is in statute and must be changed by 

the legislature.  

 

Item Five: Commissioner Johnson discussed the census mailer design. Mr. Johnson 

displayed different drafts of the mailer he received from Ms. Britton Brenner, City of 

Pittsburg Planning Assistant and explained the information included in the mailer. He 

stated that the mailing costs will be put out for bid. Mr. Emerson stated that GIS Director 

Kyle Nelson is working on compiling addresses from the communities and has also 
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received data bases from the cities. Commissioner Johnson stated that Ms. Brenner is 

looking for the Commissioners input on the design of the mailing.  

 

Item Six: Commissioner Blair stated that he encourages the public to look at the 

Crawford County Plan for Re-Opening that is posted on the county website and to request 

any changes before Friday, May 1, 2020, so the County Health Officer and the 

Commissioners have time to address the requests before the order goes into effect on 

Monday, May 4, 2020. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: Commissioner Johnson addressed the County sanitation services and Mr. 

Emerson stated that he has not yet received the information from one of the trash haulers 

that he has been waiting on.  

 

Item Two: Commissioner Johnson discussed handbook and pay schedule. Mr. Emerson 

stated that Bukaty Company has been contacted and we do have some initial cost 

estimates. He said that he has also received some salary surveys from other counties.  

 

Item Three: Commissioner Moody discussed the work session on Friday and it was 

decided that due to circumstances there might be a need to cancel the Friday work session 

and reschedule for Tuesday, May 5, 2020.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

Item One: County Counselor Jim Emerson requested an executive session for 15 minutes 

to discuss Non-Elected Personnel. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

On motion (20-193) of Commissioner Blair and the second of Commissioner Moody to 

recess this open session and go into a closed executive session for a period of not more 

than 15 minutes to discuss Emergency Management Non-Elected Personnel and to 

include the Board of County Commissioners and County Counselor Jim Emerson and to 

reconvene by 11:22 AM. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson  

Nays: 

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:  

The motion prevailed. 

 

The Commissioners went into Executive Session at 11:07 AM and reconvened the 

Open Session at 11:22 AM with no action taken except to go back into open session. 

 

UNDER THE HEADING FUTURE BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS: 

 

Item One: May 1, 2020 – 9:00 AM Work Session with Elected Officials and 

Department Heads in reference to employees returning to work. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Item One: The Courthouse will allow only limited public access through May 3, 

2020.  The offices are operating to assist the public by email and telephone. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

UNDER THE HEADING MOTION TO ADJOURN 

MOTION TO ADJOURN     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Item One: Adjournment 

 

On the motion of Commissioner Moody and the second of Commissioner Johnson to 

adjourn the April 28, 2020 meeting of the Board of Crawford County Commissioners at 

11:20 AM and to reconvene at the next regularly scheduled time with open doors. 

Yeas: Commissioners Moody, Blair and Johnson 

Nays:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Present but not voting:   

Absent or not voting:   

The motion prevailed. 

 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused to be affixed my 

official seal and submitted these minutes for the approval of the Board of Crawford 

County Commissioners. 

 

_____________________ 

Don Pyle 
County Clerk 

 

 

<> 

 

 

 

This submission completed at the Crawford County Courthouse in Girard. 
Taken by BKW 4/28/2020 11:20 AM/amended BKW 4/30/2020 2:00 PM 


